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Increased Aquatic Invasive Species Assistance Comes to 
The Rock River Basin
By Patricia Cicero, Jefferson County Land and Water Conservation Department 
Jeanne Scherer, UW Madison Div. of Extension Natural Resources Institute

Welcome Addie: New Stream Monitoring & AIS Coordinator
A Pennsylvania native, Addie fell in love with nature at a young age, spending hours building 
stick forts and exploring the woods behind her childhood home. In 2017, she earned a B.S. 
in Biology and Environmental Studies from St. Mary’s College of Maryland (AMCM). While at 
SMCM, she studied coastal ecology on the Chesapeake Bay and worked as an environmental 
educator and writing tutor.  She also worked in turtle conservation and research in coastal 
New Jersey.
After graduating, Addie moved to Olympia, Washington, where she worked in land 
stewardship and volunteer coordination for the Nisqually Land Trust, a watershed-based 
non-profit organization. She particularly enjoyed working with volunteers from all walks of 
life and helping them get involved in monitoring and restoring special habitats around the 
watershed.
In her spare time, Addie enjoys hiking, 
making art and playing music. She loves to 
garden and is always trying to get better 
at growing and preserving her own food.
Addie is excited to explore the Rock River 
Basin and get to know the Rock River 
Coalition’s members, volunteers, and 
partners. She is looking forward to diving 
into the water quality monitoring program 
and new aquatic invasive species program, 
and she is excited to help build community 
around these important issues impacting 
the Rock River area.

Our new Stream Monitoring and AIS Coordinator, 
Addie Schlussel. 

The Rock River Basin has 
been fortunate to have 
people working on aquatic 
invasive species (AIS) 
prevention, monitoring, and 
management in our lakes 
and rivers for many years, 
but not every county has had 
someone to do or lead the 
work. The role of County AIS 
Coordinator has often been 
added on to another job 
with many responsibilities. 
Some coordinators have 
been grant funded by the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR), 
but the grants can be difficult 
to compete for and require 
matches that not every 
budget can absorb. These 
problems have occurred 
throughout the state.
A new WDNR program, 
the Lakes Monitoring & 
Protection Network (LMPN) 
kicked off in January 2021 
to provide non-competitive 
grant funding to every county 

in the state with an interest 
in taking on the work. If 
they choose to apply, they 
are provided consistent, 
predictable funding on an 
annual basis for county 
staff or a designated agent 
to perform routine lake 
protection and monitoring 
tasks. Alison Mikulyuk, WDNR 
Lakes and Rivers Team 
Leader, tells us that, “The 
LMPN will provide consistent 
funding to build a stronger 
monitoring and protection 
network resulting in a more 
uniform application of these 
programs across Wisconsin.”
Jefferson County Land 
and Water Conservation 
Department has worked 
on some AIS programs for 
many years. One example 
is the Clean Boats, Clean 

Waters Program that strives 
to educate boaters and 
fishermen about the laws 
that prevent the introduction 
of AIS as well as control the 
spread of aquatic invasive 
species and diseases. The 
LMPN funding will allow the 
county to expand their work 
to include more AIS programs 
and educational opportunities.
Dodge County decided 
that they wanted to offer 
AIS programing and lake 
monitoring coordination 
through the LMPN funding. 
They designated the Rock 
River Coalition to be the entity 
to deliver these new services 
in the county. This work will 
get started this spring with a 
variety of activities including 
coordination of AIS and lake 
monitoring by citizens, and 

assisting lake groups and 
citizens plan for initiating 
Clean Boats, Clean Water 
Programs.
In the Rock River Basin, 
several counties have had 
AIS Coordinators in place 
for several years including 
Columbia, Dane, Fond du Lac, 
Jefferson, Washington, and 
Waukesha Counties. Many of 
these Counties will be able 
to expand their work on AIS 
and citizen lake monitoring. 
Thanks to the LMPN funding, 
these additional Counties will 
have Coordinators in 2021: 
Dodge and Walworth Counties.
To find out more about state-
wide aquatic invasive species 
efforts, visit https://dnr.
wi.gov/lakes/invasives/.
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Rock River Coalition President’s Message

