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Invasive Snail Found in Rock River Basin Stream:
Anglers Encouraged to Take Steps to Prevent Spread
By Kyle Mosel, DNR Statewide AIS Response Coordinator
New Zealand mudsnails, an
invasive snail, have recently
been verified in two new
streams in Dane County. The
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources is asking
anglers to help prevent the
spread of this organism to
other waterbodies.
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Brewery Creek is a tributary
to Black Earth Creek and is
located in Cross Plains. The
furthest upstream verified
sites were roughly 0.6 miles
upstream from the confluence
with Black Earth Creek. New
Zealand mudsnails were first
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confirmed in Black Earth Creek
in the fall of 2013. Oregon
Branch of Badfish Creek is
located just East of Oregon.
This site is the first confirmed
infestation of the mudsnail in
the Rock River Watershed.

tant role in preventing the
spread of the New Zealand
mudsnail. Anyone can help
prevent the spread of invasive species by following
the Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
guidance of:

These findings now make six
known inland streams with
populations of these invasive
snails. All six streams are in
either Dane or Columbia counties. The New Zealand mudsnail is an NR40 prohibited
invasive species, meaning that
this species has the potential
to cause harm to the environment, human health, or the
economy. The small snail can
outcompete native stream
insects that serve as food for
fish, possibly depriving some
fish of their preferred food.
However, it is uncertain what
impacts this invasive species will have on Wisconsin
streams.

INSPECT your equipment,
which includes boots, waders, nets, fishing gear, boat
livewells, boat hulls, anchors
and trailers.

All water users play an impor-

REMOVE any attached mud,
aquatic plants or animals
from equipment.
DRAIN all water from boats
and equipment...And
NEVER MOVE live fish away
from a waterbody.
Due to the tiny size, “stickiness” to boots and other
surfaces, and their ability to
survive out of water for a
long time, special precautions
need to be taken to prevent
transferring the mudsnail to

new waters. Therefore, people
who wade streams for any
reason are strongly encouraged to use a brush to scrub
their boots and waders to prevent transporting New Zealand
mudsnails. Boot brushes are
sometimes available for use at
kiosks at popular trout fishing
access points. Equipment can
also be thoroughly rinsed with
tap water after scrubbing but
only away from any streams
or waterbodies. Freezing gear
for at least eight hours will
also further reduce the risk
of transporting New Zealand
mudsnails to other streams. By
using these prevention strategies, water users can help
protect our fisheries and stop
the spread of invasive species.
For more information, please
contact Kyle Mosel, DNR Statewide AIS Response Coordinator (608-266-0502), or Susan
Graham DNR AIS Regional
Coordinator (608-275-3329).
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Rock River Coalition President’s Message
Hello from West Texas!
My dispatch is coming on the heels
of a six-day wilderness trip down
the Rio Grande River just outside
Big Bend National Park. Although
this legendary river flows through
a radically different setting, it was
interesting to see that it faces similar
issues to those confronting central
Wisconsin’s riverways: human impacts
on water quality, exotic and noxious
aquatic and terrestrial species, and
monumental challenges to making
improvements. Rivers across the
country are under threat, and the trip
reemphasized to me the importance
of local groups with local knowledge
to monitor and improve local streams.
We’re in the right place and time to
make a difference.
It’s been a busy fall and early winter
for the Coalition and change is
afoot. First, we had an incredibly
successful Confluence in 2018 with

78 attendees and 12 speakers (see
photos below). Huge thanks from
the Board and me to Nancy Sheehan
and her Confluence planning team
on well-organized and informative
event. Much of our work as stream
monitors is relatively isolated, and it’s
important to continually be reminded
that we’re part of a larger community
all working toward common goals.
We also received important updates
about the health of our stream and
the current threats to it. If you weren’t
able to attend, check out some of the
presentations that are available on our
website and plan to join us at the next
Confluence.

hire for this newsletter. We moved
quickly to replace Nancy both for
a smooth transition and to make
sure we’re ready for the spring
training and monitoring season.
So far, we’re right on track. Enjoy
the solid H2O and look forward the
return of the liquid form – we’ll be
back in those streams soon. Kind
regards,

Eric Compas
RRC President

The big news of the fall was the
departure of Nancy Sheehan, our
Stream Monitoring Coordinator of
seven years. She’s now working for the
UW Arboretum. The Board announced
the position in December, interviewed
candidates in early January, and may
have an announcement on the new

