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 Volunteers harvest purple loosestrife to use for 
rearing the Cella beetles. 

Photo by Addie Schlussl

continued on Page 5

in Wisconsin for over a century and can be found in thick, 
purple waves throughout the Rock River Basin—where the 
diversity of native vegetation has been replaced.   
In 2022, Rock River Coalition (RRC) launched a purple 
loosestrife biocontrol project in partnership with 
Neighborhood House, an organization that facilitates nature 
experiences for central-city Milwaukee youth. “Neighborhood 
House does amazing work teaching young folks about 
nature and the environment,” says RRC’s Addie Schlussel. 
The partnership, which was fostered by Jeanne Scherer, the 
statewide purple loosestrife biocontrol coordinator, served 
as both a way to help the environment, and as a way to 
teach the Neighborhood House kids about conservation and 
biocontrol. 
Biocontrol is a method of environmental management that 
utilizes living organisms. In this case, the living organisms 
are very tiny insects called Galerucella (“Cella”) beetles. In 
the 1980s, it was determined that Cella beetles exclusively 
eat purple loosestrife, and environmentalists have been 
using them to control the invasive plant ever since by 
breeding them and releasing the off spring back into the 
wild. Raising enough beetles to make a diff erence is a time-
intensive task, and is the crux of the RRC-Neighborhood 
House partnership. 

Purple loosestrife blooms with bright fl owers each year, but 
the aesthetic appeal it may add to a landscape is heavily 
counterbalanced by the deleterious eff ects it has on the 
environment. Simply put, when the plant takes root, it takes 
over. A single stem can hold up to 300,000 seeds, and each seed 
can last for up to 20 years. Purple loosestrife has been growing 

Purple Loosestrife Beetle Biocontrol
Garrett Hopkins, Rock River Coalition  

Beetles are cared for in the “mass rearing cage.”
Photo by Addie Schlussel.

Thank You Lake 
Ripley Management 
District!
RRC would also like to 
gratefully acknowledge 
Lake Ripley Management 
District for helping 
us manage a second, 
smaller rearing site 
near Cambridge; 
Lake Koshkonong 
Wetlands Association 
for providing fi nancial 
support; and Jeff erson 
County Land and Water 
Conservation for helping 
dig and pot plans, and 
recommending places to 
release Cella beetles in 
Jeff erson County. 
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Mission
“To educate and bring together 

people of diverse interests to protect 
and improve the economic, 
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recreational resources of the Rock 
River Basin in Wisconsin”
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Jeff erson, WI 53549-1976
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www.rockrivercoalition.org

Newsletter Editor: 
Suzanne Wade, 
suzanne@rockrivercoalition.org
Send change of address to:
info@rockrivercoalition.org
If you’d prefer a pdf of the 
newsletter emailed to you contact 
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RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t  
organization, providing equal opportunity in 

employment & programming. 

Governor’s Mansion to Have Natural Shoreline! 
Rock River Coalition is a proud partner in the Wisconsin Shoreland Restoration Initiative. This August, Rock River Coalition 
members, among others, attended a fundraising event at the Governor’s Executive Residence to support the eff ort to 
restore nearly 300 feet of Lake Mendota shoreline at the Executive Residence to native plants. Phase One of the planting for 
this project is taking place this September. 

Nearly 300 feet of the shoreline, pictured 
here, will be replaced with native plants. 

This initiative will be an inspiration and 
ecological model for other lakeshore 
homeowners to follow. 

Photo credit: Eric Compas

Display featuring the Wisconsin 
Shoreland Restoration Initiative.  

Photo credit: Eric Compas

The featured speaker (left), 
Matt Frank, is the former 
Secretary of the Department of 
Natural Resources, and one of 
the fi rst Lake Leaders to initiate 
the project in 2008. Next to 
him (left to right) are Patricia 
Cicero, Rock River Coalition; 
Governor Tony Evers; and 
Gregg Breese, Resource 
Environmental Solutions. 

