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Friends of Badfish Creek 
Watershed became the 
first chapter of Rock River 
Coalition in 2007. This year, 
Friends of Badfish Creek 
Watershed began to conduct 
analysis on concerning levels 
of E. coli to track down the 
source. The following story 
and interview with member 
and unofficial director, Lynne 
Diebel, tells the story.    
Badfish Creek is a tributary 
to the Yahara River 
characterized by its crafty 
currents, wide floodplain 
and unique relationship to 
Madison’s sewerage system. 
It was adopted by a group 
of energetic individuals in 
2006 who formed ‘Friends 
of Badfish Creek Watershed’ 
(FBCW), becoming Rock 
River Coalition’s first chapter 
in 2007. The unofficial 
director of the organization 
is Stoughton resident, Lynne 
Diebel. Lynne is the author 
of two Minnesota paddling 
guidebooks and a book about 

Story continued on Page 3.

her experience paddling 
with her husband across the 
Driftless Area from Minnesota 
to Wisconsin, as well as 
three other books. Now she 
spends time working with the 
community to protect one 
of the hundreds of streams 
that she has paddled: Badfish 
Creek, tackling the most 
recent threat of E. coli. 
Badfish Creek is a popular 
place to canoe and kayak all 
year around. “It’s close to 
Madison […] and it’s not at 
all developed from Old Stage 
Road down to the Yahara,” 
says Lynne. The natural kinks 
and corners of the stream 
have been straightened out 
by channelization in its upper 
reach, but on its last jaunt to 
the Yahara River, the Badfish 
is squirmier than a worm 
on a hook. There are riffles 
and bends on this segment 
that make paddling it an 
adventure. Along the way the 
banks are rooted with trees. 
“The floodplain is wide so it’s 
marshy for a long distance 

past the creek and that adds 
to the feeling of isolation,” 
says Lynne. It’s a quiet 
wildlife corridor for herons, 
eagles, hawks and other birds 
and animals. 
Badfish Creek originates as 
the Oregon Branch northwest 
of the Village of Oregon. As it 
flows south it collects effluent 
(treated discharged water) 
from the Oregon and Madison 
municipal water treatment 
plants. The Oregon treatment 
plant neighbors Badfish Creek 
but the Madison Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) 
facilities are much further 
north of the headwaters. 
Effluent from MMSD is 
pumped through four miles 
of pipeline and five miles 
of ditch in order to divert 
it from the lower Yahara 
chain of lakes. Before the 
diversion was built in 1958 
the effluent flowed into the 
Yahara lakes. The nutrient-
rich effluent caused odors 
and significant algal growth in 
the lakes, so the decision was 

made to divert it instead to 
Badfish Creek. Since then, 
wastewater treatment has 
vastly improved and the 
water quality of the effluent 
discharged is comparable 
to that of the surface water 
it joins. However, the water 
quality is still monitored 
closely. 
The Rock County Health 
Department monitors E. 
coli in the lower reach 
of the Badfish, the lower 
Yahara River and other 
Rock County lakes and 
streams to ensure the 
safety of recreators. In 
2018, Rock County became 
concerned about rising 
E. coli levels in streams 
and rivers, including 
Badfish Creek. The county 
didn’t have the resources 
to search for the actual 
source of the E. coli so Rick 
Wietersen, Rock County’s 
Environmental Health 
Director, contacted FBCW 
for support. 
FBCW is a group of local 
citizens who care for the 
creek. They’re attentive to 
water quality, habitat, and 
the needs of recreators on 
the creek–as committed to 
Badfish Creek as herons to 
water. The group responds 
as needs arise or as its 
members raise concerns. 
FBCW has spent much effort 
controlling invasive species, 
raising awareness to the 
history and ecology of the 
creek, and recently installing 
a new boat launch at Old 
Stage Road. The new launch 
site was originally just a 
parking lot for people that 
wanted to hike the public 
land. “We realized that with 

Paul Garrison (foreground) and Ralph Erickson (back) sampling on February 
11, 2020.  This was the first sampling date of the Friends of Badfish Creek 
Watershed’s Microbial Source Tracking Project on the Badfish Creek and the 
lower Yahara River.

Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed:  
Tracking Down E. Coli Bacteria 
By Brooke Alexander



2

Mission
“To educate and bring together 

people of diverse interests to protect 
and improve the economic,  

environmental, cultural, and recre-
ational resources of the Rock River 

Basin in Wisconsin”

PRESIDENT:
Eric Compas 
compase@uww.edu

DIRECTORS:
Patricia Cicero, Treasurer 
Joe Zakovec, Past President 
Montgomery Baker  
Susan Josheff
Ashley Roscoe, Student Rep. 
 
Executive Director
Becca Dymzarov 
becca@rockrivercoalition.org
 
Stream Monitoring Coordinator:

 
Data Visualization &  
Community Project Assistant
(currently open)

RRC Administrative Assistant 
Shannon Batzko

RRC Bookkeeper
Tara Callis

RRC Address: 
864 Collins Road 
Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
920-541-6766 
www.rockrivercoalition.org

Send change of address to: 
info@rockrivercoalition.org
Newsletter Editor: 
Suzanne Wade, 608-334-4517 
suzanne@rockrivercoalition.org
A letter-sized color version of this 
newsletter is available at 
www.rockrivercoalition.org.
If you’d prefer a pdf of the 
newsletter emailed to you contact 
info@rockrivercoalition.org.

RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit  
organization, providing equal opportunity in 

employment & programming. 
TTY: 711 for Wisconsin Relay

If you need special accommodation for 
programs please contact the RRC at least 

two weeks in advance.

Rock River Coalition President’s Message
In these challenging times, it’s 
important to highlight bright spots 
and people who are caring and 
empathetic – our healthcare workers, 
our public officials, and most 
Americans who are trying to keep us 
healthy and safe. 
For the Coalition, that has come in 
the form of massive support from our 
membership, donors, and grantors. 
Double and triple thanks to everyone 
who has helped our organization stay 
afloat and keep our mission alive in 
2020. 
The significant break in stream 
monitoring this summer has given 
us time to tackle other initiatives. 
With Becca’s team of grant writers, 
we have been successful in bringing 
in new funding to expand our efforts 

in Dodge County and to continue 
our data visualization efforts. We’ve 
embarked on a long-term strategic 
planning exercise starting with an 
“organizational assessment” with UW-
Extension and Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources support (many 
of you will be hearing more about this 
initiative this winter). 
Becca is transitioning into a new role 
as Executive Director of the Rock 
River Coalition, and we’ll be hiring a 
new Stream Monitoring Coordinator 
this winter. 
All of these capacity-building 
initiatives will allow the Coalition to 
expand its efforts and communicate 
about basin issues.
Stay safe everyone and thanks again 

for your continued support of our 
small-but-mighty organization and its 
important mission.

Eric  Compas
RRC Board President 
compase@uww.edu 
920-397-9821 

Rock River Coalition Awarded Funding from James E. Dutton Foundation
The Rock River Coalition recently received a grant for $10,000 from the James E. Dutton Foundation, based in Merrill, 
Wisconsin. The James E. Dutton Foundation, Inc. is a Section 501 (c) (3) charitable private foundation established in 
2005 to honor the memory of Jim Dutton. Jim spent his early years studying and enjoying wildlife while teaching others 
to enjoy and appreciate the outdoors. These grants provide funds to programs that benefit wildlife, animal causes, the 
environment, and natural resources. The Rock River Coalition mission is to educate and provide opportunities for people 
of diverse interests to work together to improve environmental, recreational, cultural and economic resources of the Rock 
River Basin. 
The James E. Dutton Foundation funding will enable the Rock River Coalition to continue its award-winning stream 
monitoring program, working to improve stream water quality in the Rock River Basin using its over 200 dedicated 
and trained volunteers. Rock River Coalition volunteer stream monitors measure water quality and phosphorus content 
in streams in Dane, Jefferson, Waukesha, Rock, and Walworth Counties. This funding will be used for outreach and 
communication to share the data we collect and to expand programing by recruiting additional volunteers, with an 
emphasis on developing new volunteer stream monitoring stations in Dodge County. 
In an effort to provide education about the water quality of the Wisconsin Upper and Lower Rock River Watersheds, 
the Rock River Coalition has recently added an interactive Stream Monitoring Map feature on its website (https://
rockrivercoalition.org/projects-2/citizen-stream-monitoring/stream-monitoring-map/). This map allows users to view 
current and historical water quality data at each volunteer stream monitoring station and the watershed as a whole, 
giving viewers the opportunity to compare water quality over time. Stories about water quality conservation efforts 
and successes at specific stream sites will soon also be available on the website, along with the already available new 
Restorable Wetland Tool (https://rockrivercoalition.org/actually-restorable-wetlands/). “The generosity of the James E. 
Dutton Foundation will allow the Rock River Coalition to conduct this important work, “says Becca Dymzarov, Rock River 
Coalitions Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator. 
Citizens interested in monitoring in Dodge County can contact Becca at becca@rockrivercoalition.org. For more information 
about the James E. Dutton Foundation, please visit http://www.jameseduttonfoundation.org/. 

Rock River Coalition to Conduct Organizational Assessment
By Becca Dymzarov, RRC Executive Director
Over the next nine months, Rock River Coalition plans to conduct an organization assessment to identify our 
strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities for organizational growth. In a continuously changing landscape, we 
understand the need to take a deeper look at how the Rock River Coalition currently serves the community and to 
identify new areas where our services are needed.  
As a result, I am thrilled to announce that Rock River Coalition is in the process of establishing several groups to 
focus on organizational development. These teams will be charged with providing an assessment of current and past 
Rock River Coalition activities and to identify new opportunities across the Rock River Basin.
Through structured leadership, we intend to focus on enhancing our ability to accomplish our mission to educate and 
provide opportunities for people of diverse interests to work together to improve environmental, recreational, cultural 
and economic resources of the Rock River Basin.
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Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed: Tracking Down E. Coli Bacteria 
continued from page 1

