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On the Lookout for Two Spring Aquatic Invasive Species
Jeanne Scherer, Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach Specialist, UW-Madison Division of Extension
With spring comes
spring flowers, but
what’s beautiful in
the yard can turn
out to be a problem
when they escape to
our river, streams and
lakes.
Yellow Iris
Have you ever
noticed the yellow
iris that appear along
the Rock River, some
of its tributaries
and nearby ditches
in spring? They’re
pretty, but they aren’t
native and can grow
dense enough to
choke small streams
Yellow Iris
and wetlands, ruining
the habitat. All parts
pink/red flowers that bees
of the plant are poisonous
seem to like, but they also
to some degree. Planted in
form dense clumps 3 to
a small pond in spring, they
6-feet tall on shorelines and
can take over by fall with 3 to
into the water, crowding
5-foot-tall clumps of leaves.
out native plants that many
Flowering Rush
Flowering rush blooms in
early summer. It has delicate

animals and insects count on
for survival. Some patches of
flowering rush primarily grow
leaves, so they don’t even
help bees.
Although it can be hard
to pinpoint where a plant
originally came from, these
probably arrived as garden
plants. Now, they’re illegal
to sell or share in Wisconsin
under the Invasive Species
Rule – NR40.

Flowering Rush photo by Paul Skawinski

large disc-shaped seeds of
yellow iris are responsible for
much of their spread.
Putting on a pair of gloves
and cutting off the flowers
can help keep a small patch
from spreading.
You can even put them in
a vase to admire, but then
dispose of them in the
garbage.
Digging the plants out
completely is recommended,
removing as much of the
roots and rhizomes as
possible. The plants should
then be bagged and put in
the trash.

Some may have been planted
in wet areas next to a lake or
river and spread on their own.

Check with your municipality
for invasive plant disposal
rules.

In other cases, gardeners,
fed up with them hogging
all the space from better
behaved plants, might have
thrown some into nearby
waters to avoid killing them,
but that’s breaking the law.

Flowering rush is a challenge
to dig out because the small
bulbils (small, onion like
growths on the roots) can
break off and be left behind
or float downstream.

What Can You Do?
A recent study found that the

Try cutting repeatedly below
the waterline to stress the
plants enough to slow their
growth and spread.

Chemical treatment may also
help. Because these plants
are found in the water or very
wet soil, chemical treatment
requires a permit.
See https://dnr.wi.gov/
lakes/plants/forms/ for more
information.
Prevent New Invasions
When choosing the plants for
a yard pond or rain garden,
choose carefully.
Search online and in garden
centers for native plants or
cultivars of plants that are not
invasive and that are most
likely to help the birds, insects
and animals you love.
Whether a plant is legally
restricted or not, if it starts to
take over, it may be wise to
pull it and put it in the trash.
Please, never release any
aquatic plants or animals into
a lake, river or wetland.
For more information contact
Jeanne at
Jeanne.scherer@wisc.edu
608--266-0061
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Rock River Coalition President’s Message
I don’t know why it always takes me
by surprise, but Spring in Wisconsin
is back. I imagine someone flipping
a massive switch, and all the snow
melts, soccer practice starts, and
Frosty Freeze in Fort Atkinson opens.
Spring also means looking for the
first Sandhill Crane or Red Winged
Blackbird sighting and the amazement
that comes with watching life emerge
or return from our long (but shorter?)
winter.
My eyes return to our streams, too,
with the spring melt and rising waters.
Is it time to drop the kayak back in?
Yes, and, reconnect with the rhythms

of spring on the water and its banks.
For RRC, spring means returning to
our stream banks and monitoring sites
to find out what’s new in a place that
we’ve become evermore familiar with.
Thanks again to all our volunteers
for this commitment to your site
and to contributing to our broader
understanding of the changing rhythms
of our waters.

businesses that have helped improve
our basin and its communities.