Photo credit: Eric Compas

Attendees of the 
fundraising event helped 
support the Wisconsin 
Shoreland Restoration 
Initiative. 
Photo credit: Eric Compas
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Jefferson County Land & Water 
Resource Management Plan
Garrett Hopkins, Rock River Coalition

“Working Together to 
Protect and Enhance 
the Environment.” 
On the surface, the 
Jeff erson County Land 
and Water Conservation 
Department’s mission 
statement is a succinct 
encapsulation. When 
unpacked, it’s a phrase 
that unfurls with 
conservation initiatives, 
public education 
opportunities, 
and community 
partnerships. This work 
is conducted under 
the guidance of the 
department’s Land and 
Resource Management 
Plan, a comprehensive document that 
is re-created every 10 years. On Dec. 
1, 2020, the new Plan for 2021-2030 
was approved by Jeff erson County 
Board of Supervisors.
The plan’s development process 
involved a twenty-person committee 
comprised of stakeholders from 
organizations such as the Department 
of Natural Resources, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and the University of 
Wisconsin – Extension, in addition to 
a farmer, a lake association member, 
and a volunteer stream monitor. “Our 
broad approach was to cover all of the 
programs we knew we were going to 
be implementing, but also leave room 
for new opportunities that come up 
in future years,” says Patricia Cicero, 
Director of the Jeff erson County Land 
& Water Conservation Department.
At its core, the plan is written to 
empower Jeff erson County citizens 
to take an active role in protecting 
resources and utilize new funding 
opportunities. These are a few 
examples:
• Supporting producer-led groups – 

The Land and Water Conservation 
Department supports these 
farmers-teaching-farmers groups 
by helping them apply for grants 
and creating promotional assets 
such as fl yers, press releases, 
and social media posts. Producer-
led groups showcase agriculture 
conservation practices at fi eld 
days, workshops, and shop talks.

• Shoreline and rain garden 
workshops – Using funds from 
the DNR’s Healthy Lakes and 
Rivers grant, the Land and Water 
Conservation Department uses cost 
sharing to encourage homeowners 

to install shoreland and rain 
gardens with conservation in 
mind. The goal to start 2-5 
projects per year has been 
exceeded in 2022 with 10 projects 
in the works!

• Groundwater Study – Thanks 
to funds provided through the 
American Recovery Plan Act 
(ARPA), a long-awaited study 
is currently being planned 
to understand the quality of 
Jeff erson County’s groundwater. 
The study will be a collaboration 
with UW-Stevens Point and UW-
Madison Division of Extension and 
will test for diff erent constituents 
of concern including nitrates that 
may be present in drinking water.

• Farmland Preservation Plan 
(FPP) – This plan incentivizes 
landowners to meet proper 
soil and water standards with 
a tax credit of $7.50 per acre. 
Participants must follow state-
wide standards which include 
having a nutrient management 
plan. There are currently 613 
participants covering 106,286 
acres in the program. 

Though these initiatives are but a 
fraction of the Jeff erson County Land 
& Resource Management Plan, they 
serve as tangible examples of how the 
conservation department impacts the 
region and will continue to do so for 
years to come. 
Rock River Coalition is a proud partner 
of the Jeff erson County Land and 
Water Conservation Department, and 
we are excited to work beside them 
for years to come. The full plan can be 
viewed on Jeff erson County’s website.

Mud Creek is part of the Crawfi sh River watershed in northeast 
Jeff erson County – one of the many small streams and tributaries 
that might be protect by the Farmland Preservation Plan. 

Photo by Brooke Alexander  

New Staff : Brooke Alexander Joins Rock River 
Coalition as Events, Outreach, and Communications 
Coordinator

Brooke (she/her) joined 
Rock River Coalition 
in May of this year. 
Brooke helped serve our 
communications team in 
2019. She’s returning as 
our Events, Outreach, 
and Communications 
Coordinator. Brooke is well-
rooted in the conservation 
community. We’re thrilled 
to have her graphic design 
and science communication 
skills on our team again. 
Brooke lives in Watertown 
with her husband and two 
dogs. She just got her fi rst 
kayak this summer and has 
been exploring sections of 
the Rock River in Jeff erson 
County. She also loves 
photography, poetry, and 
botany.  