One of the goals of the Rock River Trail Initiative is to enhance the river ecosystem through 
natural resource conservation, stewardship and environmental planning and design. 
A number of dedicated individuals are actively engaged in river stewardship. Gae Bergmann, 
a certified master gardener in Dodge County, WI, shares her thoughts on actions we can 
take to help manage the shoreline of the Rock River.
How many of us truly appreciate the value of our river shoreline? Why it is important and 
how we can improve it are matters of simplicity and common sense. And, at the same time, 
we can accomplish what is very important to many people -- promoting fish populations, 
enhancing wildlife habitat, stabilizing against shore erosion and improving water quality.  
For example, river health can be helped when natural or man-made structures decrease 

runoff. One excellent protection is the use of rain gardens to slow runoff and filter out sediment, oil and lawn care 
chemicals. The latter, along with lawn fertilizers, can lead to fish kills and algae blooms. In addition, rain gardens, with 
their many varieties of flowers and grasses, are natural draws to butterflies and other wildlife, and add beauty and 
diversity to one's property. 
The trees along the shoreline are also vital to lake health. They offer protection to fish, as they provide shelter from sun 
on very hot days, stabilize the shoreline and filter runoff water. Trees in the water are vital as nurseries for young fish.
One of the most efficient and simplest of health solutions for surface waters is the use of un-mowed vegetative buffer 
zones. These are spaces along the shoreline between the upland and water that can provide habitat for a variety of 
wildlife. 
The presence of native plants with deep roots, 
flowers, shrubs and trees keeps erosion at bay, 
helping to improve water clarity. The buffer 
zone reduces erosion caused by boat wakes, 
filters out contaminated water and helps 
maintain the riverine ecosystem. Traditionally 
mowed lawns are shallow rooted and provide 
little erosion protection and wildlife habitat. 
Mowed lawns require frequent maintenance 
and are often over fertilized. Some lawn 
fertilizers contain phosphorus, which when 
reaching surface waters from runoff will 
stimulate algae growth. Mowed lawns are also 
most alluring to flocks of geese!
We, as stewards of our streams and lakes, 
have considerable options to protect and 
restore the natural environmental conditions 
of our shoreline, which will help ensure the 
waters we love remain healthy for years to 
come.  
(Adapted from a presentation given by Gae Bergmann to Dodge County Lakes and Rivers Group)

Thoughts on Shoreline Management by the Rock River Trail Initiative

Rock River shoreline at River Bend Park, Horicon, WI

Can you feel it? 

A hint of spring, slightly longer days, 
and the promise of a vaccine that will 
bring us out of this long, dark winter? 

I do, and I hope you do, too. This 
winter, we’ve been looking forward – 
perhaps all this time inside has been 
good to reflect on who we are (as a 
nation, as an organization) and where 
we want to go next. 

With the help of Michelle Scarpace 
and Mindy Habacker (both from UW 
Extension), we’re undertaking an 
organizational assessment, called 
“Footsteps to the Future,” to assess 
the progress we’re making on our 
mission and how it could be improved 
(thanks to all who have participated 
in focus groups and surveys!). We will 
spend much of the spring reviewing 

and making adjustments from this 
exercise. 

I’m also asking that you join me 
in giving a hearty welcome to the 
newest member of our staff, Addie 
Schlussel, who will be taking on our 
new Stream Monitor and Aquatic 
Invasive Species Coordinator role. 
We’re excited about the ideas and 
energy she’ll be bringing and sharing 
with us. Hopefully, we’ll all be able to 
head back out to our monitoring sites 
this summer with few restrictions and 
renewed energy. We’ve all learned a 
thing or two about community and 
what it means to us. 

I look forward to seeing the Coalition’s 
community back together, learning 
and sharing our knowledge of the 
complex and beautiful waterways in 
our basin.

Stay safe everyone and thanks again 
for your continued support of our 
small-but-mighty organization and its 
important mission.
Eric  Compas

