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Rock River Coalition Honors Our Basin Protectors
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It is our privilege, every two years, to celebrate and honor the
achievements of those who have made a difference in our Basin
by improving our local economy, our environment, and our
cultural and recreational resources.
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We also give a grateful thank you to individuals who have
helped our organization grow and prosper by presenting them
our Friends Award.
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This year we will honor these Protectors and
Friends at our annual meeting on Monday, May
8th. We hope you will join us to give your own
heartfelt THANK YOU.

Page 5
WI Lake Management
AIS Snapshot Days
Page 6
Restoration Agriculture in
Our Watershed
Page 7
Are You Salt Wise?
RRC Membership Form
Page 8
Rock RiverTrail Grand
Opening
Annual Compost Bin and
Rain Barrel Sale
Johnson Creek
Watershed Alliance
Time to Renew

Organization
Yahara WINs: Through the efforts of Dave Taylor and Kathy
Lake, the Yahara Watershed Improvement Network (Yahara
WINs), is developing innovative ways to reduce phosphorus
loads in the waters of Madison area lakes and their rivers and
streams using watershed adaptive management. They are a
critical partner for the RRC citizen stream monitoring program.
Educator
Dr. Ann Courtier of UW-W: Developed and taught the school
modules highlighted and supported in our Testing the Waters
project. She also has developed teacher watershed workshops.
Elected Official
Mark Spreitzer of Beloit, State Rep, 45th Assembly District:
Mark is a valuable voice for the basin on the agriculture, local
government, natural resources and sporting heritage, rural
development and mining committees. He is an avid paddler,
sits on the Board of Directors for Welty Environmental Center
and continues to support and attend RRC events in his district.

Protector Awards
This award honors and celebrates those who
have contributed to the protection of our Rock
River through actions that truly are exemplary.
The following will be honored for their
accomplishments by the RRC this year.

Friends Awards

Individual
Suzanne Wade: for her many contributions to the RRC over the
years. Through her efforts of facilitating our issue teams she
helped develop numerous projects including the groundwater
model (GFLOW), developing numerous rain gardens, starting
the citizen monitoring program and many environmental
projects up and down the basin.

Dan Lynch: Provided many hours of service on our board.
Patty Lynch: Was our volunteer treasurer and bookkeeper for
more than a year. She helped reorganize our books and hold
our first audit review.

Business
Taylor Conservation LLC: Scott Taylor, through his company
Taylor Conservation donated many hours of work to the RRC’s
actually restorable wetlands project. This work will lead to
targeted efforts in many parts of the basin, including the critical
headwaters area near Horicon Marsh.

Marsha Vomastic: Managed our website and helped redevelop
our webpage.
Marie Rubietta: Produced our monthly update as a volunteer
for more than five years.
Jim Kerler: Provided many hours of service on our board.

RRC 2017 Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony

AGENDA:
Meet and Greet

May 8, 2017 at 5:00 pm
Herons Landing
200 W Milwaukee St, Jefferson

Annual Meeting and Election of Board Members

If you are interested in being nominated for the Board of Directors, please
contact President Jane Carlson at jane@rockrivercoalition.org.
Board openings include a student (nine month term) and one board position
Presentation of Protector and Friend Awards Awards
Proposed Monterey Dam Removal Presentation: Tim Whittaker, City of Janesville
All RRC members are encouraged to attend, meet with others involved in RRC activities, and
thank our award winners. The public is also welcome to attend!
$15 members, $20 nonmembers, light meal included, cash bar

864 Collins Rd
Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
In cooperation with

Please RSVP to Tara by May 7, 2017 at info@rockrivercoalition.org or 920-650-0966.

Jefferson County

Please let her know if you need a vegetarian or gluten free selection.
Hope to see you there!
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Rock River Coalition President’s Message
Greetings, members and friends of the
Rock River Coalition! There is a lot to
report so I will get down to business.
There is so much happening in
government, including the proposed
state budget for which information
is available here: http://doa.wi.gov/
Divisions/Budget-and-Finance/StateBudget-Office. The RRC board is
considering writing a letter of support
for or commenting on certain aspects
of the budget including Land and
Water Conservation Department
funding. Our LWCDs will need all
the funding and help they can get to
implement the agricultural portion of
the phosphorus and sediment Total
Maximum Daily Load reductions. They
will also be called upon to implement
best management practices as part of
the newly approved multi-discharger
variance phosphorus compliance
option for wastewater treatment
plants.
The LWCD’s are integral to the
success of phosphorus adaptive
management projects as well as our

guides on the road to Rock River
Recovery. Please contact a board
member soon if you are interested in
helping with this effort or if you have
comments on other aspects of the
proposed budget.
We look forward to seeing many of
you at our May 8 Annual Meeting
at Heron’s Landing in Jefferson.
(See the front page for details.)
The annual meeting includes board
elections which we’ll have an opening
on the board for a 3-year term and
are looking for a college student
member to serve a term starting this
September. If you are interested or
know of someone who is, please let
us know!

for activities in the Basin for our
monthly email Update. Marie will
continue to volunteer her time helping
in our office. We appreciate that
she will help during administrative
assistant Tara Callis’ maternity leave
that will start in May! If anyone would
like to volunteer to collect these
announcements in Marie’s place,
please contact a board member.
Enjoy the Basin’s recreational
opportunities this spring. We look
forward to seeing many of you at the
annual meeting!