New Staff : Sue Heff ron Accepts RRC Administrative 
Assistant Position
Sue (she/her) is excited to join the staff  of Rock River Coalition, having 
started in June. She read about the position in Refl ections and her 
previous experience at Kettle Moraine Land Trust made her a good fi t. 
Since retiring from the corporate world where she was an Information 
Technology manager, she’s been able to spend time with conservation 
organizations.
Sue and two colleagues are stream monitors at three sites in Elkhorn. 
Sue also volunteers with the Delavan Lake Improvement Association and 
enjoys kayaking and spending time with her family at the lake.
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Rock River Coalition is proud to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
the start of our stream monitoring 
program. Since 2002, we have 
trained hundreds of volunteers 
to measure water quality on their 
local streams. We’re grateful to 
every one of those volunteers for 
their contribution to the huge body 
of water quality data that we have 
collected.
This year, we were thrilled to 
welcome 50 new volunteers to 
the stream monitoring program. 
They bring our total number of 
volunteers up to over 180. Thanks 
to all of these volunteers’ help, we 
are now collecting baseline data 
(temperature, dissolved oxygen, 
transparency, stream fl ow, and 
biotic index) at 119 sites across 
the Rock River Basin. This year, 
volunteers also collected samples 
for nutrient analysis at a record 
71 sites and installed continuous 
temperature monitoring devices at 
50 sites.
2022 was also the second year 
of our eff ort to deliberately 
expand our stream monitoring 
program into Dodge County. 
After establishing nine sites 
in the Wildcat Creek and Lake 
Sinissippi watersheds last year, 
we added an additional nine sites 
this year in the Fox Lake, Beaver 
Dam, and Watertown areas. The 
data collected by our Fox Lake 
volunteers is being used to shape a 
Nine Key Element watershed plan 
for the lake and will help determine 
areas of the Fox Lake watershed 
that should be prioritized for 
nutrient reduction eff orts and 
incentives.
We’re grateful to the many 
partners who support volunteer 
stream monitoring across the Rock 
River Basin, including UW-Madison 
Division of Extension, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
(WDNR), and the Jeff erson, Rock, 
Dodge, and Waukesha County 
Land and Water Conservation 
Departments. 
We’re also grateful to our 
funders, the Yahara Watershed 
Improvement Network, the WDNR 
Surface Water Grant program, the 
Earl and Eugenia Quirk Foundation, 
and the We Energy Foundation.
We also acknowledge the 
volunteers—past and present—
who make the stream monitoring 
program what it is. Water quality 
monitoring is not a short-term 

Celebrating an Incredible 20 Years of Stream Monitoring
By Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring and AIS Coordinator

Volunteers from Fox Lake and Beaver Dam learn how to measure 
dissolved oxygen. 

Photo by Isabelle Paulsen.

project. Long-term commitment is needed 
to track changes in the health of our waters 
over time. As we reach fi ve, ten, or now even 
twenty years’ worth of data for some of our 
monitoring sites, we can see a clearer picture 
of how our streams are faring and how they 
have changed. We can also predict what 
challenges may face them in the years to 
come.
We’re so grateful to the volunteers who have 
helped us paint this picture of the Rock River 

Basin over the past 
twenty years, and 
we look forward to 
working together to 
protect our waters over 
the next twenty.
To learn more about 
the RRC monitoring 
program, contact Addie 
Schlussel at addie@
rockrivercoalition.org

Returning volunteers in Dane County review macroinvertebrate 
identifi cation. 

Photo by Isabelle Paulsen.

New volunteers practice sampling for macroinvertebrates at a 
stream monitoring training in Waunakee. 

Photo by Clare Becker.

Showing off  a damselfl y larva at a stream 
monitoring training in Burnett. 