Eric Compas
RRC President

Additionally, I invite you all to our
other spring event, our Annual
Meeting, this May to hear updates
on our organization and to celebrate
with us our biennial award winners
– individuals, organizations, and

After the Flood – “Doomsday” Climate Change Scenario Looks a Little Less Alarmist
By Adam Hinterthuer—UW Center for Limnology
“We wanted rain
events to be part of the
narrative” recalls Eric
Booth, a hydrologist
and research scientist
in the UW-Madison
Department of Civil
Using a combination of published
and Environmental
scientific research, computer
Engineering. “We
modeling and a dose of science
needed to simulate the
fiction, a team of researchers
hydrology and water
attempted to answer the following
quality component.
question – what could our community
Map released by city of Madison 8/24/18. RIGHT: Map from
It wasn’t something
Yahara 2070 scenario of inundated from largest flood (released to
look like in 50-60 years?
we really chose to
workshop on 5/2/2017). Courtesy: Eric Booth
refi
ne,
but
I
was
The result was four “climate change
hydrology and ecology of the systems
confi
dent
in
the
lake
scenarios” exploring how our current
we live in, we can ask “what if”
level predictions we made it terms of
actions and policies around land
questions and use modeling to see how
predicting big rain events.” But, says
use and water quality might shape
the answers to those questions lead to
Booth,
some
stakeholders
who
were
the future. One of the four was a
all sorts of different futures – futures
helping review the scenarios weren’t
“doomsday” scenario based on the
we will get to as a result of what we
so sure. “There were definitely
assumption that we basically did
choose to do now.
some people who thought it was
nothing to try to mitigate climate
a
little
too
out
there,”
he
says.
“I
change impacts on the community.
Or, as Steve Carpenter, emeritus
never really got to the root of the
director of the Center for Limnology
And, tucked into that scenario was a
problem, but I think it came down
and one of the scenarios’ lead authors
fictional flood.
to a lot of people having a hard
told Wisconsin Public Television during
time with the scenarios in general.”
Here’s an excerpt:
an interview back in 2014, “Every
But, Booth says, it’s important to
element of the scenarios is true and
The 2020s and 2030s were
remember that the goal of scenario
exists today. What is fiction is the way
exceptionally warm and wet. Frequent
building is to look at what’s possible,
we put the elements together. And so
and ferocious storms caused the
not necessarily what’s plausible.
the question for the public is, as we
Yahara lakes to repeatedly breach
While the “doomsday” scenario is
go into the future, what parts of the
their banks, and flooding was a
a very unlikely future – involving
present do we want to take with us and
recurrent problem. A devastating
epic flooding, air-borne toxic algal
what parts should we leave behind?”
storm put the summer of 2031 in
events and escaped elephants – hard
the history books. The storm caused
science underlies the science fiction.
Lakes Waubesa and Kegonsa to
Which is a point that the recent
overflow and converge, flooding the
flooding in Madison has underscored.
towns of Dunn and McFarland in the
southern part of the watershed. Many
“I think the way our models
of the existing control structures
simulated that big flood event was
could not withstand the floodwaters,
fairly realistic,” Booth says. “Now we
which consequently inundated most
have a huge event that happened
low-lying areas, destroying homes
a year ago and some of these flood
and property, drowning roads, and
maps the city is putting out look
causing incalculable damage. Water
really similar to our projections.”
management officials struggled with
These similarities, Booth says, show
where to put the excess water, and
Our recent flood: Looking upstream on the
how useful scenarios can be. By taking
Rock River with Goat Island on the right.
most of the watershed was declared a
what
we
currently
know
about
the
Photo by Jim Kerler
disaster area.
In 2014, the Water, Sustainability and
Climate Project at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison ”Yahara 2070”
a series of stories about potential
futures for the Madison area and the
Yahara watershed.
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Lake Country Lakes Addresses
Local Issues with Local Solutions at

4th Annual Healthy
Lakes Conference
Local Lakes, Local Issues, Local Solutions

Friday, June 7, 2019 * 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

4th Annual Healthy Lakes Conference
Friday, June 7, 2019
“Do unto those downstream as you would have
those upstream do unto you.”
― Wendell Berry
Concerns over water quality unite all of us.