Jane Carlson
RRC President

I would like to thank outgoing board
members Lindsey Schreiner and
student member Karl Brandstaetter for
their service on the board. They are
both starting new careers and we wish
them all the best!
Sincere thanks go to Marie Rubietta, a
long-time RRC Friend, who has been
voluntarily gathering announcements

American Institute of Professional
Geologists Seminars
May 11, 2017 - Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (WPDES) Nonmetallic Mining
Permit Process Seminar, 12:30pm - 5:00pm
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
estimates that there are more than 2,500 nonmetallic
mines (NMM) in the state that mine sand, gravel,
limestone, dolomite and igneous rock for aggregate, fill and
landscaping; dimension stone for monuments, landscaping
and buildings; volcanic andesite for shingles; peat for
horticulture and landscaping; industrial sand for a variety of
uses; and other nonmetallic minerals. Nonmetallic mines
that discharge storm water and wastewater from active
and inactive operation to waters of the state, either directly
or indirectly via a storm sewer or other conveyance, must
comply with one of two WPDES General Permits recently
prepared by the WDNR. The Seminar will provide an
overview of nonmetallic mining in Wisconsin and permitting
under Individual and General Permits that includes the
perspective of the WDNR and industry.
May 12, 2017 - Sand Mine Life Cycle Seminar,
8:30am - 5:00pm
Join us for the sand mine life-cycle portion of the seminar
specifically designed for mining managers, operators,
educators, students, regulators, geologists, engineers,
equipment manufacturers, and land use planners involved
in siting, permitting, operating and reclaiming sand mines
in the Midwest. The latest environmental research and
operation innovations will be shared at the seminar with
time to talk with industry experts and vendors.
May 13, 2017 - Field Trip - Industrial Sand
Resources of West-Central Wisconsin, 9:00am 4:00pm Jay Zambito, Lisa Haas, and Bill Batten with the
Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey (WGNHS)
with assistance from Badger Mining Corporation will lead
the field trip Industrial Sand Resources of West-Central
Wisconsin.

The Big Share - A Big Day for the RRC
If you’re a RRC Facebook
friend, we’re sure you
appreciated the testimonials
from our friends and
volunteers encouraging all to
give during The Big Share, a
state-wide giving day for nonprofits held on March 7th.
The Rock River Coalition received $737 in donations,
won a golden ticket worth $250 and successfully
matched a donor’s $150 challenge. Total income for
the RRC of $1137.
With monitoring equipment costing close to $300/
team this one day event will equip four new
monitoring teams.
You can be proud of your support for the RRC and its
work in the Basin.
The RRC is one of the most frugal non-profits
around, virtually all of our money goes to our
monitoring effort. Very little is used for administration
and management.
The Big Share is a program of Community Shares of
Wisconsin. 65 groups participated including many of
our partners and friends. CSW raised $315,000 for its
member groups.
For more information go to:
http://www.communityshares.com/

Mission
“To educate and bring together
people of diverse interests to protect
and improve the economic,
environmental, cultural, and recreational resources of the Rock River
Basin in Wisconsin”
PRESIDENT:
Jane Carlson,
jane@rockrivercoalition.org
DIRECTORS:
Dave Hoffman, Secretary
Patricia Cicero, Treasurer
Joe Zakovec, President Elect
Karl Brandstaetter
Eric Compas
Carl Korfmacher
Dave Hoffman
Lindsey Schreiner
Andy Selle
Stream Monitoring Coordinator:
Nancy Sheehan
nancy@rockrivercoalition.org

RRC Administrative Assistant
Tara Callis
RRC Address:
864 Collins Road
Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
920-650-0966
info@rockrivercoalition.org
www.rockrivercoalition.org
Newsletter Editor:
Suzanne Wade, 608-334-4517
suzanne@rockrivercoalition.org
A letter-sized color version of this
newsletter is available at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.
Contact Marie Rubietta at
marier@jeffersoncountywi.gov if
you’d prefer a pdf of the newsletter
emailed to you.
RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization, providing equal opportunity in
employment & programming.
TTY: 711 for Wisconsin Relay
If you need special accommodation for
programs please contact the RRC at least
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Thank you WEA Trust for your donation to our
monitoring program.
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Become a RRC Stream Monitor: 2017 Spring Training Workshops
Contact: Nancy Sheehan, nancy@rockrivercoalition.org
No workshop fee. Pre-registration required.
Space is limited. Pre-register today.
A RRC Stream Monitor agrees to take measurements at their site once a month from May through October. Beginning monitors take tests for dissolved oxygen, water
clarity, temperature and flow. Twice a year they take a sample of the insect, worm and crustacean life hiding in the rocks, plants and under banks to develop a biotic
index. This information is entered into a database and eventually allows us to give the stream a grade. More information about becoming a monitor can be found at
http://rockrivercoalition.org/projects-2/citizen-stream-monitoring/