Photo by Isabelle Paulsen.

New and returning Rock County volunteers are treated to a fi sh shock-
ing demonstration by WDNR stream ecologist Mike Miller. 

Photo by Addie Schlussel.

Welcome New Board Members Jon and Kirsten
Jon Lindert, P.E., LEED AP holds a civil 
engineering degree from the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville. His water resources 
engineering career has focused on planning/
analysis/design of the following project types: 
stormwater quality and quantity management, 
MS4 permitting, green infrastructure, 
sustainable design, fl oodplain management, 
streambank and natural area restoration, and 

park and recreational facility design. Jon grew up and lives in the 
Rock River Watershed, fi rst in Mayville for 10 years near the Rock 
River, then in Monona near Lake Monona and now in Oregon near 
Badfi sh Creek. He enjoys spending time outdoors with his wife 
and three children whether it be boating on the Madison Chain of 
Lakes, mountain biking, native gardening, deer hunting, or muskie 
fi shing.

Kirsten Jurcek is a steward of the land with 
a passion for regenerative farms, local foods 
and the environment.  
She and her family rotationally graze beef 
cattle at Brattset Family farm, located 
within the rolling drumlin fi elds of Southeast 
Wisconsin.
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Rock River Coalition’s Aquatic Invasive Species Program (AIS) launched in 2021 
in Dodge County. This year, we’ve been pleased to expand our aquatic invasive 
species work into Rock County, with support from Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources’ Lakes Monitoring and Protection Network.
One goal of the Aquatic Invasive Species Program is educating the public about 
invasive species, particularly how to avoid spreading them between waterbodies 
and how to recognize and report invasive species. By having more people on 
the lookout for invasive species, we have a greater chance of discovering a new 
invasive species early, when its population is still small and can be more easily 
controlled.
We coordinated a Snapshot Day event in Janesville to pursue this goal of public 
education. On Snapshot Day, volunteers across the state learn how to search 
for and document aquatic invasive species on their local waters. Luckily, our 
volunteers this year did not fi nd any new invasive species, but they did verify 
previously documented invasive species on two ponds and hopefully learned 
more about invasive species in the process.
This summer, we were also lucky to have Sam Baldwin, our fi rst Aquatic 
Invasive Species and Stream Monitoring Intern, join the RRC team. Sam was 
instrumental in monitoring lakes and streams in Dodge and Rock County, and 
she recorded many previously undocumented populations of invasive species 
like purple loosestrife, yellow iris, and curly-leaf pondweed. 

She also helped teach students about invasive species at several fi eld trip 
experiences and continued our outreach to the fi shing community by providing 
invasive species information to local bait shops.
We’re grateful to the many lake groups, community organizations, and 
members of the public who have joined us in our invasive species work, 
whether by partnering with us on a project or just learning how to recognize 
a few invasive species. After all, everyone who uses our waters, from boaters 
and anglers to shoreline property owners, can play a role in preventing the 
spread of invasive species.

Preventing the Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species
By Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring and AIS Coordinator

Volunteers Nicole and Malachi search for invasive aquatic plants with AIS Coordinator Addie.

Photo by Garrett Hopkins

Volunteer Malachi shows off  aquatic plants that he found on Snapshot Day.

Photo by Garrett Hopkins

Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring 
and AIS Coordinator

Rock River Coalition Aquatic Invasive Species 
intern, Sam Baldwin, helps to release beetles at a 
site near Palmyra. 

Photo by Addie Schlussel.