RRC Board President 
compase@uww.edu 
920-397-9821 
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Madison, Wis., January 5, 2021 – The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in Wisconsin has 
announced the fiscal year 2021 signup 
deadline is February 5, 2021, for 
Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) 
and Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) 
applications. 
The 2018 Farm Bill has provided NRCS 
with technical and financial assistance 
to help private landowners, tribes, 
land trusts and other groups protect 
these valuable lands. 
The Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP) umbrella 
focuses on restoring and protecting 
wetlands as well as conserving 
productive agricultural lands and 
grasslands. 
The WRE component provides 
landowners compensation for 
enrolling their land in easements. The 
ALE component works with eligible 
partners to protect agricultural use 
and conservation values of eligible 
land. 
Applications for WRE and ALE are 
taken on a continuous basis and they 
are ranked and considered for funding 
one time a year. Landowners who 
have applied for WRE and partners 
who have applied for ALE in the 
past need not apply again but may 
be asked to update their application 
documents. “There may be other 
funding opportunities for WRE later 
in the year. If you do not get an 
application in by February 5, you may 
still submit one during the summer. 
We will consider those applications for 
funding in the 2022 fiscal year, which 
begins in October 2021,” said Greg 
Kidd, Assistant State Conservationist 
for Easements. 
Wetland Reserve Easements—Through 
ACEP-WRE, NRCS helps landowners 
and tribes to restore and protect 
wetland ecosystems. WREs are either 
permanent or for 30 years in length. 
Eligible lands include land that is 
drained and can successfully be 
restored and riparian areas that link 
protected wetland areas. 
As part of the easement, NRCS and 
the landowner work together to 
develop a plan for the restoration and 
maintenance of the wetland. 
Agricultural Land Easements—Through 
ACEP-ALE, NRCS works with eligible 
partners who purchase Agricultural 
Land Easements (ALE) that protect 
the agricultural use and conservation 

NRCS Wisconsin Announces Deadline for 2021 Wetland Reserve 
and Agricultural Land Easement Programs
By Tivoli Gough, NRCS State Public Affairs Specialist

values of eligible land.  ALEs can 
help farmers and ranchers keep their 
land in agriculture. The program also 
protects grazing land by conserving 
grassland, rangeland, pastureland 
and shrubland. 
Eligible partners include Indian 
tribes, state and local governments 
and non-governmental organizations, 
such as Land Trusts that have 
farmland or grassland protection 
programs. 
Please note that NRCS does not 
require ACEP applicants to visit 
USDA Service Centers in person. 
Landowners can start their WRE 
applications by phone or online and 
follow up by mail or online. 
If the land qualifies, additional 
documentation such as an ownership 
deed and Farm Service Agency 
information will be required. 
Online services are available to 
customers with an eAuth account, 
which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers 
can view USDA farm loan information 
and payments and view and track 
certain USDA program applications 
and payments. An eAuthentication 
account is a way for you to interact 
with USDA websites online. It gives 
you the ability to identify yourself 
to the USDA via your User ID and 
password. It permits you to access 
a wide range of USDA applications 
across the many USDA agencies and 
their services. 
Customers who do not already have 
an eAuth account can enroll at 
 www.farmers.gov/sign-in. 
Landowners and tribes interested in 
Wetland Reserve Easements should 
contact their local USDA Service 
Center to get started. 
For more information, read our 
brochure featuring the long-term 
benefits of healthy wetlands, 
including descriptions of each 
program, pictures from restorations 
across the state, featured 
landowners, partnership highlights, 
and more here.

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender.

Diverse wetlands thriving through the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program. 

Healthy wetlands sequester carbon by removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 
Photos by NRCS Wisconsin Easements Staff.

Wisconsin’s NRCS wetland easements provide ecosystem services valued at over $11.8 million for 
flood control, $1.5 million for water supply, and $6.7 million for nutrient recycling per year. 
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2021 Volunteer Stream Monitoring
Like you, we at Rock River Coalition are adapting in response to the challenges of living in the time of 
COVID-19. We continue to monitor the Wisconsin Department of Health Services regarding recommendations 
and are taking measures to help protect the health and well-being of our staff, board members, volunteers and 
supporters. We hope to host stream monitoring trainings in 2021, but we don’t yet know when they will take 
place, or how/if they will happen online/in person.
Despite Covid-19 we are recruiting volunteers to assess the health of streams in Dodge County (new expansion 
project) and throughout the Rock River Basin. Volunteer stream monitors devote a few hours each month (from 
May to October) to collect data at a dedicated site. This data is vital to understanding stream health in south-
central Wisconsin. It assists in identifying healthy stream segments and flagging segments that potentially have 
water quality concerns. The data collected helps target local efforts where they are needed. 
Please continue to stay tuned for more information about stream monitoring trainings, stream monitoring and 
our events. I will send out updates on stream monitoring and other Rock River Coalition events via our online 
newsletter. We will also be updating our Facebook page and website.
If you are interested in volunteering this season or signing up for our online newsletter, please contact:  
info@rockrivercoaltion.org.