some work we could 
clear a path down to 
the creek,” explained 
Lynne. With support 
from the community 
and multiple donations 
and grants the boat 
launch now also has a 
picnic table, bike rack, 
and kiosk with a poster 
detailing the history of 
the creek. 
When Rick Wietersen 
contacted FBCW 
about E. coli microbial 
source tracking they 
sought a way to 
help. FBCW gathered 
enough funding to 
conduct the first year 
and a half of initial 
testing. They applied 

for and received grants from the Stoughton Area Community Foundation, the 
Department of Natural Resources river planning grants and The People’s United 
Methodist Church of Oregon. Individual donors also contributed gifts. These 
creative alliances are a reminder of how effective conservation efforts can be 
when support is gathered from community stakeholders. 
With this funding FBCW and Rock County are able to conduct microbial source 
tracking. It’s important to identify not only the amount of E. coli in the stream 
but also its source, which will either have human or animal origins. 
Badfish Creek has had some issues with animal waste in the past. In March 
2019, paddlers noticed a significant drop-off in water clarity where the stream 

is normally clear. The source was inappropriate waste management of chicken 
manure. Manure stacked too close to the stream was running off into the water. 
The Dane County Conservation Warden was able to act quickly and the DNR 
subsequently reprimanded the offending individual. However, the overall rise of 
E. coli may not be due to animal waste. “The numbers so far that we’ve gotten 
back from the State Lab of Hygiene are very strong in implicating humans,” says 
Lynne. 
Timing for the testing is important. In 1986, MMSD adopted an ultraviolet light 
disinfection system to treat for bacteria like E. coli. However, the treatment isn’t 
required in the winter months. It runs only from April 15th through October 
15th. FBCW is sampling six times from February through November in 2020 and 
again in 2021 until funding runs out. “The UV treatment is now in effect so on 
May 15th when we sample, we expect to see a drop in the amount of E. coli,” 
says Lynne. However, Oregon’s permit does not require any disinfection.
If the analysis indicates that the source of unsafe levels of E. coli is primarily 
human, the DNR would have grounds for requiring disinfection by Oregon 
and a longer period of disinfection by MMSD. MMSD is one of FBCW’s partner 
organizations. “We definitely have a collaborative relationship,” says Lynne. 
MMSD supports the testing. Monitoring water quality is important to its 20-year 
adaptive management plan, which is designed to be responsive to the needs of 
communities and the environment. “They want to have the very best outcome 
for the water,” says Lynne, but MMSD is a public utility. Raising rates to cover the 
cost of increased disinfection can’t be done without cause. FBCW is providing 
vital information: scientific evidence. DNR has recently directed MMSD to extend 
its UV treatment to include three more months per year of disinfection, in order 
to meet newly issued permitting requirements. This change will be effective in 
2023.   
“The very least we can do is notify paddlers that they are paddling in a stream 
that has a lot of E. coli in it,” says Lynne. On the other hand, FBCW just might be 
able to encourage DNR to require Oregon and MMSD to reduce the amount of E. 
coli in the stream for future users. Badfish Creek is in good hands. Determined,  
resourceful and creative, FBCW has plenty of tools in its tackle box. 

Andy Hoernemann is sawing a branch that blocks the creek.  
Jim Post, Andy and Bob Magnussen along with other volunteers 
regularly clear the water path for many paddlers on the Badfish 
Creek.  

Photograph submitted by Jim Post.