1807 Nagawicka Rd. * Hartland, WI
Learn How YOU Can Make A Positive, Long-Term
Impact On The Quality Of OUR Lakes!
Topics include ...
x

What are the current threats to our local
waterways - And, what can we do to stop them?

x

Water quality monitoring - Why does it matter?

x

Shoreline Restoration - Its many ecological benefits and how to fund it!

x

Get Inspired! Enjoy A Guided Pontoon Boat Tour Of
Shoreline Plantings On Beautiful Lake Nagawicka!

From 9am - 4pm on Friday, June 7, you'll have
the opportunity to learn about how you can take
an active role in ensuring a healthy future for our
waterways. Join us for a day of networking with
experts and concerned citizens while having a
little fun in the process.
Clean Water Association, in partnership with
Tall Pines Conservancy, is presenting its Fourth
Annual Healthy Lakes Conference at Seven Seas
Restaurant on the shores of Lake Nagawicka.
With a focus on Local Lakes, Local Issues, Local
Solutions, our programming is designed to help
you learn and understand the unique challenges
and opportunities impacting our waterways.
Topics include:
•

Starry Stonewort update and how to prevent
the spread along with other potential
invaders.

•

Blue-green algae and how it impacts
recreation and human health.

The day concludes with an optional pontoon
boat ride on Lake Nagawicka to view shoreline
restoration projects.
Space for this event is limited and advance
registration is strongly recommended.
The cost is $20 through Monday, June 3rd and
$35 thereafter. Lunch provided.

For more information and to register: tallpinesconservancy.org
262-369-0500 * info@tallpinesconservancy.org
$20 per person through Monday, June 3 - $35 thereafter. Lunch provided.

Participants view harvesting equipment at the 2018 Healthy Lakes Conference.

For more information and to register:
visit www.tallpinesconservancy.org,
e-mail: info@tallpinesconservancy.org or
call: 262-369-0500.

Tom Steinbach discusses the impact of the Oconomowoc Watershed Protection Program on
local waterways at the 2018 conference.
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Become a Rock River Coalition Stream Monitor
•

Learn more about our waters.

•

Monitor a site near home.

•

Help the Rock River Coalition gather important information about our water.

2019 Training Opportunities
These trainings are all Level 1
In Level 1 program, citizens initially monitor six water quality parameters in streams that can be waded into safely.
They monitor: dissolved oxygen, temperature, transparency, streamflow and macroinvertebrates. RRC, WAV or
County staff provide citizens assistance in setting up local stream monitoring programs, training to learn methods
for monitoring, written methods, data sheets, and ongoing educational programming.
Equipment, training and support is provided to all monitors. You are never alone when you are a monitor, help is
just an email or a phone call away.
Saturday, May 4, 2019 (9:00am-2:30pm)
Location: Waunakee Village Center, 333 Madison, St., Waunakee
Becca Dymzarov, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator. Co-facilitated with Peggy Compton, Water
Action Volunteers Baseline Monitoring and Outreach, Waunakee Village Center
Pre-registration required. Contact Becca Dymzarov: becca@rockrivercoalition.org
Saturday, May 4, 2019 (9:00am-3:00pm)
Location: Prairie Springs Environmental Center; W307 S4706 Hwy 83, Genesee Depot
Jayne Jenks, Waukesha County Parks and Land Use Dept.
Pre-registration required. Contact: Jayne Jenks: JJenks@waukeshacounty.gov
Saturday, May 18, 2019 (9:30am-2:30pm)
Location: Turtle Creek Parkway Facility,6528 South Smith Road, Clinton
Becca Dymzarov, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator. Co-facilitated with Anne Miller,
Conservation Specialist, Rock County Land Cons. Dept.
Pre-registration required. Contact Becca Dymzarov: becca@rockrivercoalition.org
Saturday, June 1, 2019 (9:00am-2:30pm)
Location: Cambridge, WI
Becca Dymzarov, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator. Co-facilitated with Patricia Cicero, Water
Specialist, Jefferson County Land & Water Cons. Dept.
Pre-registration required. Contact Becca Dymzarov: becca@rockrivercoalition.org
For more information go to:
Rock River Coalition, Citizen Stream Monitoring:
http://rockrivercoalition.org/projects/citizen-stream-monitoring/
Water Action Volunteers Program:
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/index.html
Waukesha County, Citizen Stream Monitoring Program:
http://wiatri.net/cbm/whoswho/results.cfm?OrgID=191
Monitors signed out equipment at a recent get
together of Yahara WINs voluntters.
Photo by Becca Dymzarov