Since March 2020 and the COVID-19 virus pandemic, the Rock River Stormwater Group (RRSG) and Protect 
Wisconsin Waterways have shifted to virtual engagement activities. While we missed our face-to-face 
interactions at community farmer’s marketers and other events these past few months, we look forward to 
once again visiting with community members about how to Protect Wisconsin’s Waterways. In the meantime, 
we have focused on keeping our volunteer staff and 
community members safe, but engaged via virtual channels 
and building connections for future partnerships.

Join Our Storm Drain Protectors From Home
With the cold weather setting in, the streets will be covered 
in ice and snow. We need your help to keep our storm 
drains clear. Be a part of the Storm Drain Protector Program 
from home! Grab some winter gloves and a shovel to clear 
your storm drains and keep waste out of our waterways.
In the past, Protect Wisconsin Waterways representatives 
canvassed neighborhoods in Fort Atkinson, Waupun, 
Whitewater, and Beloit to ask community members to sign 
up for our Storm Drain Protector Program. The canvassers 
went door-to-door, stopping at homes with storm drains 
adjacent to the property to inform them of the Storm 
Drain Protector Program and how they can help keep our 
waterways free from unnecessary stormwater pollution. At 
this time, we are not able to safely continue our door-to-door 
canvassing efforts. So we are asking if there are any storm 
drains in your neighborhood, please sign up to be a Storm Drain Protector. It is completely free and helps us 
know that there are people taking care of their communities and our waterways. 
There are already over 100 Storm Drain Protectors and we want you to be one too! You can sign up online 
today! Visit protectwiwaterways.org/sdpp to sign up to protect your storm drain and ultimately protect our 
waterways!

Together We Can Protect Our Waterways
The waterways are a shared resource that needs to be protected. To do that, teamwork and 
partnerships are necessary. The Rock River Stormwater Group and Protect Wisconsin Waterways are looking 
to make connections and partner with other groups who are making efforts to protect our precious resource! 
If your group is interested in discussing how Protect Wisconsin Waterways can help your group achieve its 
waterway protection goals, email protectwiwaterways@gmail.com or message us on social media.
Follow us on social media for other tips on how you can help Protect Wisconsin Waterways! 

Facebook: @protectwisconsinwaterways
Instagram: @protectwisconsinwaterways
Twitter: @protectwiwater

Rock River Stormwater Group Continues 
Efforts to Protect Our Waterways

Dodge County Alliance for 
Healthy Soil – Healthy Water 
Lakes…Farmers…Government 
Agencies 
All Building a Community 
Dedicated to Soil & Water 
Health
By Colleen Crane
The three largest lakes in Dodge County 
(Beaver Dam Lake, Fox Lake, and Lake 
Sinissippi) are surrounded by agriculture 
and water quality can be a challenge. Five 
years ago, the Dodge County Alliance for 
Healthy Soil – Healthy Water was formed. 
It was a forum for individuals from lakes, 
farming, and State / County offices 
to gather, to listen to the issues and 
challenges, and to work together for 
solutions.
The Dodge County Alliance for Healthy 
Soil – Healthy Water has generated 
interest not only statewide, but nationally. 
The Alliance is an example of innovation 
which is taking a watershed approach 
for lakes. Members of conservation 
agriculture, the DNR, Dodge County Land 
Water Conservation, UW-Extension, and 
lake associations/districts work together 
to increase soil health and water quality.
The Rock River Coalition supports the 
Alliance and encourages our members to  
sign up for Alliance news. 
Go to HealthySoilHealthyWater.org, scroll 
to the bottom of the home page, and click 
on the Opt-In button.
The mission of the Dodge County Alliance 
for Healthy Soil – Healthy Water Alliance 
is to build a community dedicated to 
soil and water health. Communicating 
between farmers, lake property owners, 
and government agencies, the Alliance 
works to affect change for healthy soil 
and healthy water, provide education, 
support projects, foster community 
partnerships, and build relationships while 
promoting Dodge County successes. 

“Dump no waste.  Drains to river.”  
Cities, such as Waupun, stencil messages next to storm 
drains to inform the community where they lead. 

Photo by Samantha Rennie
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The Big Share March 2, 2021
The Big Share is a way 
for everyone to support 
nonprofits like Rock River 
Coalition that work for 
social and environmental 
justice.
From virtual events to fun 
ways to get your friends 
to support the causes 
you care about most, 
The Big Share is a fun 
and easy way to give. 
Visit TheBigShare.org 
to donate now through 
midnight on March 2. 
#CSWBigShare

Double your impact with Homestead Title Company 
$1,000 Match!