Nonpoint Source Success: Restoration of Pleasant Valley Branch 
Through Stream Corridor Rehabilitation
By Adam Dowling, NRCS Dane County District Conservationist in Partnership with EPA
Pleasant Valley Branch is located in the Gordon Creek watershed and historically served as an important wildlife habitat 
refuge for cold water native fish species including the mottled sculpin and brown trout. However, studies and surveys 
conducted in the early and mid-2000s found that water condition in the sub watershed has been so severely degraded, 
that it in turn, was having a detrimental impact on the desired aquatic population. For example, habitat and fish 
assessments found that the stream failed to support its cold water fish and aquatic life, while a fish survey conducted 
by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) found that the fish population consisted of pre-dominantly 
pollution-tolerant species such as white suckers, creek chubs and brook stickleback. 
The disappearance of trout appeared to be habitat degradation due to sediment deposition as well as excessive erosion 
caused by livestock pasturing along the stream. As a result, the entire creek was added to Wisconsin’s 1998 Clean Water 
Act (CWA) section 303(d) impaired waters list for degraded habitat. 
The Wisconsin Dane County Land and Water Resources Department (LWRD), in partnership with a consortium of public 
and private partners, including the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), completed the habitat restoration 
on Pleasant Valley Branch in fall 2017. The project consisted of carefully implementing coordinated restoration efforts and upland conservation practices to 
decrease sediment inputs along 2.2 miles of Pleasant Valley Branch to improved riparian corridors and stream habitats while also addressing nonpoint source 
issues. 
The WDNR conducted another set of assessments in 2009 and 2013 after completion of restoration efforts and found that the percentage of fine sediments 
had dropped from 71 percent to less than half that amount while mean bank erosion dropped from a mean of 2.5 feet prior to projects being implemented to 
a mean of 1.2 inches afterwards. The health of the fishery also improved as the pollution-tolerant fish assemblage was replaced with a community of pollution-
sensitive cold-water species. Based on these results, it was determined that the stream had reached its potential use and was removed from the CWA’s list of 
impaired waters in 2016. 
Adam Dowling, NRCS District Conservationist for Dane County praised the project and credited its success to the ability for different agencies to come together 
and work toward a common goal. “This project truly demonstrates how a collaborative energy amongst varying local, state and federal agencies, combined with 
farmers and landowners who truly care about and believe in conservation, can lead to positive change,” explained Dowling.
Dane County, the WDNR, and affiliated public and private agencies will continue to monitor water temperature, habitats and fish community health. The NRCS 
will also continue to do its part to make sure that Pleasant Valley Branch continues to maintain its current status as a flourishing sub watershed basin.
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particles picked up while vehicles travel. An easy 
way to prevent these pollutants from ending up in 
our waterways is to wash your carat a commercial 
car wash where the water is properly disposed of. 
Car washes have environmental standards that they 
must meet, so this is the safest option. If you want 
to wash your vehicle at home, do it in your yard on 
the grass where materials can soak into the ground 
instead of heading straight to our waterways. Plus, 
we recommend using 
an eco-friendly soap. 
We recently ran a Car 
Wash Drawing to educate 
people of best practices 
for properly washing your 
car. To learn more about 
how to safely wash your 
car at home or other 
best practices for around 
the home check out our 
website (https://www.
protectwiwaterways.org).
Join Our Storm Drain 
Protectors 
Now that it is fall, leaves 
are starting to drop 
from the trees. We need your help to keep our storm 
drains clear of leaves. Be a part of the Storm Drain 
Protector Program from home! Grab some gloves, 
a rake or shovel and some bags to clear your storm 
drains and keep waste out of our waterways.  In the 
past, Protect Wisconsin Waterways representatives 
canvassed neighborhoods in Fort Atkinson, Waupun, 
Whitewater, and Beloit to ask community members 
to sign up for our Storm Drain Protector Program.  
The canvassers went door-to-door, stopping at 
homes with storm drains along the property to 
inform them of the Storm Drain Protector Program 
and how they can help keep our waterways free 
from unnecessary stormwater pollution. At this time, 
we are not able to safely continue our canvassing 
efforts, so we are asking you, if there are any storm 
drains in your neighborhood, to sign up to be a 
Storm Drain Protector. It is completely free and 
helps us know that there are people taking care of 
their communities and our waterways. There are 
already over 100 Storm Drain Protectors and we want 
you to be one too! You can sign up online today!  
Visit protectwiwaterways.org/sdpp/ to sign up to 
protect your storm drain and ultimately protect our 
waterways!
Follow us on social media for other tips on how you 
can help Protect Wisconsin Waterways! 
Facebook: @protectwisconsinwaterways
Instagram: @protectwisconsinwaterways
Twitter: @protectwiwater

Since March and the COVID-19 virus pandemic, the 
Rock River Stormwater Group (RRSG) and Protect 
Wisconsin Waterways have shifted to virtual engagement 
activities. While we missed our face-to-face interactions 
at community farmer’s marketers and other events 
these past few months, we look forward to once again 
visiting with community members about how to Protect 
Wisconsin’s Waterways. Since March, we have focused 
on keeping our volunteer staff and community members 
safe, but engaged via social media. 
Have You Participated in One of Our Social Media 
Contests or Drawings? 
We launched multiple contests over the summer months 
to increase awareness of stormwater issues and give 
back to our communities. Through these initiatives, 
community members have been able to safely learn 
about the negative impact of polluted stormwater, 
identify ways to protect our waterways from home, have 
fun, and win prizes all from the comfort of their homes 
or while being out in nature responsibly distancing 
themselves from others. Recent contests have included 
a Pet Photo Contest, a Fishing Photo Contest, and a Car 
Wash Drawing! Prizes have totaled over $1,000 in cash 
or other prizes. Special thanks to local businesses such 
as the Rock River Bait Box in Fort Atkinson and Pike Pole 
Fishing Guide Service in Edgerton for participating in our 
Fishing Photo Contest; and Paddy’s Paws of Fort Atkinson 
for their engagement in our Pet Photo Contest. We hope 
you can join us in one of our future contests. Follow us 
on social media to learn about our next contest (find 
us using the account names provided at the end of this 
article). 
Illicit Discharge and Harmful Effects on Fish & 
Other Wildlife
The Fishing Photo Contest tied into our theme of illicit 
discharge. Illicit discharge involves the discharge illicit 
connections. When these harmful substances reach our 
waterways, they poison the water and affect all wildlife 
dependent on the ecosystem. What’s dumped into our 
waterways comes full-circle and ends up in many of the 
fish we consume. Do you know someone that enjoys 

fishing and other water 
wildlife? Make sure to help 
keep our waterways clean 
by never dumping anything 
down the storm drains. 
Tell others about this too 
as it is often a common 
misconception that those 
storm drains end up getting 
treated. The reality is 
they flow directly into our 
waterways! 