Confluence Brings Monitors Together
The Rock River Coalition held its biennial Confluence on November 10, 2018 at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. A
total of 77 people attended including volunteer monitors, RRC members, presenters, and interested citizens.
They spent the day learning from a wide array of speakers and partners who contributed displays for the event.
Topics included connecting soil health to healthy water, fish habitat in lakes and streams, restorable wetlands,
macroinvertebrates, engaging residents in stormwater
issues, and Turtle Creek watershed assessment.
The Confluence was a great opportunity for monitors
to meet each other and share their common drive and
interest in protecting the waterways in the Rock River
Basin.
Sponsors and organizers for the event included Dane
County, Waukesha County, Rock County, Jefferson
County, Water Action Volunteer Program, Yahara
WINs, UW-Extension Lakes Program, Department of
Natural Resources, and UW-Whitewater.
The Rock River Coalition thanks everyone for making
it a successful event!

Mission
“To educate and bring together
people of diverse interests to protect
and improve the economic,
environmental, cultural, and recreational resources of the Rock River
Basin in Wisconsin”
PRESIDENT:
Eric Compas
compase@uww.edu
DIRECTORS:
Dave Hoffman, Secretary
Patricia Cicero, Treasurer
Joe Zakovec, Past President
Andy Selle, President Elect
Montgomery Baker
Bob Hansis

Stream Monitoring Coordinator:
Becca Dymzarov
monitoring@rockrivercoalition.org
RRC Administrative Assistant
Tara Callis
RRC Address:
864 Collins Road
Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
920-541-6766
info@rockrivercoalition.org
www.rockrivercoalition.org
Newsletter Editor:
Suzanne Wade, 608-334-4517
suzanne@rockrivercoalition.org
A letter-sized color version of this
newsletter is available at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.
If you’d prefer a pdf of the
newsletter emailed to you contact
info@rockrivercoalition.org.
RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization, providing equal opportunity in
employment & programming.
TTY: 711 for Wisconsin Relay
If you need special accommodation for
programs please contact the RRC at least
two weeks in advance.

It’s a thumbs upo for all our monitors.
Learning, sharing and making a commitment
to our streams was in effect at the biennial
Confluence.
Photos by Danny Balister
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RRC Awards 2019
Nominate a River Protector!
Do you know a watershed hero? Or a business or organization that has made a truly
outstanding contribution to the health of the Rock River Basin?
It is our privilege, every two years, to celebrate and honor the
achievements of those who have made a difference in our Basin by
improving our environment and our cultural and recreational resources.

Climate Legislation Introduced in House
and Senate
By Alyson Schmeisser, Jefferson County Citizens’ Climate
Lobby Chapter Leader, member of Rock Lake Improvement Association, and lifelong lover of Rock Lake.
As documented in many articles in the Fall 2018 edition
of the Rock River Reflections, the good work of the Rock
River Coalition volunteers becomes both harder and
more necessary as the climate continues to adjust to our

Now is your chance - nominate a Rock River Basin Protector
today!
River Protector awards are offered in the following categories:
Individual: For individuals, teams and families.
Educator: K-Adult educators, both classroom and informal
educators.
Organization: Non-profits, agencies, municipalities and municipal
departments.
Legislator: An elected official at any level: state, federal or local.
Business: An LLC, partnership or corporation that has provided
support, completed projects, or instituted procedures or methods
improving our Basin’s environment.
Awards will be based on significance and results of the accomplishment. All actions must either be completed or major results
realized.
Nominating someone is easy; just send the following information to the RRC: nominator and
nominee name(s) and contact information; the award category; and a two-page maximum
description of accomplishments, detailing why you feel the nominee deserves the award. We also
need the contact information of two other people who would corroborate the accomplishments.
Supporting documents can be included.
Nominations are due by March 18, 2019.
Send them to: Rock River Coalition Awards Committee, 864 Collins Rd, Jefferson WI 53549 or
email to info@rockrivercoalition.org.
Here are some of the most recent winners. We thank them again for their accomplishments!
Elected Officials
Mark Spreitzer Beloit State Representative: For his efforts on behalf of the basin
Joe Parisi, Dane County Executive: support of conservation and water quality initiatives
Mayor Bob Miller, City of Monona: Year of Water and Water Conservation Challenge
Individuals
Suzanne Wade: For her many contributions to water quality in the basin
Rick Eilertson, Fitchburg: For his Green Tier Legacy Community and water quality efforts
Greg Farnham: Rock River Trail and Lake Sinissippi work
Businesses
Taylor Conservation LLC: Scott Taylor, for his work on RRC’s actually restorable wetlands project
Berres Brothers Coffee Roasters: For Green Tier and Travel Green
Land Design by Margaret Burlingham: For her rain gardens and shoreline work
Organizations
Yahara WINs: The Yahara Watershed Improvement Network (Yahara WINs) for their
innovative ways to reduce phosphorus pollution.
City of Beloit: For their salt reduction strategies fund removal of flood prone buildings.
The Rock River Trail Initiative: For development of the nationally recognized water trail with
supporters in every municipality
Friends of Allen Creek Watershed: For quality research, extensive monitoring and BioBlitz
Lake Sinissippi Improvement District: For their watershed based work to improve the lake as
well as pioneering of geotubes
Educators
Dr. Ann Courtier of UW-W: For her Testing the Waters teaching and curriculum development.
Linda Reid, UW Whitewater: For her work as the director of Institute for Water Business
Joseph Hardgrove, University Lake School: For Oconomowoc River monitoring, studies and
clean-up
Jim Lorman, Edgewood College: For Friends of Lake Wingra (FOLW), Clean Lakes Alliance
Board