Homestead Title’s 
mission is to create 
comfortable, safe 
environments for 
our staff, clients and 
customers’ and support 
the neighborhoods we 
serve and share.  
We support organizations like the Rock River Coalition and 
the important work they do to make our communities better, 
healthier, and safer places to live. 
They have generously offered to match your contributions up 
to $1,000.

Learn About and Celebrate Our Water Resources! 
By Michelle Scarpace, Natural Resource Educator, UW-Madison Division of Extension
Through a natural resources’ perspective, 2021 is sure starting off to be an 
eventful year! From starting off the year with the beautiful wintery scenery 
created by hoar frost to upcoming celebrations and conferences, we are in store 
for a year of learning and appreciation for our bountiful water resources we have 
in Wisconsin. 
February starts off with the celebration of World Wetlands Day on Feb. 2nd. 
World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year to raise awareness about the vital 
role of wetlands for people and our planet. It’s no doubt that those of us in the 
Rock River Basin appreciate wetlands, as historically, the basin has been shaped 
by wetlands. As glaciation occurred throughout this area, it left behind unsorted 
material (glacial till), sorted material (glacial outwash), and deposits from glacial 
lakes (lacustrine deposits). Many of these depositions are poorly drained and 
formed wetlands throughout the basin. Specifically, Glacial Lake Scuppernong 
covered most of Jefferson county during the last glaciation and deposited nearly 
level layers of clay and silty clay. You can see the flat plain that Glacial Lake 
Scuppernong left behind off the Scuppernong Segment of the Ice Age Trail 
through the Southern Kettle Moraine State Forest. With the clay deposit and level 
elevations, many of the low-lying areas are dominated by wetlands. However, 
much of the landscape has changed over the last 150 years as wetlands were 
diminished by 50% to support urban and agriculture development. 
Despite the loss of wetlands, there are still wetlands among the landscape that 
provide many ecological benefits. The most well-known wetland in our area 
is Horicon Marsh as it is a designated Wetland of International Importance. 
Horicon Marsh is one of the largest intact freshwater wetlands in the US and 
one of the largest cattail marshes in the world, making this marsh an extremely 
important site for migratory birds. Wetland provide many benefits to wildlife as 
75% of Wisconsin’s wildlife depend on wetlands at some point during their lives. 
Besides wildlife benefits, wetlands also provide clean drinking water, shoreline 
protection, support rare plants, and provide flood protection. The Wisconsin 
Wetlands Association identified “Workhorse Wetlands” across the state that 
provide a variety of natural benefits to our community. Turtle Valley was identified 
as a Workhorse Wetland because it supports more than 120 species of breeding 
and migratory birds. Restoration efforts of Turtle Valley also provide storage of 
floodwaters and filter sediment to help improve water quality and lessen flooding 
effects throughout the Turtle Creek Watershed. 
As we take February 2nd to appreciate wetlands and the services they provide to 
our environment, remember that you can celebrate wetlands every day! Try to 
make it a point to visit a wetland close to you and learn more about wetlands! 
The Wisconsin Wetlands Association has excellent resources to learn about 
wetlands, how to manage them on your property, and tools for communities to 
understand the importance of wetlands. Check out more at wisconsinwetlands.
org and go to the ‘Learn’ tab! 
If you are craving more information about our water resources, consider 
attending 2021 Wisconsin Water Week March 8-12, 2021. What has traditionally 
been the WI Lakes Convention held in April in Stevens Point every year, will be 
virtual this year. 
Register at wisconsinlakes.org and go to the ’Wisconsin Water Week’ tab. 
There are many ways to celebrate our water resources, and the wetlands that 
help protect them. Although we may feel stuck inside this winter, there are many 
opportunities to connect with your fellow water lovers through virtual events or 
get outside and explore your favorite water resource! 