Keeping Road and Vehicle Contaminants Out of 
Waterways
Washing your car in the driveway or on the street allows 
the discharge to more easily reach storm drains. Dirty 
car wash water can include road salt, oil, gas, and other 

Join Us in Protecting Our Home Waterways
Rock River Stormwater Group

PWW member, Avery Maney, 
washes his car on the grass, 
one acceptable option to 
protect our waterways.  

Photo by Ian Grant. 

Salt Reduction: Jefferson 
County Takes the Lead
Written by Ava Copple. Edited by Olivia 
Mayne. 
While winter road salt is important for 
keeping our streets and sidewalks safe 
during icy weather, using more salt than 
necessary is quite costly. The Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation spent 
$40,683,595 on salt for state highways 
during the 2018-19 winter. That was 
the cost for 553,443 tons of salt! This 
figure doesn’t include what communities, 
businesses and homeowners applied. In 
addition to its large economic impact, salt 
takes a toll on our freshwater ecosystems. 
All the salt that we bring into our state 
leaves in our fresh water. Road salt seeps 
into lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands, 
causing harm to aquatic wildlife. It also 
infiltrates and contaminates our drinking 
water.
In an effort to combat rising salt levels in 
surface and groundwater, many Wisconsin 
winter maintenance professionals are 
reducing salt use by adopting more 
responsible and efficient practices. 
Jefferson County has been a leader in 
these efforts. Their progress is largely due 
to plow driver education and a transition 
from solid rock salt to brine, a saltwater 
solution. Brine has proven to reduce salt 
usage and is more effective at preventing 
ice formation and quickly melting ice than 
traditional rock salt. In winter 2019-20, 
the Jefferson County Highway Department 
reduced salt use by 69% compared to a 
five-year average for salt use adjusted 
for winter severity. Additionally, Jefferson 
County’s switch to brine saved the DOT, 
and state taxpayers, more than half a 
million dollars a year on salt. 
Jefferson County has set an example for 
neighboring counties. Constituents in 
other watershed counties can read more 
in the DOT’s Annual Winter Maintenance 
Report and then make an educated call 
to county commissioners and voice the 
need to stop over-salting. Additionally, 
encourage your local municipality to get 
all their plow drivers Salt Wise-certified. 
Free classes are available for high and 
low-speed plow drivers, including private 
winter maintenance companies. Applying 
salt responsibly can keep our roads safe 
during the winter without straining our 
budgets or sacrificing water quality. Get 
more information at wisaltwise.com.

Did you know that many RRSG municipalities have ordinances that 
make it illegal to leave pet waste on grass and other surfaces? The 
picture here shows Kip and Kobe, our Pet Photo Contest Winner. 
They want everyone to keep pet waste out of our waterways by 
picking up after animals. The decay of pet waste creates nutrients 
for weed and algae in our waterways, which can block sunlight 
and reduce oxygen in the water. The result is large fish kills. You 
can help make a difference by always picking up after your furry 
companions.

Tons of Salt/Lane-Mile as published in the 2018-19 
WisDOT Annual Winter Maintenance Report
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Becoming the Maunesha River Alliance
By Brooke Alexander  MRA Officers: Jason Pitzer, Treasurer, Terry Bradshaw, President 
(This article was originally published in the July 14, 2020 Rock River Coalition e-newsletter)