Come Celebrate!

Awards will be presented at the RRC Annual Members Meeting in May.

Local Citizens' Climate Lobby volunteers on their way to lobby
Congress for legislation on climate change last June .

warming Earth. We must adapt to the changing climate as
we struggle to maintain our favorite ecosystems for the
health of our air, water, and culture.
Adaptation is necessary, but not sufficient. We also need
to cut the carbon emissions that are driving the warming.
Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a national, non-partisan, nonprofit organization of citizen volunteers working to build
the political will for a livable world. For ten years, they
have been building relationships with our Congressional
leaders for national legislative action on climate change.
Their work has hit pay dirt with the introduction of the
first bipartisan climate bill in ten years.
The Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act was
introduced in the House right after Thanksgiving,
and soon after, in the Senate as well. Democratic and
Republican sponsors have committed to reintroducing the
bill in this new 2019 session.
This policy puts a fee on fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas.
It starts low and grows over time. The money collected is
all distributed back to the American people in a monthly
dividend check. An adjustment at the border will protect
American manufacturers and jobs.
This policy is supported by economists and scientists as
simple, comprehensive, and effective, reducing emissions
by at least 40% within 12 years. This is what the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says we must
do to protect our future on Earth. (More info about this
bill at energyinnovationact.org.)
There is much work to be done to get this bill into law
with bipartisan support. Citizens’ Climate Lobby will
continue to work toward that goal. Passage of this bill will
not be enough by itself, but it will be a huge positive step
down that path.
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Working for You in Your Watershed: Oconomowoc River Watershed
and Tall Pines Conservancy Updates
By Tom Steinbach and Jill Bedford
The City of Oconomowoc,
along with Tall Pines
Conservancy and Ruekert
& Mielke, Inc., are working
together as lead partners in
the Oconomowoc Watershed
Protection Program (OWPP).
The ultimate goal of this
project is to reduce nonpoint source sediment from
agricultural land, urban
storm water, construction
sites, and to improve water
quality. This will enable
the City of Oconomowoc
to reach compliance with
the Department of Natural
Resources wastewater
and storm water permit
requirements in a costeffective manner. The
program was awarded one
of 3 Regional Conservation
Partnership Program Grants
in the State, and received
acceptance of the first
Adaptive Management Plan
by the DNR.
As another year comes to
a close we are happy to

Overall progress to date since
2015 includes a total of 33
land owners and/or producers
now involved in OWPP
projects. We have 11 long
term agreements for BMPs on
328 acres, most of which are
for 10 years.
And our really good news
is our total phosphorus
value at the Oconomowoc
River confluence with the
Rock River was 0.023 mg/l
in October, the last month
of our “official” monitoring
period for 2018. Our
average concentration at
the confluence for the last

The aerial seeding of cover crops improves soil health and provides
protection from erosion during the fall through spring seasons.

report on great progress for
the Oconomowoc Watershed
Protection Program. In 2018
we addressed 5 of our 8 “Hot
Spot” Goals. We met many
new contacts at our meetings
and farm related events. We
also planted 2,169 acres in
fall cover crops, which more
than doubled our 2017 total.
Most of these acres were

12 months was 0.068 mg/l!
And let’s not forget that the
weather has not been real kind
to us in 2017 and 2018. So to
see the results we're seeing is
extra significant.
A lot of work went into this
program again this past
year and we are thankful
for our many program
partners including Tall Pines
Conservancy and the Farmers
for Lake Country. And most
of all, many thanks to our
dedicated volunteers especially
with the water quality
monitoring and education
outreach programs.

planted by helicopter.
In addition, we
protected over 2,500
acres with some form
of Best Management
Practice (BMP).
Using conservative
estimates, we reduced
the total phosphorus
load in the watershed
by 2,500 pounds!!!!