Saturday, April 29, 2017 (9:00am-2:30pm)
Location: Waunakee Village Center, Waunakee
Facilitators: Nancy Sheehan, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator, and Kyna North, Program Coordinator, Waunakee
Village Center
At this workshop you will learn how to measure water clarity, stream temperature, and dissolved oxygen as well as how to
collect samples to be assessed for phosphorus and other stream pollutants. You will also learn how to assess stream health
by examining aquatic insects.
Saturday, May 6, 2017 (9:00am-2:30pm)
Location: Amundson Center, Cambridge
Facilitators: Nancy Sheehan, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator, and
Patricia Cicero, Water Resource Management Specialist, Jefferson County Land & Water Conservation Department
At this workshop you will learn how to measure water clarity, stream temperature and dissolved oxygen. You will also learn
how to assess stream health by examining aquatic insects.
Saturday, May 6, 2017 (9:00am-3:00pm)
Location: UW-Waukesha Field Station, Oconomowoc
Facilitator: Jayne Jenks, Waukesha County Parks and Land Use Department
At this workshop you will learn how to measure water clarity, stream temperature and dissolved oxygen. You will also learn
how to assess stream health by examining aquatic insects.

Monitors learn to measure oxygen,
temperature and water clarity as well as
how to develop a biotic index score. Here a
volunteer is learning to test oxygen.

Stream and Mussel Monitoring
Saturday, May 20, 2017 (9:30am-3:30pm)
Location: Turtle Creek Parkway Facility, Clinton
Facilitators: Nancy Sheehan, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator, Anne Miller, Conservation Specialist, Rock County Land Conservation Department
David Hoffman, Community Coordinator, Rock County Parks, and Lisie Kitchel, Conservation Biologist, Mussel Monitoring Program, WDNR
At this workshop you will learn how to measure water clarity, stream temperature and dissolved oxygen. You will also learn how to assess stream health by
examining aquatic insects. You will also learn about an additional monitoring programs: mussel monitoring!

Stream, Mussel and Aquatic Invasives Monitoring
Saturday, June 10, 2017 (9:30am-3:00pm)
Location: Marsh Haven Nature Center, Waupun
Facilitators: Nancy Sheehan, RRC Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator, Amanda Perdzock, Aquatic Invasive Species Program Director, River Alliance of Wisconsin,
and Jesse Weinzinger, Conservation Biologist, Mussel Monitoring Program, WDNR
At this workshop you will learn how to measure water clarity, stream temperature, and dissolved oxygen. You will also learn how to assess stream health by
examining aquatic insects — and learn about two additional monitoring programs: mussel monitoring and aquatic invasive species monitoring.

EPA Confirms Deficiencies in Wisconsin’s Administration of Clean Water Act
By Tressie Kamp, Staff Attorney; Midwest Environmental Advocates, Inc.
the EPA, 13 issues have not proA lot has happened since a Petition for
gressed at all toward resolution. The
Corrective Action (PCA) was filed with
remaining issues are in different stagthe U.S. Environmental Protection
es of progress. As of late 2016, pubAgency in October 2015 by Midwest
licly available resources both from the
Environmental Advocates (MEA) and
EPA and from Wisconsin’s non-partisan
16 Wisconsin residents. Since the PCA
Legislative Audit Bureau confirm that
update in the spring 2016 issue of
much work remains before the DNR
Rock River Reflections, the EPA has
resolves issues outlined in the PCA and
looked into the policies and practhe 2011 legal deficiency letter.
tices of water pollution permitting at
Wisconsin’s Department of Natural
Many of the 13 issues that have made
Resources and has determined that
no advancement toward resolution
changes are needed to bring the
since at least 2011 are priority issues
WDNR’s water pollution permitting
for MEA and the citizen petitioners.
program into compliance with miniThese issues are crucial to water qualmum federal requirements.
ity protection and public participation
in our State’s protection of our waters.
The Petition includes two categories
The three issues below are of particuof issues: those that were included in
lar note for readers:
a 2011 legal deficiency letter from the
EPA to the WDNR, and deficiencies
1. Citizens’ Rights to Judicial Rethat have arisen in the Wisconsin Polview: The Clean Water Act requires
lutant Discharge Elimination System
states to provide as expansive of an
(WPDES) program more recently. Of
opportunity to challenge the issuance
the 75 original problems identified by
of Pollutant Discharge Elimination

System permits as is provided by
federal law. Federal law allows “any
interested person” to seek review of
draft permits. Wisconsin law is more
restrictive; while any person can
comment on a draft permit, the law
requires the participation of at least
five interested persons as a prerequisite to more intensive review.
2. Protecting Downstream Waters: Federal law prohibits states
from permitting a discharge that will
cause or contribute to a violation
of water quality standards in both
the immediate receiving water and
downstream waters. Yet a Wisconsin
court has determined that our State’s
statutes give WDNR the discretion to
authorize discharge that will cause or
contribute to a violation of a downstream water quality standard.
3. Public Participation in Enforcement: Federal law requires
states to provide for adequate public