Just a few pictures of our monitors in action,
Anyone can be a monitor. It takes a love for our
waters and a commitment of about two to three
hours every month, May thru October. Equipment
and training is provided.

Bored? Board!

Friends Seeking Friends

Have you ever considered joining the Rock River Coalition Board? It’s an
opportunity to help shape the future of the Rock River Coalition. As a working
board, members help with fundraising and create a newsletter like the one
you’re reading now.

The Friends of Glacial Heritage Area (FoGHA) are looking for additional
Board members especially from the northern and central parts of Jefferson
County. We would like to expand our knowledge of the area and to
increase the natural outdoor recreational opportunities throughout the
County with residents and visitors. If you love this area and want to share
its beauty and resources with others, and work to keep it environmentally
healthy and productive, please contact Frankie Fuller at 608.445.0809.

One, two, and three year terms are available.
Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of the month (3rd Wednesday
in November and December) at 5:15pm and usually at the UW Extension
building in Jefferson.
For more information, please contact a current board member or email
info@rockivercoalition.org.

Some activities on which we are currently working include a summer
paddle and exploring ideas for a bio-blitz.
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Save the Date! Saturday, September 7th, 2019
3rd Annual Protect Wisconsin Waterways Sweep
The Protect Wisconsin Waterways Sweep is a series of
waterway clean-ups spanning from Beloit, Wisconsin up to
Waupun, Wisconsin in a single day.
Our volunteer force for the event consists of community
members, municipal workers and students working
together to clean up our waterways.
In 2017, at the first Protect Wisconsin Waterways Sweep,
we had three clean-up locations and 30 volunteers helping
clean up the Rock River and connected waterways. Last
year in 2018, it grew to six locations and 130 volunteers!
With eight clean-up locations this year, Protect Wisconsin
Waterways plans to make this the biggest and most
impactful Sweep yet!
These locations will be in the Rock River Stormwater
Group member communities of the City of Beloit, Town of
Beloit and the cities of Janesville, Milton, Whitewater, Fort
Atkinson, Beaver Dam and Waupun.
From picking up basic trash like aluminum cans and
wrappers to more unique items - bike tires, plastic
toys, shoes, a TV, and a parks and recreation barrier volunteers have fun while making a huge splash in the
environment and community!
Volunteers proudly holding up bags filled with trash they picked up
in Goodrich Park in Milton during the 2018 Sweep.

Visit our website (www.protectwiwaterways.org) for more
specific information on each location and how you can
help!
Register early to receive a free event t-shirt at the Sweep.
Also follow us on social media for updates about the
Sweep!
Website: protectwiwaterways.org
Facebook: @protectwisconsinwaterways
Instagram: @protectwisconsinwaterways
Twitter: @protectwiwater

How High Can We Go?
2017: 3 Clean-ups 30 Volunteers
2018: 6 Clean-ups 130 Volunteers
2019: 8 Clean-ups ?? Volunteers and YOU?
Don’t Forget: September 7, 2019

About Protect Wisconsin
Waterways
[Description taken from their website]