Save the Date:
Clean Water Association, along with Tall Pines Conservancy, will be hosting the
4th Annual Healthy Lakes Conference on Friday, June 7th, at the Seven Seas
Restaurant.
Last year’s conference was a huge success with more than 100 participants.
Topics and workshops will be announced and registration will open in late March.
Please visit our website for more information: www.tallpinesconservancy.org.
During the 4th Annual OWPP Paddle at Fowler Lake, local students provided insights
into how residents can help protect our local waterways.

Support Our Stream Monitors: GIVE During The Big Share - March 5
On Tuesday, March 5, 2019, The Rock River Coalition will look for your support during Community Shares of Wisconsin’s
online giving day: The Big Share™.
The RRC goal is to train and equip three teams of citizen stream monitors: $3,000. This provides critical support for our
monitoring effort including providing equipment, training and support to new teams of citizen scientists.
The RRC is asking you to:
•
•
•

Mark your calendar for MARCH 5, 2019.
Follow us on Facebook: Help build the buzz.
Share our Facebook posts with your friends and family
members along with a personal note as to why you
believe in our work, and why they should give on
MARCH 5, 2019.

$50

$300

$600

Adopt a
Monitor:

Adopt a
Team:

Adopt a
Team:

Fund training
for one
monitor

Fund one
team’s
equipment

One Team
Equipped and
Trained!

The minimum gift is $10. The maximum is . . . up to you!
For more information or to donate, go to: https://www.thebigshare.org/organizations/rrc
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The Rock River Trail Continues to Expand and Enhance Visitor
Experiences
The Rock River Trail Initiative Council is comprised of individuals and organizations from along
the trail that meet regularly to look for innovative ways to encourage people to explore the river
and its communities. Established in 2010, the trail offers 320 miles of beautiful river to discover,
starting in Horicon, Wisconsin at the Horicon National Wildlife Refuge and ending where the Rock
River flows into the Mississippi River in Rock Island, Illinois. It crosses through Wisconsin and
Illinois and travels through 11 counties and encompasses 41 communities. We have worked over
the last eight years to improve river access and dam safety, and have installed signage along the
route for portages, paddling launches, biking and driving. It is recognized as a National Water
Trail by the National Park Service.
In April 2018 we distributed 10,000 oak saplings to communities along the river and will also
do so in 2019. Over the last 8 years Chad Pregracke, president of Living Lands and Waters’ One
Million Trees program, has donated over 75,000 oak saplings to the Rock River Trail Initiative
and our watershed. We also continue to support the Rock River Sweep each year, although
persistent flooding prevented most communities from participating in 2018.

You’ll find more than water along the Rock River Trail
The Rock River Trail is so much more than a water trail, as it offers many ways to experience
and discover the Rock River and its river communities. In 2018 we added a Birding Trail that
gives inside tips on the birding hotspots along the Rock River corridor.

Pelicans on the Horicon Marsh,
Photo by Terry Meyers

New initiatives for 2019
•

Launch and Market a 3 Minute Promotional Video that is produced by renowned photographer Nels Akerlund which highlights the experiences people can
enjoy along the trail.

•

Begin discussions with the board of Nature At The Confluence environmental center in South Beloit to have it host a Rock River Trail Information Center.
The center is strategically located at the half-way point of the Rock River Trail on the state line.

•

Add a Beer and Wine Trail to enhance the visitor experience and be a catalyst for new visits along the trail.

•

Create a new rack card highlighting all elements of the trail that will be made available at Convention and Visitor Bureaus, Chambers, outfitters, special
events, etc.

320-Mile Award
The Rock River Trail Initiative established a 320-Mile Award for individuals who
reach the goal of doing the whole 320 miles of the trail. In 2018 we gave out
our first awards to 2 bicyclists and a pilot that completed the trail, and we’ve
awarded nineteen 320-Mile Awards since it was established 3 years ago.