participation in the enforcement process. Wisconsin law places certain
restrictions on the ability of parties to
intervene, and the State’s history of
settling cases on the same day as it
makes the case known to the public
confounds the problem.
With respect to issues in the PCA that
were not in the 2011 legal deficiency
letter to DNR, the EPA anticipates
making their initial findings public at
some point in 2017.
As we look ahead to potential decreased staffing and other uncertainties at the EPA under a new federal
administration, the expertise and
participation of Rock River Coalition
members on the recreational, cultural
and economic impact of declining
water quality may very well make or
break our State’s tentative but steady
movement toward returning to full
compliance with the Clean Water Act.
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Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed - Paddling Badfish Creek
By Lynne Diebel
Paddling Badfish Creek just got easier.
If you aren’t familiar with this little
creek, it’s a 22-mile-long tributary
of the Yahara River that meanders
through the lovely and relatively
undeveloped countryside south of
Madison, running through some nice
little stretches of fast water along the
way.
Paddling groups from as close as
Madison and as far away as Illinois

and Iowa visit the stream often. But
for the uninitiated, it’s long been hard
to find out the best places to put in
and take out and what you’ll find
along the stream.
So Andy Hoernemann of the Friends
of Badfish Creek Watershed (FBCW)
created an online interactive paddling
map with popup windows offering
detailed information about and
photographs of numerous waypoints

for entry and exit. He includes
recommendations on parking, which
side of the stream to enter, hazards to
watch out for, stream-mile distances
between waypoints, and bits of historic
information.
Members of the Friends of Badfish
Creek Watershed got a preview at the
group’s March meeting, and now the
site is live at tinyurl.com/badfishmap.
To create this
valuable resource,
Andy began with
a Google map of
the creek that
he worked on in
2014 with Barry
Kalpinski of www.
milespaddled.com
for the Badfish
Creek Paddle
Guide.
The waypoints
he has included
begin at County
Highway B,
north of Oregon,
WI, and just
downstream of
the discharge pipe
from Madison
Metropolitan
Sewerage District
(MMSD). One of
the waypoints
marks the MMSD
step aerator, a

Keep your Eyes on the Future for Data Use
By Jayne Jenks, Conservation Specialist, Waukesha Co. Parks and Land Use Department
The common question asked by volunteer stream monitors is: How is my data
being used? After spending hours each month battling mosquitoes and mud,
then spending more time battling SWIMS to get your data loaded, no one can
blame you for wondering if your efforts are in vain. Volunteers want to know
that their time was not wasted, but well spent.
My answer to them is that I don’t always know how or when the data will
get used, but they should all know that at some point, it most certainly will.
Sometimes we need to look to the fut ure to see the possibilities. If there is
a TMDL plan on the horizon, it will be pulled into that planning. A new river
or lake protection plan coming? That is also a great place for the data to be
used.

hazard that paddlers should know
about that’s between Townline Road
and the confluence with the Oregon
Branch.
The map’s last waypoint is at Highway
59 over the Yahara River, a popular
takeout point just downstream of the
Badfish confluence.
The map is an ongoing project.
Jim Post of FBCW has walked the
streambank through the Badfish Creek
Wildlife Area with GPS to determine
coordinates for the 17 deadfalls that
currently block the stream in that
stretch, five or six of which require
portaging. Andy will add these to the
map.
FBCW hopes to organize a workday
this summer to cut canoe-sized
“doorways” through these blockages.
If this happens, Andy will update the
map.
In addition, FBCW is creating an
educational watershed poster that will
be posted in the Badfish Creek Wildlife
Area kiosk at the Old Stage Road DNR
parking lot this summer.
A QR code on the poster will link
paddlers to Andy’s map.
The Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed is
a Chapter of the Rock River Coalition. The
RRC provides 25% of membership dues to
the chapter when people identify as chapter
members. So renew your membership today
and help our chapters do good work in the
basin. Chapter donations are also appreciated.

RRR Newsletters for
Municipalities
The Rock River Coalition provides one
free Rock River Reflections newsletter
to every municipality in the basin.
We work hard to maintain an
accurate database, but with 200
cities, counties, towns and villages it
is difficult.

The outfall of Pewaukee Lake before it flows

into the Pewaukee River.
Early on in the monitoring program, it was rare that I could tell any volunteer
exactly how or when the data would be used. Over time, many sites have
been pulled into planning efforts. There are still a few sites within the county that have not been pulled into a specific
study, so it is only a matter of time before they are.

When Waukesha County first began its monitoring program in 2002, we knew that there were plans for a new city
bypass on the west side of Waukesha. This would place the bypass running through the Pebble Creek watershed.

Generally, we send the newsletter
to the clerk or chair and hope they
share it with others. If you would
like it sent to someone else, or have
contact changes, please send an
email to: info@rockrivercoalition.org.
If you are a municipal member ($125
membership level) you can request
additional newsletters to other
individuals.

Pebble Creek is one of our few cold water streams within the county. Our priority was to get monitoring started within
that watershed, so that we would have a baseline measurement in place before any construction began.

Department members ($50) should
be receiving two newsletters, one for
the clerk and one for the department.

By 2008 there was no bypass, however the Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) had pulled
volunteer data for use in the Pebble Creek Watershed Protection Plan.

Thank you for your support, it is
appreciated.

Your data will be looked at, used and considered valuable. If not today, then tomorrow.
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Wisconsin Lake Management, Programs, Policy, and Litigation
By Lisa Conley, excerpted and reprinted with permission from Lake Line a publication of North American Lake Management Society (NALMS). [See Lake Line for “The Ugly.”]