Purple Loosestrife Beetle Biocontrol continued from Page 1
In April, RRC staff , volunteers, and partners harvested a large amount of purple loosestrife, potted it, and put it in 
a 12-by-12 foot “mass rearing cage” located at the 90-acre Neighborhood House Nature Center in Dodge County. 
One month later, they collected a few hundred beetles from the wild and added them to the cage. Over the next 
two months, a group of teenage interns from Neighborhood House monitored the cage on a daily basis, checking for 
eggs, watering the purple loosestrife, and clearing out other bugs.
“I think it’s such an important thing to help connect kids to conservation work,” says Esther Portnoy, Neighborhood 
House’s land stewardship manager. “What’s cool about the Nature Center is we’re bringing out kids that mostly 
never leave the city. Teaching them about biocontrol is what’s really important for me. We’re not going to 
immediately wipe out all of the purple loosestrife with these beetles, but this allows us to use less chemicals. We’re 
going to trust the plan.”
In early July, the beetles began to hatch. “It was a huge help that the interns were able to keep an eye on the 
cage,” says Schlussel. “Sometimes thousands of beetles hatched overnight and we wanted to get them out of the 
cage quickly so they didn’t run out of food. The Neighborhood House folks helped us avoid that by keeping close 
tabs on the beetles for us.” 
In all, this project resulted in an estimated 27,000 new beetles that were collected by RRC staff  and released at nine 
sites in Dodge, Jeff erson, and Rock County. This project is one of the many ways RRC has empowered the general 
public to participate in conservation, and it marks the start of a continued partnership with Neighborhood House. 
“We’re already looking into expanding the program for next year,” says Portnoy. “The kids were really interested; it 
was awesome to see.
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Storm Grate Adoption Initiative Launched by The Rock River Trail
Therese Oldenburg, Rock River Trail co-coordinator

The Rock River Trail is pleased to be the recipient of a mini-grant from Protect Wisconsin Waterways 2022 Water Quality Mini-Grant Program to 
support the launch of an education and outreach initiative in Wisconsin: “Do Grate Works For Your River”.  This program will work alongside Protect 
Wisconsin Waterways’ “Storm Drain Protector” program and will also eventually be launched in Illinois. 
This initiative will encourage people to adopt a storm water grate in their community and keep it clear of garbage and debris that would otherwise 
wash into our streams and Rock River. This funding will enable us to create and distribute informational signage to be installed in partner 
communities near the Rock River or major tributaries. Informational cards will also be 
distributed and a social media campaign will support the initiative. This eff ort will engage 

citizens to help reduce pollutants from entering streams, creeks, rivers that feed into the Rock River 
Watershed.  
Over the last 12 years the Friends of The Rock River worked in 11 counties in WI and IL to establish the 
Rock River Trail. In addition, we worked to establish the Rock River as the 10th National Water Trail by 
the National Park Service. We have also created 10 additional trails such as Birding Trail, Art Trail, Biking 
& Hiking Trails to enhance the user experience. 
We are committed to improving water quality and enhancing the river ecosystem. As part of those eff orts, 
for 12 years we have distributed over 117,000 free oak saplings to communities along the whole Rock 
River corridor and participated in the Rock River Sweep with our partners.  Learn more about the Rock 
River Trail at rockrivertrail.com

Items picked up from storm grates at one intersection in Beloit. 
Photo by The Rock River Trail.

Fall Online Auction: Help Support Our Water Protection Eff orts 
Rock River Coalition is asking for donations to the Fall Online Auction. You 
might consider donating your handmade items, like these Ashippun-River-
inspired beaded earrings donated by Isabelle Paulsen! Or maybe you’re 
willing to help with yard work in the spring. Please note the donation value 
should aim to be above $50 to help off set operating costs. 
Please consider reaching out to your local businesses to request items to 
help make our auction a success! 
Email Brooke (brooke@rockrivercoalition.org) for guidelines, potential donor 
ideas or donations, and questions.   