Sources:
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 2015. The ecological landscapes 
of Wisconsin: An assessment of ecological resources and a guide to planning 
sustainable management. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, PUB-
SS-1131 2015, Madison.
Wisconsin Wetlands Association. Wetland Gems, Workhorse Wetlands, 
and Wetlands of International Importance. Online resource: https://www.
wisconsinwetlands.org/learn/about-wetlands/explore/ 

Horicon Marsh on an early spring day. 
Photo by Michelle Scarpace
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A few years ago, the Friends of Badfish 
Creek Watershed (FBCW) learned from 
Rick Wietersen of the Rock County 
Health Department that levels of E. coli 
in Badfish Creek and the Lower Yahara 
River had become unacceptable for 
recreational use at certain times of the 
year. 
The little Badfish, just over 22 miles 
long, flows through agricultural land 
in Dane County and then in Rock 
County where it joins the larger Lower 
Yahara River. Along the way, it’s 
also the recipient of treated sewage 
effluent from Madison and the village 
of Oregon. The Madison Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) discharge 
permit from DNR requires that effluent 
is seasonally disinfected with UV 
treatment, currently April 15-Oct 15 
each year; but beginning Mar 1, 2022, 
and thereafter, disinfection will be 
Mar 1-Nov 30. However, a variance in 
Oregon’s permit completely exempts 
their treatment plant from disinfection.
Because many kayakers and canoeists 
paddle the creek all year around, 
FBCW wants the stream’s water to 
be as safe as possible for as much of 
the year as possible. Thus, the hunt 
is on for the primary source of the E. 
coli, manure runoff or human effluent. 
FBCW is partnering with Rock County 
to explore what percentage each 
of these sources contributes, using 
Microbial Source Tracking. The results 
will be used to encourage policy 
changes.
On six dates during 2020, volunteers 
collected samples at five sites along 
the Badfish and two along the Lower 
Yahara. Sites were chosen to take 
into account the effect of tributaries 
on E. coli levels. Moving downstream, 
the Badfish sites are: MMSD outfall 
at Hwy B; Oregon outfall on the 
Oregon Branch; Hwy A downstream 
of the tributary Rutland Branch, at 
which point the stream becomes 
Badfish Creek proper; Leedle Mill, 
downstream of the tributary Frog Pond 
Creek; and Hwy 138, downstream 
of the tributary Spring Creek. The 
sites on the Yahara are Stebbinsville, 
downstream of Stoughton’s treatment 
plant (seasonal disinfection: May 1-Oct 
31) and upstream of the Badfish/
Yahara confluence; and Murwin Park, 
downstream of the Badfish/Yahara 
confluence. Dates were chosen 
to reflect differences between the 
disinfection and non-disinfection 
periods.
Samples were tested at the Wisconsin 
State Laboratory of Hygiene in 
Madison both for levels of E. coli and 
levels of Bacteriodes, genetic markers 

Bacteria in the Badfish: An Update
By Lynne Diebel; Director, Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed

which distinguish between human 
and ruminant E. coli (Microbial Source 
Tracking.) 
Matt Wesson and Janis Baumann of 
Rock County Health graphed the 2020 
sampling data shown in the three 
charts. As you can see, based on the 
collected data, E. coli typically spikes to 
elevated levels during late Fall through 
early Spring. The levels of E. coli during 
this six-month period are often above 
1000 cfu per 100 ml of water.  (As a 
point of reference, 1000 cfu of E. coli is 
the level at which beaches are required 
to be closed. The Rock County Health 
Department issues a health advisory 
on their website for recreational waters 
that exceed 1000 cfu.) 
The 2020 Microbial Source Tracking 
results point to our tentative conclusion 
that human effluent is the main 
source of E. coli in the Badfish. Levels 
of human Bacteriodes significantly 
dominated ruminant Bacteriodes for all 
sampling dates. (Please note that the 
scales of the two Bacteriodes charts 
are different: the range of values 
for the human gene copies is 569 – 
694,675, and for ruminant gene copies, 
0 – 95,281.)
In an interesting addition to the human 
and ruminant marker count, the lab 
used the FBCW samples to look for 
swine and waterfowl markers on an 
experimental basis. Swine markers 
were found in the May 15 sample 
at Murwin Park, but otherwise were 
completely absent from the 2020 data. 
And because the swine and waterfowl 
testing are considered experimental, 
those results won’t be part of the 
project’s official data base.  
The project goal is to collect two full 
years of data to inform and support our 
recommendations. FBCW currently has 
funding to cover three sampling dates 
in 2021 and is applying for additional 
grants to continue tracking E. coli and 
Bacteriodes throughout 2021. 
Funding for the project has come 
thus far from generous members 
of the People’s United Methodist 
Church of Oregon, WI, through the 
church’s Green Team Mission of the 
Month program; two grants from 
the Stoughton Area Community 
Foundation; a Wisconsin DNR River 
Planning grant, through the Surface 
Water Grant Program; and generous 
gifts from individuals who love the 
Badfish. 
Learn more about the Friends of 
Badfish Creek, a chapter of the 
Rock River Coalition at https://
rockrivercoalition.org/chapters/badfish/
Like us on Facebook.
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*Required Seasonal Disinfection Period is based on the document below and may not fully reflect the WPDES final 
approval or MMSD’s 2020 actual start/stop dates 
 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/documents/AmWqt/DraftPermitMMSD.pdf 