Protect Wisconsin Waterways is
a stormwater education outreach
initiative supported by the Rock
River Stormwater Group. The
Rock River Stormwater Group is
a coalition of communities from
Beaver Dam to Beloit committed to
improving the health of the Rock
River and other local waterways.
We recognize that water quality
from stormwater runoff is an
interconnected issue. The great
news is we can each make a
difference by focusing on the impact
we have on the local waterways
right from our own backyard.
Our waterways are a distinctive
part of our region – sustaining
wildlife, recreation, business,
and community development.
Unfortunately, pollution collected
from parking lots, driveways,
and roads throughout the basin
flows directly into our precious
waterways. This untreated water
from rain and snowmelt pollutes the
Rock River and its tributaries.
This website is a resource for
everyone in the Rock River Basin
and beyond as we do our part
to help reduce pollution in our
waterways. Together, we can Renew
the Rock River and its tributaries by
keeping pollutants out of the path
of stormwater runoff.
If you are from another part of the
state, or just visiting Wisconsin, you
can learn more about stormwater
efforts around the state and find out
what is going on in your basin on
our site too. Be sure to follow us on
social media and be on the look out
for informational videos pertaining
to stormwater!

Two volunteers seen picking up trash in Patrick Parker Conley Park
in Beaver Dam last year (2018).

Rock River Stormwater Group
The Rock River Storm Water Group (RRSG) is a coalition of communities from Beaver Dam to Beloit
committed to improving the health of the Rock River and other local waterways. RRSG is responsible
for stormwater education and outreach in the Lower and Upper Rock Basins. RRSG is the organization
behind the Protect Wisconsin Waterways brand.
Members include: Beaver Dam, Beloit, Fort Atkinson, Janesville, Jefferson, Milton, Waupun,
Whitewater
Rock River Stormwater Group Events
The Rock River Stormwater Group will be participating in the following spring events:
Thursday, April 25, 5:30 to 7 pm: Earth Day Event at the Jefferson Elementary School, Janesville
Saturday, April 27, 10 am to 5 pm: Earth Day Expo, Stoughton https://sustainablestoughton.org/
earth-day-expo-info

Volunteers holding a Parks and Recreation barrier they picked out of
the water in Palmer Park in Janesville during the 2017 Sweep.
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Need Something for Your Kids to Do This Summer?
Sign them up for the Wisconsin Waterways ROCK Summer Camp!
Protect Wisconsin Waterways, the
Rock River Stormwater Group, and
UW-Whitewater at Rock County are
excited to announce the Rock County

Wisconsin
Waterways
ROCK Summer
Camp! Protect
Wisconsin
Waterways
will be hosting
the summer
camp for kids
entering 1st
grade through
9th grade (as
of fall of 2019).

Our goal is to inspire
Wisconsin’s youth to
be mindful and active
in participating in safer
stormwater practices. This
camp will foster a profound
academic experience that
will make a splash in your
child’s life.

The day camp
will be held Monday, July 8th to
Friday, July 12th on the UW-Rock
County campus in Janesville, WI. It
will run from 9:00am to 12:00pm for
1st to 5th graders and 12:30pm to
3:30pm for 6th to 9th graders.

Students at Turtle Creek Elementary
gather around the Enviroscape model to
listen to the presentation.

At the camp, the kids will enjoy
activities such as a nature walk,
building their own portable rain
garden and terrariums, trivia, tie
dying shirts, stream monitoring, a
river clean-up, and so much more!

They can also
expect a visit
from the Protect
Wisconsin
Waterways
mascot, Splash,
during the
summer camp!

This educational
summer camp
will not only
teach kids how
to protect our
waterways, but
they will have fun while they do it.
With plenty of hands-on activities, this
engaging summer camp is sure to be
the highlight of kids’ summer!
Our goal is to inspire Wisconsin’s
youth to be mindful and active in
participating in safer stormwater
practices. This camp will foster a
profound academic experience that will
make a splash in your child’s life.
To register for the summer camp, visit
www.uww.edu/ce/rock-county/rock-

summer/waterways
Also follow us on social media and
check out our website for updates
about the camp and other upcoming
events!
Website: protectwiwaterways.org
Facebook:
@protectwisconsinwaterways
Instagram:
@protectwisconsinwaterways
Twitter: @protectwiwater

Camp Counselor Splash, the Protect
Wisconsin Waterways Mascot.