Head Out On The Rock River Trail!
You’ll find everything you’ll need to know about the Rock River Trail on the website,
www.rockrivertrail.com. Detailed trail maps, community links, tips and a calendar of
events can all be found on the website.
For more information email info@rockrivertrail.com or visit www.rockrivertrail.com.

Beloit paddlers completer the whole 320 mile trail.
Photo by Theresa Oldenburg

Preparing to make a portage on the trail.
Photo by Theresa Oldenburg
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The Rock River Stormwater Group Asks:
What Wisconsin’s Waterways Mean to You
Why I #ProtectWiWaterways Video Series
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel ProtectWiWaterways - to stay updated on video
content!

The full citation for the article is:
Compas, E.D. and Wade, S., 2018. Testing
the Waters: A Demonstration of a Novel
Water Quality Mapping System for Citizen
Science Groups. Citizen Science: Theory
and Practice, 3(2), p.6. DOI: http://doi.
org/10.5334/cstp.124

Do you have a personal story about what
the waterways mean to you, your family,
or another group?

The article abstract:

Protect Wisconsin Waterways encourages individuals moved by the cause to take videos of themselves
discussing the importance of Wisconsin’s waterways. We’re looking for individuals to share their own reasons to
#protectwiwaterways. Create a video of your own and upload it to social media using #protectwiwaterways for
a chance to be featured on the group’s page! Have a great story, but need help filming your video? The Protect
Wisconsin Waterways team will be in area communities throughout the summer and would be happy to film
your story. Check out our upcoming schedule of events at www.protectwiwaterways.org.

New Storm Drain Protector Program
Coming in 2019!
The Rock River Stormwater Group and Protect Wisconsin
Waterways will be launching a brand new storm drain
protection program in 2019. Residents across the Rock
River watershed that live near a storm drain will be
encouraged to help keep the gutters and storm drains
clear of debris and watch for illicit discharges down the
storm drains. If you are interested in learning more about
becoming a storm drain protector in your community you
can contact the group at protectwiwaterways@gmail.com.
For more information about what Protect Wisconsin
Waterways is up to, follow us on Facebook/Instagram (@
protectwisconsinwaterways) & Twitter (@protectwiwater),
or visit our website at protectwiwaterways.org.

Breeding Bird Atlas II needs you
The Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II is a comprehensive field survey that documents the distribution and
abundance of birds breeding across our state.
Birds are an essential part of Wisconsin’s culture and ecology. Yet many species face grave threats from
habitat loss, climate change, and other human-caused pressures and nearly one-third are imperiled or will
be without intervention. To conserve them, we need a current understanding of birds that rely on Wisconsin
to breed and raise their young. These insights help us identify the conservation needs of breeding birds
and try to meet those needs. Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II mobilizes volunteers across the state to
accomplish this — we need your help to document which
birds are breeding in your area!
Volunteering is easy and fun! ...And important, about
15% of Atlas survey blocks have seen little to no survey
effort, while an additional 25% still need some work to
be marked COMPLETE. Join us to learn where and how
we need you most, and why it matters. Together we can
finish strong!
When: April 5-7, Where: Holiday Inn & Convention Center,
1001 Amber Ave., Stevens Point
Registration: Register now! Advance registration of $30
available until March 15 and special room rates available
until March 6 (or until block is full).
Juvenile Black Tern
Photo by Jeffrey Strobel

In 2016 the RRC, UW-Whitewater and others
hosted a major endeavor, to paddle down
the Rock River in Wisconsin sampling water
quality with a new device created by Dr. Eric
Compas. Testing the Waters, a Paddle and
Probe Adventure was a huge success.
That innovative project has now been
documented in the on-line journal: Citizen
Science: Theory and Practice.

In November 2018, Protect Wisconsin
Waterways released four initial videos in the
Why I #ProtectWIWaterways video series.
The series showcases individual stories and
anecdotes on what Wisconsin’s waterways
mean to different individuals. The video series
highlights why community members want to
protect Wisconsin’s waterways, and why it is
important for others to do so as well.