How do river stewards come together? More importantly, how do they stay 
together?  Maunesha River Alliance is a dedicated group with lots of momentum. 
Learn about its origins and goals in the following interview with Terry Bradshaw, 
President, and Jason Pitzer, Treasurer. 
“Newly revived is a great way to describe it,” says Terry Bradshaw, Maunesha 
River Alliance (MRA) President. Like many conservation groups, MRA has evolved 
and gone through phases of growth and dormancy. The spirit of stewardship for 
the Maunesha River has even passed from one group to another as the torch of 
leadership has cycled through individuals. 
The Maunesha River passes through two small Wisconsin villages, Marshall and 
Waterloo. From its headwaters just east of Sun Prairie it flows just over 30 miles 
east, to where it joins the Crawfish River (from there, the Crawfish River shortly 
joins the Rock River). The first organized effort to improve the Maunesha River 
was led by a new Marshall Village President, Nancy Lenz, in 2007. “She got buy-
in from the village to actually spend money towards goals around our mill pond 
in Marshall,” recounts Jason Pitzer, MRA Treasurer, who lives in Marshall. Friends 
of Maunesha River disbanded around 2010 but an undercurrent of interest 
remained. Soon a new group would form to lead the effort.  
In 2014, MRA was created in Waterloo by the city board members, becoming an 
official chapter of the Rock River Coalition. But after the first couple years, “it just 
didn’t have the energy and petered out,” says Jason. When Jason made an effort 
to revive the chapter in 2018 he found that past participants were ready to join. 
There were still members in Waterloo who were just in-active and even members 
of the original Friends of Maunesha group. “We’ve just revived that effort and 
have taken all of those Friends of Maunesha who were still around from 2007 
and got them engaged,” says Jason.        
Jason first began thinking about reviving the chapter when he ran for the 
Marshall village board of trustees. Part of his campaign was restarting the 
chapter. “I have a four year old and a two year old currently, so they were a 
lot younger back then, but I really wanted to think about opportunities where I 
could be involved while they were growing up,” recalls Jason. Jason wasn’t able 
to get traction for the chapter while on the board, “But,” he says, “I just felt like, 
it doesn’t really matter how it gets done, it’s just matters that it does get done”. 
Terry, the new MRA President was excited to get involved. He met Jason while he 
was working to help pass a school referendum and was excited to start his next 
community project. Like Jason, Terry has two children. “I want them to have a 
great place to grow up. At the same time, I enjoy going out and doing the work,” 
says Terry. 
MRA has its work cut out for it. There are over forty blockages on the Maunesha 
River. The main goal of MRA is to clear these blockages so that the river is 
navigable. MRA located and photographed each of these blockages to plot them 
on a Google map - a satisfying way to visualize the group’s achievements. It’s 
an organized approach. “We’ve tried to segment it out from major blockages to 
minor, so that we can really prioritize where we will make the most headway,” 
says Jason. 
So far, the group has focused on the segment from the mill pond in Marshall to 
Waterloo. They’ve cleared six blockages along this section of the river and it’s 
now clear to paddle. Terry took his daughter kayaking on the cleared river in 
March, pointing out the work that was done. “It was great to see her respond 
to that and connect with it,” he says, “and it was also great to just use the river 
after putting that work into it.” 
MRA has been partnering with Capital Water Trails to host Saturday workdays. 
Most of the work involves sawing, roping, and wrenching logs, going in with 
loppers to clip branches, and hauling out the debris. “I think we have a role for 
anyone that wants to participate,” says Terry, “There’s all sorts of learning that 
can happen.” And there are a lot of opportunities to join – clearing the river is an 
all-seasons activity. They even work in the winter. “Absolutely, we try not to stop,” 
says Terry.  
Maunesha River groups have seen their ebbs and flows  – from the original 
Friends of Maunesha to the first Maunesha River Alliance to its most recent 
revival. The fallouts happen as active participants change courses within their 
own lives. But the most recent efforts have focused on making strong community 
connections and increasing visibility for the organization. MRA is partnering 

with other conservation groups (Capitol Water Trails and Friends of the Glacial 
Heritage Area) and local businesses and are hoping to make more connections 
with community groups including the Marshall Lions Club, school districts, and 
scouting organizations. 
The current MRA members are excited about the progress and look forward 
to continuing. “I’m going to keep doing this as long as I’m passionate about 
it,” says Terry. Meanwhile, MRA is working to share its members’ enthusiasm 
with others and to make new members feel welcome. “We’re hopeful that if we 
can keep that up, people will be interested in taking on additional leadership 
opportunities,” says Terry. It is clear that MRA is setting up for success and 
sustainability. If you’re looking to join – they’ll be there. 
Upcoming workdays are postponed for now, but once coronavirus restrictions 
are eased you can view upcoming work days on the MRA website or Facebook 
group.   

Maunesha River Clean up, 2019

JCWA Updates – October 2020 
By Pat Giese
The Village of Johnson Creek has completed some major projects in the 
past year and intends to update the village Parks Plan in 2021. This is good 
news for the Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance because the Conservancy 
Park Plan will now be incorporated into the overall plan for parks in our 
village. Our new Village Administrator, Brad Calder, has an interest in 
environmental policy along with his credentials in public administration. 
Plans for the Conservancy Park will need to be 
modified to include the village compost site 
as relocating that compost site would be cost 
prohibitive. But, shoreline restoration, adding a 
footbridge over the creek and creating an access 
point for canoeing/kayaking are still feasible. 
JCWA members will be working with village staff 
as well as RRC and DNR contacts to update the 
park plan and identify grant options to make the 
Conservancy Park achievable.
Until then, we can all enjoy some of nature’s 
beauty that surrounds us.
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Drive across Wisconsin or fly overhead 
and you will see evidence of USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) work on the state’s 
landscape.
Conservation practices such as 
streamside buffers, restored wetlands, 
contour strips, and fields planted with 
protective cover are just a few visible 
signs of the agency’s work in our 
state. NRCS can focus funding and 
resources to farmers to learn better 
management practices and methods 

to make a direct impact on water 
quality. In 2019 for example, NRCS in 
Wisconsin partnered with farmers to 
apply conservation to over 370,000 
acres statewide to directly improve 
water quality. NRCS also signed 
agreements with producers on 1,316 
farms to apply cover crops on 289,000 
acres, one of the key soil health 
practices to improve water quality. 
NRCS conservationists in Wisconsin 
work with farmers, ranchers, private 
forest landowners, partners, and 
local land conservation departments 
to plan and install conservation 
practices. NRCS offers more than 
170 individual practices and suites of 
practices that can be used to improve 
soil health, water quality, air quality 
and wildlife habitat. When planning 
these practices, NRCS staff works to 
help producers maintain or improve 
agricultural productivity.
The nation recently celebrated 
National Water Quality Month, and 
NRCS in Wisconsin salutes the 
conservation-minded farmers, and 
private forest landowners who do 
their part daily to improve water 
quality and other natural resources on 
their operations. The impacts of their 
water quality efforts are significant 
and rewarding. We are fortunate to 
have clean, safe water for drinking 
and for agriculture, recreation and 