Soil Health and Water Quality
Michelle Scarpace, Natural Resource Educator, UW-Madison Division of Extension
Soil health has become a common phrase
in recent discussions on the environment
and agriculture, and as a soil scientist,
I am jumping for joy that everyone
is talking about soil! Before I get too
excited, let’s take a step back—what
is soil health and how does it relate to
water quality? USDA-NRCS defines soil
health as the continued capacity of soil to
function as a vital living ecosystem that
sustains plants, animals, and humans.
One of the main parts of the definition of
soil health is ‘function’.

Soil with aggregates: soil particles
(sand, silt, clay) around soil organic
matter Aggregate stability is a good
indicator of soil health.
From NDSU Soil Health Website
https://www.ndsu.edu/
soilhealth/?page_id=404

We normally think of the critical role
soils play in supporting plant growth,
which is very important, but we cannot
forget other important functions that
soil provides such as filtering pollutants,
cycling nutrients, providing stability and
support, and regulating water.

from soil particles that bind to each other. When you dig up soil, you will
find that the soil will break apart into little pieces—these are soil aggregates.
Stable aggregates resist breakdown through outside forces such as raindrop
impact. In between soil aggregates, there are large pore spaces that allow
for water infiltration, and small pore spaces that retain water. Increasing the
amount of living roots in a system and minimizing soil disturbance help form
stable aggregates that can increase the amount of water infiltrated into the soil,
rather than running off into our lakes and streams. Especially as we think to the
flooding we have witnessed this spring, increasing infiltration in our soils can be
a huge benefit, not only to our environment, but to our infrastructure as well.
One important thing for us all to remember, is that we can take the soil health
principles and apply them to any system—not just conventional agriculture.
Think to your backyard, community park or the landscaping around your office
building. Is that system maximizing soil function? If not, think of ways that you
can incorporate soil health principles to improve soil health and water quality.
Sources:
USDA-NRCS, 2008, Soil Quality Indicators: North Dakota State
University, 2014, Soil Health and Land Management: Physical Soil Properties

All these functions are critical in
our environment and thinking about soil management with a soil health
perspective, gives us the ‘tool’ for managing soil for more than just plant
growth. Soil health principles include minimizing disturbance, maximizing
soil cover, maximizing biodiversity and providing continuous living roots. By
incorporating these principles into the management of soil, we can maximize
the critical functions that soils serve.
Specifically, in my role, I have been working with farmers across the Rock
River Basin to improve soil health by incorporating these principles through
cover crops and reducing tillage. Cover crops are planted normally after the
cash crop and are used to maximize soil cover and provide continuous living
roots, and reducing tillage minimizes disturbance while providing soil cover.
Although there are many benefits with utilizing cover crops and no-till, one
main benefit is creating stable soil aggregates. Soil aggregates are formed
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The Potential of the Rock River Trail is Being Realized
Greg Farnham, Coordinator, Rock River Trail Initiative
Nine years ago, a project to create a system of recreational trails encompassing the Rock
River in Wisconsin and Illinois was launched. Today there are eight elements of the Rock
River Trail including a National Water Trail designated by the US Department of the Interior
and National Park Service, a scenic and historic driving route designated by the Wisconsin
and Illinois legislatures, and six other recreational and leisure trails and routes.
The Rock River Trail is becoming known throughout the river corridor, in the two states,
and nationally, thanks to the support of our agency, business, county and municipal
partners, and NGOs such as Rock River Coalition.
I find it important at times to reflect on the origins of the Rock River Trail. In September
2012, we held the grand opening of the Rock River Water Trail in Beloit. Then state senator
Tim Cullen of Janesville was a speaker at the event and he later wrote an article titled
"The enormous potential of the Rock River Trail" that appeared in Janesville newspaper. Excerpts from Sen.
Cullen's article are familiar echoes that guide our work today.
"I recently attended the dedication ceremony for the Beloit section of the Rock River Water Trail. It took
place at a canoe launch in downtown Beloit. A few weeks earlier, the Janesville section of the water trail was
dedicated. Both cities now have signage designating public access points to the river, as does the city of
Jefferson farther north.
"Attending the ceremony was Frank Schier, who dreamed up the Rock River Trail Initiative. ... Many years
ago, he saw the potential of the Rock to draw more canoeists, kayakers, boaters, anglers and even sailboats
in some of the wider stretches. He envisioned the river attracting bicyclists, hikers and motorists who want to
follow its shoreline. He felt the river was under-used and under-appreciated. He had a dream for increasing
public access to and appreciation of the river.