Wisconsin is a state with a long history of strong protections of its natural
resources, including its 15,000 lakes.
The Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) holds primary jurisdiction over
lakes, with authority conferred mostly
through the state constitution’s Public
Trust Doctrine, which says the waters
of Wisconsin are held in trust for the
people of the state, and should be
managed for their protection. The exact nature of that protection is determined by the state legislature, which
in turn, delegates authority to the
DNR. DNR also holds authority over
water quality issues through a delegation of federal Clean Water Act powers
from the Environmental Protection
Agency.
Unfortunately, while there is still some
good news, much of what is happening in Wisconsin right now is bad.
The Bad
I deeply regret to report that recent
legislation and state policies have
rolled back important laws that protected Wisconsin’s waters in the past.
•

•

The state minimum standards
for shoreland zoning are now the
state maximum, undoing the work
that 43 counties have done to
enact and enforce stricter standards for waters needing more
protection than that minimum.
Our Lake Classification grants
helped counties establish larger
lot sizes, greater setbacks, and
wider shoreland buffers needed
to protect the most sensitive and
pristine lakes of our state. These
ordinances are no longer valid.
The Attorney General has ruled
that the DNR cannot consider cu-

mulative impacts when giving out
high-capacity well permits, allowing for the overuse of groundwater, regardless of impacts to local
waterbodies. This even though
lakes and streams in Wisconsin
are already being drawn down or
even pumped dry by over-pumping of local groundwater.
•

years. In the last budget, the
Bureau of Scientific Services had a
31-percent budget cut. The DNR
lost 16 scientists and 11 educators.
This translates into the loss of experienced staff and the resources
to continue research projects critical to resource management.
•

It is now easier to disturb and
develop wetlands thanks to a
bill that allows mitigating of the
destruction of wetlands in one
location by building wetlands
elsewhere in the state, not necessarily in the same watershed.

•

The 2013-15 state budget directed the DNR to sell 10,000 acres
of public land by mid-2017 to help
pay down debt in the agency’s
land stewardship program.

•

DNR staff and funding have been
cut continuously over the past

•

Capacity grants have been eliminated that supported DNR partnerships with the Wisconsin Lakes
Association, the River Alliance of
Wisconsin, and many others. As a
result, nonprofit staff has been lost
that supported citizen education
and outreach positions.
Wisconsin has one of the most
concentrated areas of dairy cows
in the world. Citizens’ wells are
being polluted on a huge scale in
Kewanee County and others. State
enforcement and permitting are
inadequate.

I can’t believe all this is happening in
the state that used to be so well known
for taking excellent care of its beautiful,
healthy lakes and environment.
The Good
•

Despite all this, the Wisconsin
Lakes Partnership continues to do
great work. Wisconsin Lakes and
The River Alliance of Wisconsin now
share office space – and an opportunity for greater collaboration.

•

Our Lake and River grant programs
will continue.

•

Our UWEX Lake Leaders Institute
continues to graduate, educate,
and inspire a growing cadre of
citizens to get active in many ways
to improve our state’s waters and
water policies.

•

We have $200K federal 319 funding
for 303(d) water restoration Lake
and River Protection Grants to local
lake organizations and communities.

•

TMDLs are progressing in the Rock
River and other Watersheds, with
strong local partnerships working towards implementation. Yahara WINS,
the Rock River Coalition, and Milwaukee Riverkeeper are key partners.

•

Adaptive management plans in several Wisconsin communities, including Madison and Oconomowoc, are
allowing sewage treatment plants
to implement mandated phosphorus
reduction by funding upstream nonpoint projects. Agricultural nonpoint
efforts are having success with a
focus on soil health that resonates
better with producers than a water
protection focus alone. Farmer-led
coalitions for watershed action are
forming as a result.

•

Several top former DNR staff are
now working in a very public way
for nonprofits and are a powerful
and eloquent voice for protecting
our waters.

Monitoring the Rock River by Kayak – Professor Eric Compass, UW-Whitewater, and board
member of the Rock River Coalition, led a kayak expedition the entire length of the Rock
River. Samples of D.O., temperature, pH, and conductivity were taken every 10 seconds,
and uploaded to a live feed. Photo by Lori Cumpas

Rock River Snapshot Initiative to Detect Aquatic Invasive Species this June
From June 12th to June 18th, the River Alliance, in partnership with the Department of Natural Resources, Rock River Coalition and Jefferson, Washington, and
Waukesha counties, will be hosting the first Rock River Snapshot Initiative to map
out aquatic invasive species in the Rock River Basin. This multi-day event will give
volunteers of all ages across the basin the chance to participate in one of several
identification trainings.
Following the trainings, volunteers will be asked to look for invasive species on rivers in their communities. Data collected will give resource managers a “snapshot”
of species distribution in the basin and help with the development of future invasive
species management plans.
Monitoring sites for this initiative will vary from public parks on large rivers to small
culverts on country roads spanning small trout streams. At some sites friendly
waters will allow volunteers to wade in to get a better look, while volunteers will be
asked to look from the safety of the shore with binoculars and rakes at other sites.
Whether you are comfortable wading into a river or not, there is a site for you.
Trainings will take place throughout the Rock River Basin in Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Jefferson, Rock, Washington and
Waukesha counties. Families and groups are encouraged to sign up for this interactive event.
For more information on training dates and locations, check out the event page at wisconsinrivers.org or contact
Amanda Perdzock at aperdzock@wisconsinrivers.org.