Storm drains lead directly to our rivers and lakes. Help keep
our waters clean by joining the RRSG new storm drain
protection efforts.
Photo UWEX file photo

2016 Testing the Waters Project
the Focus of Journal Article

https://wsobirds.org/atlas

Citizen science initiatives are increasingly
using new devices, smartphone apps,
and interactive websites to improve
data quality and collection procedures,
better visualize trends and changes,
and increase volunteer engagement and
retention. This methods paper reports
on the development and demonstration
of a prototype water quality instrument
array and website to modernize
volunteer water quality sampling. Using
open source software and off the-shelf
components, our device measures GPS
location, dissolved oxygen, temperature,
conductivity, and pH at a high sampling
rate. Combined with a smartphone app
and website, the system provides realtime maps and visualization of water
quality data. We demonstrated the
device on an 11-day public expedition
called “Testing the Waters: A Paddle and
Probe Adventure” down the Rock River
in Wisconsin. The event was successful
in collecting 30,000 GPS-tagged water
samples across 324 km providing a unique
profile of the river’s water, identifying
potential water quality issues, and
establishing a baseline for comparison.
Through the project and additional
volunteer feedback, we learned lessons
about a broader-scale adoption including:
1) need to simplify setup and calibration;
2) need for further development of online
tools to better communicate with a nontechnical audience; and
3) need for a flexible device that works
in a variety of situations, e.g., static
deployment. The pilot demonstrated the
potential of new technology and a low-cost
device to expand the types and amount
of water quality data collected by citizen
monitors.
It’s great that this work is being recognized,
and that hopefully the probe system will be
improved and used by many citizen scientists
in the future.
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Save Money and Our Waters:
Use Less Salt This Winter
Salt and sand are major problems in our streams and lakes.
Once it’s spread on parking lots, streets, sidewalks and driveways, it’s on its way to the nearest lake or
stream and cannot be recovered.
Our waters have increased levels of salt and that can be a problem. In our wonderful wetlands
diversity has decreased and wood frogs development from eggs, to tadpoles to frogs has been
impacted. In ponds and lakes the number and types of fish has decreased and everywhere there is an
increased death rate among animals that live in water.

Become a RRC Member
In addition to supporting RRC work, members
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and
special events. To become a member, complete the
following:
Name

________________________________

Title

________________________________

So, let’s all save money this winter with these helpful tips — and help the lakes and rivers at the same time.

Affiliation ________________________________

•

Use a shovel first — don’t waste money on deicers.

Address

________________________________

•

Use deicers on ice — not snow. Shovel as soon as possible so that wet, heavy snow doesn’t turn
to ice.

City

_______________________State ____

Choose the right deicer —

Zip

__________ Phone (_____)_________
________________________________

•

•

•

•

Rock Salt or sodium chloride doesn’t work when the pavement is colder than 15°F.

E-mail

•

Magnesium chloride and calcium chloride cost more, but you use less and it works in colder
temps.

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

•

Have pets or young children, best choice is chloride free products like “Safe Paw”. Other options
that are safer than regular salt are calcium magnesium acetate (CMA), and calcium chloride
(CaCl2).

Sand and salt together? NO! The salt will melt the ice, but when it refreezes, the sand will be
frozen below the surface where it doesn’t do any good. Choose one or the other. Try removing the
ice by hand first before using either sand or salt.
A Stitch in Time — Make a note to redo areas where water ponds, or is always icy, to make it
less hazardous next winter.

Great Salt Website to Explore
By Suzanne Wade, Rock River Reflections editor
Wandering around the Internet today, I found a wonderful website about how to BE SALT WISE.
The url is https://www.wisaltwise.com/. Here is a
screen shot from their home page:
Each of the four colored squares leads you to great
information for home owners, elected officials and
public works staff.
Did you know that in Dane County, not only is the
obvious salt from winter spreading a problem, but so
are water softeners!
Click on Environment and you will learn that once
salt is in the environment it doesn’t go away. It
ends up in our lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands,
putting our aquatic life at risk and endangering our
freshwater resources. Our local lakes, waterways,
groundwater and soil have been absorbing virtually
all of the salt spread in the city for more than six
decades. Chloride from salt is toxic to small aquatic
life and degrades the natural ecosystem of our lakes.
Once salt is in our waterways, it does not break
down – it’s here to stay. It only takes 1 teaspoon of
salt to permanently pollute 5 gallons of water to a
level that is toxic to freshwater ecosystems.
WI Salt Wise Partnership
WI Salt Wise is a coalition of organizations from across Dane County working together to reduce salt
pollution in our lakes, streams and drinking water. Their primary goals are to: educate residents, leaders
and winter maintenance professionals on salt pollution and solutions, provide training and promote best
practices to reduce salt pollution and recognize contractors committed to using the right amount of salt
for conditions.
This is a wonderful partnership, I am glad I ran onto their website, and encourage you to spend some
time there too.