Become a RRC Member
In addition to supporting RRC work, members
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and
special events. To become a member, complete the
following:
Name

________________________________

Title

________________________________

Affiliation ________________________________
Address

________________________________

City

_______________________State ____

Zip

__________ Phone (_____)_________

E-mail

________________________________

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Memberships Fees
Individual

$ 25

Family

$ 35

Student/Senior Citizen

$ 15

"Ultimately, the Rock River will be a destination for local residents and tourists alike. It will increase
recreational opportunities and improve the quality of life in the 37 cities and village along its route.”

Classroom

$ 25

"The Wisconsin constitution states that all navigable waters are owned by the people and cannot be owned
by any individual. It's called the Public Trust Doctrine. That is the spirit of the Rock River Trail Initiative:
creating more public use, appreciation of and respect for the river."

Municipal**

$125

Corporate

$ 200

"Future phases of the Rock River Trail Initiative will be to develop hiking, biking and driving trails along the
river. These routes will highlight points of interest such as natural areas, historic sites, restaurants and other
attractions.”

Thank you, Sen. Cullen!

Earth Poem by Joe Miller

Affiliates*

$ 50

*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts,
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments,
administrative staff and elected officials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be
recognized and linked to your website from our website:
www.rockrivercoalition.org
Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Tax Deductible Donations
Amount

Purpose
General Support
Citizen Monitoring
Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and
can be targeted towards specific projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:
Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd
Jefferson, WI 53549
or register and pay online with PayPal at:
www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp
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RRC Annual Meeting &
Awards Ceremony
May 13, 2019 at 5:00pm
The Keystone Grill
206 W Main Street, Cambridge
5:00 Meet and Greet: with members, friends, board of
directors and guests – cash bar
This is a great time to talk about the Coalition and
what we should be doing together to protect and
improve our Rock River Basin
5:30 Dinner: Three great options
Top sirloin, 5 oz (gluten free)
Chicken with ham and Italian cheese (gluten free)
Veggie Thai peanut stir fry over noodles
6:00 Annual Meeting and Board Member Election
(during dinner)
6:30 Presentation of Protector and Friend Awards
All RRC members are encouraged to attend, meet with
others involved in RRC activities, and thank our award
winners. The public is also welcome to attend!
Winners are Protector: Tim Whittaker and City of
Janesville, Wes Enterline and Bob and Sue Volenec; Friends
awards to Jane Carlson, Nancy Sheehan and the Rock River
Stormwater Group.
Registration for the meeting is required. Please register
on-line by May 6 and choose your meal at https://
rockrivercoalition.org/annual-meeting-2019/.
The fee of $25 per person can be paid on-line via PayPal or
at the event.

We hope to see you there!