I am so very grateful for the good
science generated by NALMS members and the outstanding work of our
Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. There
are so many good, dedicated people I
have worked with over the years, and
together we carry on. Thanks to all.
Lisa Conley is retired from the nonprofit world,
having served as president or chair of the Lac
La Belle Management District, Oconomowoc
River Priority Watershed Task Force,
Wisconsin Association of Lakes, NALMS,
Rock River Coalition, and Town and County
RC&D. She has been a volunteer monitor
for Lac La Belle for over 25 years. She loves
sailing, paddling, photography, throwing
pots, her very patient husband, and being a
grandma. She is having more fun going to
protests than going to hearings lately, but
goes anyway. The pendulum must swing. 5

Restoration Agriculture and Our Watershed
By Tracy Campbell, Amanda Hoffman, Carrie Lierl, Alexandra Stuessy-Williams
Agricultural development: necessary but destructive endeavor, or potential force for good? That all depends on how you do it.
Restorative Agriculture feeds degraded lands by building rich, resilient soils, and life-giving water systems. Food production can restore the health of our Rock River
watershed.
My name is Amanda, and I made my home along the Yahara River two years ago. Friends and strangers beamed at me when beholding the beauty in this land of
lakes. And every day of my first year here, in the bright Wisconsin daylight, or the dimming sunset, I visited a lake. From a beach or balcony, I let my eyes wander
over the water, seeking out sharp and shadowy shores. Yet I could not see everything.
Development and Impairment:
Residential, agricultural, and commercial development can harm our waters by delivering excessive phosphorus to the Yahara River, which runs into the Rock River.
Both rivers are impaired. Neither can thrive and spread life until restored.
How can food production and the people it feeds provide an answer?
I write to you as an Agroecologist in training. My field researches and demands food systems that build social equity and ecological regeneration. To strengthen my
goals of nurturing degraded lands, I also study Restoration Ecology. Both of these studies embrace unique people and places. Agriculture and ecological restoration
thrive when they incorporate the distinctive needs and assets of local people and ecosystems. This means that from farm to farm and region to region, thriving
ecosystems look different.
What does that mean for us? What do we have, and what do we need?
The Rock River Watershed population is expanding, even as agriculture covers 75% of the land area. Agriculture must be a part of the watershed recovery process and people must be recovered as an asset in this work.
What does a restorative agriculture look like here? What must we give and get from our land and people? I investigated Troy Land and Gardens to find out.

Troy Land and Gardens, Madison
Here in Madison, Troy Gardens grows food, educates children and adults, and maintains
a restored prairie and co-housing site. People from different cultures and backgrounds
come for food, fun, and a chance to grow together, in health and harmony.
Troy was converted from commercial land to food production and recreation over thirty
years ago. They organically produce thousands of pounds of vegetables a year for
their volunteers, students, and markets. Yet their grounds bear marks of urban and
agricultural development and degradation - puddling of water on compacted ground,
and erosion of their soils. They also noted a disconnect between the various parts
of their land – the community garden, the farm, the restored prairie, the restored
woodlands, and housing.
Troy Gardens staff and I collaboratively developed a theoretical restoration plan, to
aid my studies and their understanding of their restorative resources. This plan aims
to support soil, water, plant life, and people. The plan mimics natural systems to
restore soil structure, and continuously involves volunteers and visitors toward goals of
producing healthful, culturally relevant, and delicious food.

Mimicking Natural Systems
The Clean Water Alliance finds that agricultural tiling and heavy rains erode soils from
Wisconsin stream banks. The eroded soil deposits phosphorus into our surface waters. At the same time, Troy Gardens staff watches water carry away its topsoil.
Water puddles also sit and stagnate upon soil compacted by heavy trucks. Therefore, our plan builds soil structure to balance water infiltration and drainage.
Maintaining and building organic matter provides crucial materials for soil aggregates - groups of soil particles. Soil aggregation creates spaces in the soil - soil pores.
Plant-friendly soils maintain a mix of large and small pores and aggregates. Small pores hold onto water, accessible to plant roots. Larger pores allow water drainage.
Soils that do not drain become water-logged, suffocating plant roots. Soil aggregates form around clay or organic matter - but only organic matter prevents soil
aggregates from dissolving in water.
In agroecosystems, crop harvests and tillage remove this organic matter. In a natural ecosystem, organic matter cycles back to the land through plant residue and
animal waste that stays on site.
Our plan recommends strategies that build organic matter, such as movable chicken pens to distribute their nitrogen-rich droppings, to deep mulching, to year-round
composting systems. We also recommend tailoring crops to appropriate environments, to avoid destructive and expensive drainage systems. Soil science finds that if
soils cannot be drained adequately to support certain crops, then grows should pursue a more moderate yield of a water tolerant crop.
These recommendations follow action items from the Clean Water Alliance 2015 State of the Lakes report. And these strategies can be employed by a range of settings
- from urban sites like Troy Gardens, to large rural farms, to small home gardens.
Continuous Community Engagement
Restoration Ecology labels impacted communities as a resource. Without people’s understanding and involvement, the project will not last. Restoration agriculture at
Troy thus prioritizes volunteers and visitors as resources for maintaining and implementing restoration plans. In turn, this community gains opportunity to learn, grow
food, and draw life from the land on their terms. They give, and get.
Restoration agriculture and ecological restoration must refigure their approach after every encounter with that ecosystem, agroecosystem, or entity. Sustainability has
no silver bullet, and no finish line. By giving to and gaining from land, networks of people provide a goal to work towards, and the means to maintain that work.