Memberships Fees
Individual

$ 25

Family

$ 35

Student/Senior Citizen

$ 15

Classroom

$ 25

Affiliates*

$ 50

Municipal**

$125

Corporate

$ 200

*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts,
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments,
administrative staff and elected officials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be
recognized and linked to your website from our website:
www.rockrivercoalition.org
Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Tax Deductible Donations
Amount

Purpose
General Support
Citizen Monitoring
Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and
can be targeted towards specific projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:
Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd
Jefferson, WI 53549
or register and pay online with PayPal at:
www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp
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Welcome Becca: New Monitoring Coordinator
Becca Dymzarov brings over 17
years of experience in environmental
outreach and education, ecological
restoration, and land protection. Becca
received her M.S. in Environment
and Resources from the University
of Wisconsin Madison, where she
focused on restoration ecology. Prior
to joining Rock River Coalition, Becca
worked in Wisconsin, California, and
Oregon for organizations such as,
Mississippi Valley Conservancy, The
Nature Conservancy, United States
Department of Fish and Wildlife
Service and Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources. Growing up in
Southern Wisconsin provided her with
both a familiarity and a love of our
local natural resources. She is very
excited to be working with Rock River Coalition as the new stream monitoring coordinator. Outside of work,
Becca spends her free time trying to catch up with her young son at neighborhood parks, growing food and
getting outside as much as possible.

New UW-Extension Educator
The Rock River Coalition welcomes Michelle
Scarpace as the new Natural Resource
Educator with the UW-Extension! Michelle
works in the Rock River watershed to engage
stakeholders in improving water quality, with
an emphasis on nonpoint agricultural source
pollution.
Specifically, she coordinates education
and outreach efforts to support farmer-led
initiatives focused on soil health and water
quality.

Thank You Nancy!
The Rock River Coalition Board thanks Nancy
Sheehan for her work as the Stream Monitoring
Coordinator working with citizens and partners
throughout the Rock River Basin! In November 2018,
Nancy started working full time at the University of
Wisconsin-Arboretum coordinating an international
citizen science program called Journey North. We’re
sad to see Nancy go – she’s been such an incredible
employee for the RRC since 2012 – but we’re happy
for her and the new challenges she’ll be facing.
Nancy shared with us that she will miss working with
the volunteer stream monitors. “I am proud of the
citizen-based stream monitoring program we have
created together these past six and a half years. We
have accomplished much together.”
With Nancy’s efforts, the stream monitoring program
thrived: the number of volunteers increased, phosphorus sampling was expanded, new partnerships were
forged, and steps were taken to display and interpret monitoring data. Nancy said “It has been my honor
and privilege to serve all of you who have made these accomplishments possible. Regardless of the citizen
science program we embrace, we are contributing to creating a world where people value and participate in
science. I believe that we, as citizen scientists, can have – and are having – an impact on how we manage
and protect our natural resources.”

Prior to joining UW-Extension, Michelle
worked for the Marion County Soil and Water
Conservation District in Iowa as a Watershed
Coordinator, and the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources as an Agricultural Runoff
Management Specialist.
Michelle has a B.S. in Soil and Land
Management from UW-Stevens Point, and a
M.S. in Agronomy from Kansas State University.
Michelle can be reached via email at michelle.
scarpace@ces.uwex.edu; Monday through
Wednesday in the Jefferson UW-Extension
office (920-674-719); and Thursday and Friday
in the Madison office (608-224-3696).

Thanks for everything Nancy – we know you will continue to protect and care for our natural resources!
Nancy completed
her work with
the Coalition
with a fantastic
citizen monitoring
Confluence.
Monitors shared
experiences,
learned about
stream health, and
how stormwater
can affect life in our
waters.
See more pictures
from the event on
page 2.
Photo by Danny
Balister, UWW
student

Time to Renew
Support our valuable work: stream
monitoring, restorable wetlands, this
newsletter and all our outreach efforts by
renewing your membership (or becoming
a new member) either at our website or
by mailing in the membership form in this
newsletter.
You can also sign up for an emailed rather
than mailed newsletter by sending a request
to info@rockrivercoalition.org.
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