Farmers, Ranchers and Landowners Are Doing 
Their Part to Improve Water Quality
By Tivoli Gough, State Public Affairs Specialist, NRCS Wisconsin

other purposes and we appreciate your 
efforts.
Agriculture can and does play a 
critical role in improving water quality 
and other natural resources in our 
state. Because over 80% of the land 
is privately owned in Wisconsin, 
considerable water quality and other 
natural resource improvements will be 
achieved by farmers, ranchers, and 
private forest landowners as they make 
conservation decisions every day.
NRCS and its partners are committed 
to helping producers find suitable 
solutions to their natural resource 
challenges, such as water quality 
impairment. In many regions of 
the nation, NRCS offers technical 
and financial assistance in high-
priority watersheds identified by local 
communities and applicable state 
agencies.
For instance, the National Water 
Quality Initiative targets small 
watersheds with the highest potential 
for water quality improvements. 
The Mississippi River Basin Healthy 
Watershed Initiative offers incentives 
to eligible farmers and landowners 
to carry out voluntary conservation 
practices that avoid, control, and 
trap pollution in 13 states, including 
Wisconsin. The Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative targets producers in select 
watersheds in the states surrounding 
the Great Lakes — Huron, Superior, 
Michigan, Erie, and Ontario. NRCS staff 
works with farmers and landowners 
to combat invasive species, protect 
watersheds and shorelines from non-
point source pollution and to restore 
wetlands in these select watersheds.  
NRCS is seeing results from producers’ 
efforts through these three water-
focused initiatives in Wisconsin.
NRCS is also using the latest 
technological advances to help 
producers improve water quality 
nationwide. NRCS in Wisconsin 

leads five Demonstration Farm 
Networks with partners across 
the state that demonstrate the 
best, leading-edge conservation 
practices to reduce phosphorus 
entering the Great Lakes. 
Demonstration farmers are 
partnering with NRCS to install 
conservation practices proven 
to help water quality, while 
also increasing soil health. 
New technologies, such as low 
disturbance manure application 
methods, interseeded multi-
species cover crops, denitrifying 
bioreactors, the irrigation of feed 
storage area runoff, advanced 
levels of prescribed grazing and 
more, are being explored through 
the partnership.

Our success in improving water 
quality in Wisconsin rests with 
our producers and NRCS is 
confident they will continue to 
do their part. For many farmers, 
investing in environmental 
resources is a tradition that goes 
back generations.  We need more 
producers to include conservation 
as part of their operation. 
Producers who are interested 
in learning how to integrate 
conservation into their operation, 
can visit NRCS Wisconsin’s 
website www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov 
for more information about NRCS 
conservation offerings.
Helping People Help the Land
USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

Cover crops, like clover interseeded here into 
corn, can increase soil organic matter, leading 
to improvements in soil structure, stability, 
and increased moisture and nutrient holding 
capacity for plant growth.

Cattle rotationally graze on a multi-species 
mix. Well-managed perennial pastures have 
several environmental advantages including a 
decrease in soil erosion potential, minimal to 
no pesticide and fertilizer applications, and a 
decrease in the amount of barnyard runoff.

Wisconsin’s NRCS restored wetland 
easements, like the one shown here, 
provide ecosystem services valued at 
over $11.8 million for flood control, $1.5 
million for water supply, and $6.7 million 
for nutrient recycling per year.

Rock River Watershed 
Clean Up Goes High 
Tech
By Therese Oldenburg, Executive 
Director, Rock River Trail Initiative
Thank you to all that participated 
in the Rock River Basin Clean Up 
Challenge | Masks On, Litter Gone 
community clean up initiative held 
June 15-28, 2020. 
We were all winners with this 
challenge, as over 1600 items 
of trash were picked up in our 
watershed and river basin. Rock 
River Coalition and the Rock River 
Trail Initiative were partners in 
this effort coordinated by River 
Network and supported by Ball 
Corporation.

People used the Litterati smart 
phone app to participate and $50 
gift cards to local restaurants 
were awarded to the top two 
participants. Using the app, 
participants took a photo of the 
individual cans, wrappers, bottles 
and cups found in the river basin 
to register the item. Trash was 
collected in a wide radius of 
the Rock River and includes its 
tributaries, such as Turtle Creek, 
Pecatonica River, Bark River, and 
Yahara River. 
Learn more about the Rock River 
Trail and the 11 trails that offer 
unique ways to explore the trail at 
rockrivertrail.com.