6

Are You Salt Wise?
By Catherine Harris, Pollution Prevention Specialist, Madison Metropolitan Sewage District
As winter comes to an end and we welcome spring, you might wonder what happened to all the salt that
had been applied. The WI Salt Wise Partnership (WI SaltWise) is reaching out to help people across Dane
County to answer this question. Attending community events, hosting road salt application trainings,
water softener optimization trainings, offering grant funding, working with local governments and getting
involved in local media, since the group’s formation in 2014, WI Salt Wise is hoping to get the word out
about salt and its impacts so that everyone can start to make small changes to help protect water quality.
Salt is not something that readily comes to mind when thinking about water quality, often forgotten as
it seemingly invisibly disappears when it dissolves into its components (sodium and chloride) in water.
Increasing concentrations and corresponding impacts on area surface and ground waters have been well
documented by WI Salt Wise partner, Dane County Department of Public Health in their Annual Road Salt
Reports, dating back to their first publication in 2009.

New water softeners
use 25 - 50% less salt!

In addition to supporting RRC work, members
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and
special events. To become a member, complete the
following:
Name

________________________________

Title

________________________________

Affiliation ________________________________
Address

________________________________

City

_______________________State ____

Primary sources of chloride to local fresh waters are from winter
road salt use and from home water softeners (via discharge at
the wastewater treatment plant and septic systems).

Zip

__________ Phone (_____)_________

E-mail

________________________________

It is estimated that 669,807 tons (equivalent to over 121,000
elephants!) of salt was used on WI roadways last year. As rains
wash pavements and snow melts, dissolved salt is carried to
rivers lakes streams and groundwater either directly or via storm
and sanitary sewers.

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Rising levels of chloride (a component of salt) are of concern for streams and lakes in that high concentration of chloride interferes with fish species reproduction and plant growth. High concentrations can
also impact drinking water wells adversely.

Salt is not just a
problem in winter:

Become a RRC Member

In addition to road salt runoff and infiltration, salt used in industrial processes and in individual homes
for water softening gets passed back to the environment via wastewater discharge, since wastewater
treatment plants are not designed to treat for chloride. It is estimated that over 80 million pounds of salt
annually makes its way into the Rock River via the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District’s discharges
into Badfish Creek and Badger Mill Creek alone.
As with many water quality challenges, sources of salt pollution are numerous and diffuse; these challenges require broad solutions involving many different approaches and partners to come together for
the common interests of water quality and public health. The Salt Wise Partnership is just that. Including
the Public Health & Land and Water Resources Departments of Dane County, the Madison Water Utility,
the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District, the Wisconsin DOT, the City of Madison and the Capital Area
Regional Planning Commission, Ripple Effects, and UW-Madison, and a variety of local watershed friends’
groups; the Wis. Salt Wise Partnership is encouraging improved salt use. The key message from the Salt
Wise Partnership is to be more efficient with salt – to be saltwise, not necessarily to eliminate salt use
entirely, but to increase efficiency. Salt is relatively cheap, therefore overuse can often go undetected.
As a result of Salt Wise conversations, some municipalities are already leading the way in increasing their
salt efficiency with improved, scientific winter maintenance best practices, like using anti-icing (lines on
pavement in winter), appropriate salt/sand mixing practices, calibrating applicators and switching to a
different deicer (besides rock salt) when it the temperature is below fifteen degrees (and NaCl chemically won’t be effective). Some industries are showing they are salt wise too by making changes to their
operations which have prevented thousands of pounds of salt from reaching water, while also making
significant monetary savings too.
Individuals can take actions
too, in both reducing their
winter salt use and year
round indoor use with their
water softeners to protect
water quality: in the home,
calling a water quality
professional to optimize a
home or businesses water
softener or replacing a 15
year old (or older) softener
with a newer, more efficient model can reduce
the amount of salt going
down the drain daily by
25-50%. Outdoors, ‘walking
like a penguin’ to take it slow in winter conditions and shoveling early to prevent the need for putting salt
down, can make big changes when everyone contributes.
To learn more and keep up to date with the Salt Wise Partnership, you can visit www.wisaltwise.com,
follow the Salt WIse page on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, or visit http://www.madsewer.org/ProgramsInitiatives/Chloride-Reduction to learn more about what you can do.