Photo by Isabelle Paulsen

Greetings, friends. 
Thank you for tuning into Rock River 
Coalition’s fall newsletter. From 
the continuation of long-standing 
programs, to the launch of new 
initiatives, to future projects in the 
works, this has been an exceptionally 
special year. 
I hope you enjoy learning about what 
we’ve been up to!
I must begin by acknowledging my 
team. In a time of nationwide staffi  ng 
shortages, we were fortunate to hire 
three new individuals in 2022: Brooke 
Alexander, our Events, Outreach, 
& Communications Coordinator; 
Garrett Hopkins, our Communications 
Specialist; and Sue Heff ron, our 
Administrative Assistant. 
Additionally, our intern Sam Baldwin 
has been helping and learning 
alongside Addie Schlussel, who 

continuously excels in her role as 
Stream Monitoring and Aquatic 
Invasive Species Coordinator.
Rock River Coalition’s ability to attract 
such a talented group is a powerful 
statement: strong evidence that our 
mission is viewed as a necessary 
service to the waters and people of 
central Wisconsin. 
I am pleased to share that we have 
been working on a new strategic 
plan that will serve as our compass 
for the next three years and beyond. 
This plan, which is being built to 
ensure our impact across the region 
continues, is being fi nalized by the 
Rock River Coalition Staff  and Board of 
Directors and will be unveiled in early 
2023.
The strategic plan is rich with 
programs specifi cally designed 
to empower citizens of the Rock 
River Basin to come together for 

conservation. A shining example 
of this is our recent collaboration 
with Neosho’s Neighborhood House, 
where we helped kids raise beetles 
to combat the spread of the invasive 
purple loosestrife. You can read 
about this exciting project on page 1.
Other undertakings include:
• Continued stream monitoring in 

six counties
• Continued aquatic invasive 

species prevention in Rock and 
Dodge counties

• Rain barrel workshops in 
Watertown, and two other Rock 
River Basin cities TBD

• Shoreland restoration project at 
Riverside Park in Watertown

• New Zealand mud snail outreach 
and monitoring for Token and 
Elver creeks in Dane County

As Executive Director, I fi nd great 
fortune in working with such a 
talented, dedicated team. As a 
nature lover, I can’t overstate the joy 
I get from leading an organization 
dedicated to protecting and preserving
water sources in central Wisconsin. 
As our programs continue to grow, 
opportunities for volunteering and
other community activities will grow 
as well. I hope to see you out there!
Sincerely,
Becca Dymzarov

Executive Director’s Message
Becca Dymzarov, Executive Director
becca@rockrivercoalition.org
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Become a RRC Member

Annual tax-deductible membership fees 

Membership 
Renewal 

Annual tax-deductible membership fees 

Membership 
Renewal 

Memberships are critical in accomplishing 
our work. We thank you for your support! 

Name _________________________________  
Title  __________________________________  
Affiliation _______________________________  
Address ________________________________  
City ________________________ State ______  
Zip ___________ Phone (____) _____________  
E-mail  _________________________________  

AAnnual tax--ddeductible membership fees  
Individual memberships begin at the $25 Dragonfly 
level. Please consider becoming a Stonefly or Dobsonfly 
to make your impact go further. 
 
 $1000: Stonefly       $100: Caddisfly 
 
 $500: Dobsonfly       $50: Mayfly 
 
 $250: Alderfly             $25: Dragonfly 

 
 $15: Damselfly (Student/Senior) 

 
 $50  Affiliates 
Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts, 
small municipalities and municipal departments. 
 
 $125  Municipal 
Provides membership for all municipal departments. 
Includes discounts at member events and workshops. 
 
 $250  Corporate 

Additional tax deductible donation 
$_________ Donations are greatly appreciated 
and can be targeted towards specific projects: 

Please use my donation for ______________ 
Please use where it is needed most 

Chapter members — I am a member of the: 
Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed 
Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance 
Maunesha River Alliance 

 
Please mail this form with check to: 

Rock River Coalition 
864 Collins Road 

 Jefferson, WI 53549 
Or pay online using PayPal at 
www.rockrivercoalition.org.  