Support Our Winners at the Annual Meeting!
Protector Awards:
Tim Whitaker and the City of Janesville for Monterey Dam Removal
The Monterey Dam located in the City of Janesville was in need of repairs, so the DNR
gave the City two options—either fix the deficiencies or remove. Based on the cost
estimates that the City received, the City Council voted in March, 2017, for the removal
option. The removal option was met with plenty of opposition, but in July, 2018, the
removal process started at a cost of $1.27 million. The City so far has received $919,000
in grant money for the dam removal and restoration work. The anticipated completion
date for the project is October, 2019. Tim Whittaker, a city engineer, is overseeing the
dam removal project.
Wes Enterline: Wes, the UW-Whitewater Campus Sustainability Coordinator, has been
serving as mentor for SAGE, the student environmental group, coordinating monitoring
of UWW’s three monitoring stations and introducing UWW students to a number of water
quality initiatives on campus. He has served as president of the Rock River Stormwater
Group for the last several years and serves as Cochair of Campus Sustainability Council:
organizing Earth Day events, campus sustainability assessment, reach extents to local
schools and communities. Training the next generation of sustainability leaders. He is
a gentle but not insistent pressure for change -- to learn about and think about our
connections to water in particular and to do better.
Bob and Sue Volenec: Monitors Extraordinaire: Bob and Sue have monitored
two streams in Jefferson County since 2015. Since then, they have become monitoring
superstars by taking on bat monitoring routes on lakes and streams, bat surveys
at bat houses, lake water quality monitoring, surveys for the breeding bird atlas,
and coordinating the crane count in Jefferson County. They also share their love of
stream monitoring and water quality with the public by displaying information at local
community events and educating kids in classrooms.

Friends Awards
Nancy Sheehan: With Nancy’s efforts, the stream monitoring program thrived: the
number of volunteers increased, phosphorus sampling was expanded, new partnerships
were forged, and steps were taken to display and interpret monitoring data.
Jane Carlson
Jane was on the RRC Board for nine years, serving as President for three of those years.
She is a strong advocate for the mission and work of the Rock River Coalition. She
currently serves as our liaison to the Community Shares of Wisconsin.
Rock River Stormwater Group
The Rock River Stormwater Group is comprised of the Cities of Beloit, Beaver Dam,
Janesville, Milton, Fort Atkinson, Waupun, and Whitewater. All located within the
watershed they meet monthly to extend an agenda of stormwater quality education,
awareness, and improvement. The group has been aided considerably by the UW
Whitewater with students managing most of the outreach and education efforts as well
as the online and social media presence.

Tyranena Brewing Company to host Brews & Bingo event
for Rock River Coalition
Tyranena Brewing Company will be hosting a “Brews & Bingo” fundraiser to benefit the Rock River
Coalition (RRC). The event will take place at Tyranena (1025 Owen Street, Lake Mills) from 6pm to 8pm on
Monday, June 24. There will be $10 bingo cards with the chance to win many prizes. Tyranena will also be
generously donating $1 for every pint served during the event. All proceeds will support the work of the
Rock River Coalition including their volunteer stream monitoring program.
The event will include the Soho Asian Fusion food truck where people can purchase food from 5:30 to
8:30pm. Participants are also welcome to bring their own food for dinner.
Eric Compas, the RRC President, said “The RRC is very excited to partner with Tyranena Brewing Company.
We are looking forward to a fun evening of Bingo and tasty beer to share the work of the RRC in
Tyranena’s beautiful beer garden.”
The Rock River Coalition is devoted to educating and providing opportunities for people of diverse interests
to work together to improve the environmental, recreational, cultural and economic resources of the Rock
River Basin. This fundraiser will certainly help.
“Tyranena is committed to improving our community and we’re always looking for partners that help us
continue to expand our support of great causes and organizations. We’re really excited to add the Rock
River Coalition to that list of partners, and we hope our community comes out to join us for a great night in
our beer garden,” states Stacey Schraufnagel, Tyranena Front Operations Manager.
More information can be found via the Facebook invite: https://www.facebook.com/
events/368656340549283/. Anyone with any questions can contact the RRC (920-541-6766) or
Schraufnagel (920-648-8699) directly. If you would like to donate $10-$25 prize for the event, please
contact Patricia Cicero at patricia@rockrivercoalition.org.
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