Memberships Fees
Individual

$ 25

Family

$ 35

Student/Senior Citizen

$ 15

Classroom

$ 25

Affiliates*

$ 50

Municipal**

$125

Corporate

$ 200

*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts,
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments,
administrative staff and elected officials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be
recognized and linked to your website from our website:
www.rockrivercoalition.org
Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Tax Deductible Donations
Amount

Purpose
General Support
Citizen Monitoring
Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and
can be targeted towards specific projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:
Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd
Jefferson, WI 53549
or register and pay online with PayPal at:
www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp
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Rock River Trail Grand Opening
on June 3rd in Beloit, WI

Annual Compost Bin and Rain
Barrel Event – May 13th

By Greg Farnham, Coordinator, Rock River Trail Initiative, www.rockrivertrail.com

By Bryant Moroder

The grand opening of the
Rock River Trail is planned for
Saturday, June 3, 2017, 10:00
- 11:00 AM, at the Rotary River
Center, 1160 S Riverside Drive,
Beloit, WI with events held
in both Beloit, WI and South
Beloit, IL. This event coincides
with National Trails Day and all
trail events for that day will be
highlighted on the National Trails
Day website at nationaltrailsday.
americanhiking.org.
National Trails Day is organized
by the American Hiking Society
and held annually on the first
Saturday of June. This is the
only nationally coordinated event
designed to unite all musclepowered trail activities with a
shared goal of connecting more
people to trails and creating
trail advocates and stewards.
Events take place in all 50 states,
Washington, DC and Puerto Rico.
National Trails Day and the Rock
River Trail invite us to enjoy the
great outdoors. “Lace up your
hiking boots, air up your bike tires, slip on your trail runners, grab your paddle or
saddle up your horse and HIT THE TRAIL!”
In addition the Rock River Trail offers a scenic and historic road route for touring
the river corridor by car or motorcycle and an air route that links the ten airports
along the river in Wisconsin and Illinois. A brochure titled The Art Route of the
Rock River Trail was recently published and is available at www.rockrivertrail.com
and the delicious Rock River Chocolate Trail was just completed!
Please join us in Beloit at the Rotary River Center on June 3rd for the “cutting
of the ribbon” to officially open the Rock River Trail, and then participate in one
of the many trail activities following the ceremony. There will be a canoe/kayak
paddle, a bike ride, an automobile road tour, a nature hike and a horseback trail
ride in the Beloit and South Beloit area to celebrate the grand opening. We even
plan to have an aerial flyover by private planes from the Beloit airport. And view
the outdoor art and sculpture and grab some chocolate to enjoy on the trail!
We appreciate the efforts of our dedicated council of volunteers and the support
of our agency partners along the river corridor and NGOs such as the Rock River
Coalition.

Just in time for spring, a simple way for households to improve local waterways is coming to the area. Discounted compost bins and rain barrels
will be on sale at the annual event on Saturday May 13th at the Alliant
Energy Center from 10am – 2pm.
The effort coincides with a community-wide program by the Madison Area
Municipal Stormwater Partnership (MAMSWaP) to promote practices that
reduce and improve storm water runoff into lakes, rivers and streams. The
Ripple Effect campaign is an effort to help homeowners understand three
important facts:
1. Rain that runs off roofs, land and pavement travels through storm
sewers and ditches to our lakes, rivers and streams.
2. Stormwater runoff carries excess nutrients like phosphorus with it,
which can turn your lakes green and smelly.
3. The way to protect and clean your lakes and streams is to make sure
only rain—and nothing else—goes into the storm drains and ditches!
It is estimated that our urban communities alone contribute about 30%
of the total phosphorus that enter in lakes Mendota, Monona, Waubesa,
Kegonsa, and Wingra from runoff.
Harvesting rainwater for your indoor and outdoor plants and putting
clippings and leaves into a backyard composters pack a one-two punch.
Experts agree that finding
ways to keep the leaves
on site is the best way to
reduce the algae problem.
The very same nutrients
that fuel uncontrollable
plant growth in waterways
also make great additive for
backyard compost to enrich
soil.
At the event, 50 gallon rain
barrels and compost bins
are $30 off and you can
save $85 off the 100 gallon
rain barrel system with a
diverter. Pre-order online
before May 1st and save an
additional $10.
The event is open to all:
resident and non-residents
of Madison. For more
information visit
http://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/compost/CompostBinSale.cfm

Chapter News - Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance
By Pat Giese
JCWA/ Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance will partner with the Johnson Creek Elementary School for
an event to commemorate Earth Day on Friday, April 21st with a short presentation at 1 p.m. in the
elementary school gym. The short presentation for grades K-4 will focus on Water Quality. JCWA will help
demonstrate what our Johnson Creek watershed looks like and ways we can help to keep it clean with
photos of our previous creek clean-ups.

Time to Renew

Following the brief, 15 minute assembly, we plan to pick up litter around the Elementary School.

You can support our valuable work
by renewing your membership (or
becoming a new member) either
at our website or by mailing in the
membership form in this newsletter
and renewing today.

Please, RSVP to let us know that we can expect to see you there. Bring your gloves and spare plastic bags
to the Elementary school on April 21st. Park along the fence on the Milwaukee Street side of the lot or in
the upper lot behind the old high school.
Don’t wait for our creek clean-up in September to become a member of JCWA or to renew your
membership in the Rock River Coalition. Show your support for our local chapter with membership now so
that we can continue to organize activities that keep our watershed clean for future generations.
As always, call or email us with your questions...or, better yet, to let us know you can join us on April 21st.

The Rock River Coalition membership
is by calendar year, but it’s never too
late to renew.

You can also sign up for an emailed
rather than mailed newsletter
by sending a request to info@
rockrivercoalition.org.
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