Membership 
Renewal 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension Agriculture Water Quality Program is excited 
to introduce its four Outreach Specialists located throughout Wisconsin. In Wisconsin, there is signifi cant 
unmet demand for outreach and education on the science of agricultural production impacts on water 
quality. 
With these outreach specialists, Extension now has increased capacity to communicate lessons learned 
and share solutions developed from research at Extension’s Discovery Farms monitoring sites, other UW 
researchers and other research institutions.
Beginning priority areas of focus will be:

• Developing and delivering outreach programs in this and other content to the primary audiences of 
farmers, crop advisors and conservation professionals

• Communicating the dynamics of sediment and phosphorus loss from agricultural landscapes
• Recommending farm practices to reduce particulate and dissolved phosphorus losses to lakes, 

streams and wetlands
• Recommendations to reduce nitrogen losses to groundwater from below the root zone

Agriculture Water Quality Outreach Specialists
Chelsea Zegler is located in Madison and serves Southern Wisconsin’s agriculture water quality outreach 

needs. She received her Bachelor’s degree at UW-Madison and continued there to complete 
a Master’s in Agroecology, where she focused on forage production and soil health on dairies 
across the state, partnering with the USDA-Dairy Forage Research Center and industry 
partners. Chelsea was previously the Dane County Extension Crops and Soils Educator. Reach 
Chelsea at zegler@wisc.edu.
Laura Paletta is located in Green Bay and will serve the eastern part of the state. She 
completed her Masters in Soil Science from UW- Madison in 2017 and then continued to 

do research for three more years. Her research focused on using best management practices to reduce 
sediment and phosphorus losses. She spent the past two years working at Manitowoc County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dept as a resource conservationist. Reach Laura at paletta@wisc.edu
Rachel Rushmann is located in Eau Claire and will serve the western part of the state. Rachel worked 
nearly seven years developing and managing DATCP’s Producer-Led Watershed Protection Program. Prior 
to working at DATCP, she was a program manager for the farmer-led group, Yahara Pride Farms, near 
Madison, WI. She holds a bachelor’s degree from UW-Madison in Agricultural and Applied Economics. 
Reach Rachel at rrushmann@wisc.edu Commercial Vegetable Agriculture Water Quality Outreach Specialist
Guolong Liang is a Commercial Vegetable Agriculture Water Quality Outreach Specialist with the Division 
of Extension and is based in Stevens Point. He is excited to contribute to building the network linking 
stakeholders in the space of agriculture and water quality. He has a background in irrigation and nutrient 
management of specialty crops. He received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Horticulture at UW-
Madison. He is also devoted to advancing Diversity, Equity & nclusion missions in agriculture. Reach 
Guolong at gliang6@wisc.edu

President’s Message - August 2022
Where did the summer go? I hope you can refl ect on several enjoyable trips and/or activities to show exactly where your summer went. In my 20 years in 
Wisconsin, this summer’s weather was one of the nicest for exploring outside. For the Coalition, this summer has been an introspective one (in a good way), looking 
at where the organization is and where it’s going.

First, with help from you and UW-Madison Division of Extension (thanks to Michelle Probst and Steven Chmielewski!), 
we completed our strategic planning exercise and have a clear set of objectives and direction for the next three to fi ve 
years. The plan’s formal publication is forthcoming, and we’ve already put it into action and have made progress on 
several new initiatives.
Second, both the Board and staff  are currently in the midst of a Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) training 
with Cream City Conservation in Milwaukee. Our goals are to better understand JEDI issues in conservation and 
to improve the Coalition's operations; in particular, to better reach an audience that’s more refl ective of the basin. 
Looking at the recent 2020 Census data, approximately 20% of the population–one out of fi ve people–within the basin 
is non-white. We, as an organization, need to do a better job of reaching out to and including our entire community in 
what we do. This training is our fi rst step.
We hope in the coming year that you’ll all see the results of this introspection in what we say and do. We also hope 
that you can join us this fall for our fi rst (and long overdue) post-COVID Confl uence in October.