dfa 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  

Required Seasonal Disinfection Period* 

 
*Required Seasonal Disinfection Period is based on the document below and may not fully reflect the WPDES final 
approval or MMSD’s 2020 actual start/stop dates 
 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/documents/AmWqt/DraftPermitMMSD.pdf 

dfa 
 
 

*Required Seasonal Disinfection Period is based on the pdf  
document below and may not fully reflect the WPDES final  
approval or MMSD’s 2020 actual start/stop dates
Seasonal Disinfection
Disinfection shall be provided from April 15 through October 15 each 
year at the Badfish Creek Outfall (001). Beginning 2022, and thereafter 
disinfection will be provided for the Badfish Creek Outfall from March 1 
through November 30 of each year.

Read the full PDF at: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/documents/
AmWqt/ DraftPermitMMSD.pdf

 

Required Seasonal Disinfection Period* 

<ROQ - Ruminant Bacteroides result was detected but not quantifiable based on the range of quantification (ROQ) 
 
*Required Seasonal Disinfection Period is based on the document below and may not fully reflect the WPDES final 
approval or MMSD’s 2020 actual start/stop dates 
 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/documents/AmWqt/DraftPermitMMSD.pdf 

dfa 
 

<ROQ 
<ROQ 

<ROQ 

<ROQ 

) 

<ROQ - Ruminant Bacteroides result was detected but not quantifiable based on the 
range of quantification (ROQ) 



7

In addition to supporting RRC work, members 
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and 
special events. To become a member, complete the 
following:  

Name ________________________________

Title ________________________________

Affiliation ________________________________

Address ________________________________

City _______________________State ____

Zip __________  Phone (_____)_________

E-mail ________________________________

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Memberships Fees

Individual  $ 25  

Family $ 35

Student/Senior Citizen $ 15

Classroom $ 25

Affiliates* $ 50

Municipal** $125

Corporate $ 200
*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts, 
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments, 
administrative staff and elected officials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be 
recognized and linked to your website from our website:

www.rockrivercoalition.org

Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this 
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Become a RRC Member

Tax Deductible Donations

Amount Purpose 

General Support

Citizen Monitoring

Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and  
can be targeted towards specific projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:

Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd

Jefferson, WI 53549
or register and pay online with PayPal at:

www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp

Wisconsin Salt Awareness Week 2021 Draws 
Attention to a Statewide Issue
By Allison Madison 
The first-ever Wisconsin Salt Awareness Week was held January 11-15, 2021. Hilary Dugan and Bill Hintz, 
freshwater researchers from UW-Madison and the University of Toledo, respectively, kicked off a week of 
lunch hour presentations. Dugan and Hintz’s joint presentation, “Salty Streams and Formerly Freshwater 
Lakes: An Ecosystem Perspective” was livestreamed by over 150 individuals and, at the time of publication, 
has been viewed by over 400. Other speakers included groundwater specialists, industry professionals, and a 
veterinarian. 
All talks can be accessed at www.wisaltwise.com by following the link to “Salt Awareness Week.”
The week’s events did not go unnoticed by state legislators. Representative Dianne Hesselbein proposed 
a bill to recognize January 2021 as Wisconsin Salt Awareness Month, and many others signed on as co-
sponsors. Even more promising, her staff is currently working with WI Salt Wise to draft further legislation 
around salt use.
Now is the time to take action! 
All the salt that we’ve applied in the last 50-plus years has been building up in our soil and water. When the 
salt we apply appears to “disappear,” it is traveling as salty snowmelt directly into our lakes and streams. 
These “snowmelt” events, caused by the relatively low freezing point of saltwater, lead to spikes of chloride 
in freshwater systems. When those spikes exceed 757 mg/L, the acute toxicity (“fast death”) threshold for 
chloride, they immediately threaten the health of freshwater ecosystems. The buildup of salt in freshwater 
over time causes another threat to aquatic organisms – chronic toxicity. Wisconsin’s chronic toxicity (“slow 
death”) standard is 395 mg/L.
Currently, over 40 Wisconsin waterbodies are known to be impaired due to high chloride concentrations. 
Salt is clearly on the radar of regional planning commissions in south central and southeastern Wisconsin as 
experts in both regions investigate the impacts of salt on local streams and methods for changing the tide 
on salt use. Recent data from the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission’s study include 
chloride concentration spikes above 3,000mg/L. Natural concentrations are 0-10mg/L.