Eric Compas,   Board President

Introducing Division of Extension’s Agriculture 
Water Quality Outreach Specialists
John Exo or Amber Radatz Email: john.exo@wisc.edu; aradatz@wisc.edu
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The Confluence: Protecting 
What We Love in the Rock 

River Watershed
Rock River Coalition’s 2022 Conference

October 15, 2022
Watertown Senior & Community Center

514 S. First Street, Watertown, WI 53094
7:00*am - 4:00pm

The Rock River Coalition Conference, The Confl uence, will be held on Saturday, October 15th in the 
City of Watertown. Join fellow water stewards and community members from across the Rock River 
Watershed for a day of exciting presentations and hands-on learning. We’ll hear updates on basin news, 
current research, and learn about the Rock River Basin and ecosystem, and where challenges lay ahead. 
We will also celebrate our successes, with the 50th year anniversary of the Clean Water Act! 
Questions? Contact Brooke, brooke@rockrivercoalition.org. 
Agenda
7:00am-8:00am – Optional morning fi eld trip (TBD)
8:00am-9:00am – Registration
9:00am-12:00pm – Morning programming & presentations
12:00pm-1:00pm – Lunch
1:15-2:15pm – Afternoon programming & presentations
2:30-4:00pm – Optional afternoon fi eld trip (TBD)

Registration Details 
$10 / Members 
$15 / Non-members
+$18 / T-shirt 

Lunch included!  

SCAN TO REGISTER
OR VISIT our website:
www.rockrivercoalition.org
for more information

Yahara Watershed Volunteer Gathering
Saturday, November 5, 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM
Dane County Land and Water Resources Department
5201 Fen Oak Drive, Madison, WI 53718

Volunteer stream monitors from the Yahara River Watershed are 
invited to celebrate another successful monitoring season with Rock 
River Coalition. We will hear from local experts about water quality issues 
impacting the Yahara Watershed and what local groups are doing about 
them. Topics include harmful algal blooms, E. coli monitoring, and nutri-
ent reduction eff orts. Register on our website, rockrivercoalition.org, and 
contact addie@rockrivercoalition.org with any questions.

Winter Salt Monitors Needed
Britta Wellenstein and Allison Madison, 
WI Salt Wise
In the winter, road salt is essential to keeping 
our roads safe. However, road salt has a 
negative impact on local freshwater ecosystems. 
All the salt applied to roads ends up in our 
waterways and is impossible to remove. 
After decades of salting, dozens of water bodies 
across Wisconsin have reached impaired status 
where salt levels are impacting the health of 
aquatic organisms. 
High chloride concentrations decrease the 
growth of tadpoles, salamanders, and fi sh, 
reduce their rates of reproduction, and increase 
their susceptibility to parasites. Chloride also 
lowers zooplankton populations, which means 
more algae (zooplankton eat algae) and fewer 
fi sh (zooplankton are an important food source 
in aquatic food chains).
Chloride concentrations in the Yahara Lakes are 
well-documented, but our understanding of salt 
pollution in other reaches of the watershed is far 
more spotty. 
In other regions, citizen volunteer monitors with 
Milwaukee Riverkeeper, the Fox-Wolf Watershed 
Alliance and Superior Rivers monitor streams 
in their watershed. Their local datasets enable 
more targeted outreach and can help quantify 
the impacts of best practices implementation.  
Will you be a stream monitor this winter? Apply 
your data collecting skills to help assess the 
impact of road salt on our waterways. 
With your support, we can deepen our 
understanding of current salt levels in the Rock 
River Basin and develop a strategic approach to 
protect freshwater. 
Sign up for the Winter Salt Watch and receive 
a free monitoring kit through the Izaak Walton 
League: https://www.wisaltwise.com/Take-
Action/Chloride-Monitoring
Learn more about Wisconsin Salt Wise’s 
advocacy work at www.wisaltwise.com.

A Milwaukee Riverkeeper volunteer monitor 
collects a sample. 

Photo by Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Wisconsin Water Week April 19-21 2023
The 2023 Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers Convention will be held over April 19-21 in Stevens Point. The 
convention will bring together partners across the water community, with the theme Building Trust Around 
Water Together. 
The Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers Convention is hosted by the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. Learn more 
about WI Water Week: https://wisconsinwaterweek.org/