You Can Help!
You can help support efforts to understand the breadth and depth of this issue by participating in the Izaak 
Walton League’s Salt Watch. This citizen science campaign aggregates citizen science data on chloride 
concentrations across the United States. Learn more at https://www.iwla.org/water/stream-monitoring/
winter-salt-watch. 
If you’re interested in volunteering directly with WI Salt Wise, please reach out to wisaltwise@gmail.com.

Chloride Concentrations in Wisconsin Surface Waters
Graphic from WI Chloride Concentrations
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Rock River Basin Conference
Hosted by The Rock River Coalition

Thursday, March 11, 2021
8:30 am – 3:45 pm

Online & as a part of the Wisconsin Water Week

Thursday March 11 Focus on the Rock River Basin: 
Morning Agenda 
Keynote: The Art and Practice of Earth Repair; Stories from 
Around the World

Judith Schwartz, Vermont-based author, and journalist whose work 
includes the books The Reindeer Chronicles and Other Inspiring 
Stories of Working With Nature to Heal the Earth, Cows Save the 
Planet, and Water in Plain Sight. 

Breakout Session: Water Quality and the Yahara Watershed
Todd Stuntebeck, USGS, Kyle Minks, Dane County Land & Water 
Resources Department, Watershed Manager and Luke Wynn, Clean 
Lakes Alliance, Watershed Initiatives Specialist

Breakout Session: Lake Shoreland and Shallows Surveys: 
Survey Overview and Potential Data Uses

Patricia Cicero, Director, Land and Water Conservation Department 
and Lianna Spencer, Lake Manager, Lake Ripley Management District

Thursday March 11 Focus on the Rock River Basin: 
Mid-day Agenda
Keynote: Rock River Basin TMDL Update 

Mark Riedel: WI DNR  Rock River Basin TMDL Project Manager
Breakout Session: Adaptive Management in Action - Madison and Oconomowoc

Tom Steinbach, Oconomowoc Watershed Protection Program and Kim Meyer, Yahara WINS 
Breakout Session: Conservation Successes in The Rock River Basin

Craig Ficenec, Program Director with Sand County Foundation, Tracy Zemlo, Executive Director of the Fox Lake Inland Lake Protection and Rehabilitation 
District, Dale Macheel, Farmer, member of Dodge County Farmers for Healthy Soil & Healthy Water, Commissioner of FLIPARD

Thursday March 11 Focus on the Rock River Basin:  
Afternoon Agenda
Keynote: United, We Can Solve This

Tia Nelson, Managing Director of Climate at Outrider Madison, WI

Registration
Cost for a day is $20. RRC Members Free on Thursday with 
Coupon Code
Contact Shannon Batzko: sbatzko.rrc@gmail.com to receive coupon code.
Become a member on-line at http://www.rockrivercoalition.org 
or by sending in the membership form on page 7.
To register and learn more about WI Water Week go to:  
https://wisconsinlakes.org/wisconsin-water-week/

2021 Wisconsin Water Week
The Wisconsin Lakes Conference, 2021 Wisconsin Water Week, 
Navigating in Turbulent Times,  takes on a new look in 2021. The 
week’s format will consist of statewide programming on Monday-
Wednesday covering a host of topics from surface to ground to 
drinking water, looking at everything from big trends to restorative 
actions.
Thursday will concentrate on regions, anchored by the Red Cedar 
Watershed Conference and its keynote speakers. The Red Cedar and 
other regional “gatherings” including the Rock River Basin will hold 
breakout sessions in between the day’s keynotes.
Friday is designed to be a day of action, with local events (in person, 
if possible) including workshops, trainings, and field trips, most 
organized by your local groups.

The Rock River at CW