Therese Oldenburg picking up trash

MASKS ON, LITTER GONE

Leader Board

Nicole Farley     555 pieces

Brittney Messer  542 pieces

Tad Kaddatz      160 pieces

Rachel Rehborg 127 pieces

Rock River Basin 125 pieces

#ChooseCanChallenge 
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In addition to supporting RRC work, members 
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and 
special events. To become a member, complete the 
following:  

Name ________________________________

Title ________________________________

Affiliation ________________________________

Address ________________________________

City _______________________State ____

Zip __________  Phone (_____)_________

E-mail ________________________________

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Memberships Fees

Individual  $ 25  

Family $ 35

Student/Senior Citizen $ 15

Classroom $ 25

Affiliates* $ 50

Municipal** $125

Corporate $ 200
*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts, 
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments, 
administrative staff and elected officials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be 
recognized and linked to your website from our website:

www.rockrivercoalition.org

Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this 
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Become a RRC Member

Tax Deductible Donations

Amount Purpose 

General Support

Citizen Monitoring

Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and  
can be targeted towards specific projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:

Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd

Jefferson, WI 53549
or register and pay online with PayPal at:

www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp

On the Yahara River on Tuesday, Sept. 15, swift water, boat, recovery, support and safety teams from the 
Edgerton Fire Protection District, Beloit Fire Department, Janesville Fire Department and Wisconsin DNR 
worked for seven hours to clear several of the larger, problematic trees involved in the water rescue events 
that occurred over the past three years on the river. The crews were 
joined by teams and heavy equipment from Dewey’s Towing of Beloit 
and Schmidt’s Towing of Madison.
“Our biggest surprise of the day was the size of the trees involved,” 
said Edgerton Fire Chief Randy Pickering in an email to the Reporter.  
“What looked like ‘small snags’ turned out to he very large and 
mature trees. The very first tree we removed, jaws dropped when it 
started coming out of the water.”
Crews began working with a medium duty wrecker, but after a couple 
of tow cables were snapped due to the girth of the trees, a large 
crane was used, Pickering reported.
“As it got more and more complicated, Dewey’s reached out to one 
of their partners, Schmidt’s Towing of Madison, for a very specialized 
piece of heavy, massive towing and recovery equipment.”
A fourth tree, further around the bend from the other three, could 
not be removed, but that one doesn’t present as much of a hazard to 
river-users as the other three, Pickering said.
“Plans are to work with the private land owners and see if we can 
potentially get to the fourth tree from the private land along the river 
after the ground dries out a little and the water goes back down; 
probably in October.”

Trees Cleared From Yahara River
(Originally published in The Edgerton Reporter on September 23, 2020)

Once the first tree was 
brought over to shore, 
the decision was made to 
cut the tree into smaller 
sections to actually get it up 
out of the river.  EFPD Swift-
Water Rescue Firefighters 
Jeremiah Brensinger (left) 
and Eric Zagorski (right) are 
in the process of hooking up 
the first section for removal.

Photo courtesy of Ruth 
Pickering/Edgerton Fire 

Protection District

This is the first tree taken from the 
perspective of a drone looking back towards 
the shoreline.  A wrecker is set up on the 
shore that is doing the pulling.  The photo 
also puts into perspective just how large 
these trees were.

Photo courtesy of Randall Pickering/
Edgerton Fire Protection District

A team photo of some of the participants in the multi-jurisdictional effort on Sept. 15.  Pictured right to left:  Gary Wedel 
(Dewey’s Towing and Recovery, Beloit), Byron Buzzo (Dewey’s Towing and Recovery), Firefighter Eric Zagorski (EFPD 
Swift-Water Rescue Team), Firefighter/EMT Jeremiah Brensinger (EFPD Swift-Water Rescue Team), Firefighter/EMT Jessie 
Heisz (EFPD), Division Chief Brandon Whitmore (EFPD), Chief Randall Pickering (EFPD), Josh Wedel (Dewey’s Towing and 
Recovery), and Alex Schmidt (Schmidt’s Towing and Recovery, Madison). Not pictured: Deputy Chief Jason Russ (EFPD), 
Captain Cindy Kirby (EFPD), Training Officer Dave Sheen (EFPD), Firefighter Jordan Bailey (EFPD), Firefighter/EMT 
Lenea Carroll (EFPD), Firefighter/Paramedic Billy Engen (EFPD), Lieutenant Ray Plath (Janesville Fire Swift-Water Rescue 
Team), Firefighter Tim Hopkins (Janesville Fire Swift-Water Rescue Team), Division Chief Jason Griffin (Beloit Fire Swift-
Water Rescue Team), Firefighter Justin Hanaman (Beloit Fire Swift-Water Rescue Team), and Wisconsin DNR Warden Kyle 
Johnson.

Photo courtesy of Dave Sheen/Edgerton Fire Protection District
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Welcome New Board Member Sue 
Josheff
Sue Josheff 
(pronounced 
Joseph) was born 
and raised in WI. 
She graduated from 
the University of WI 
– Madison with a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in Civil and 
Environmental 
Engineering with an 
emphasis in water. 
Sue spent her career with the WI Department 
of Natural Resources in the Dam Safety Program 
repairing and removing dams, in the Floodplain 
Management Program analyzing flood risk, 
emergency response and flood mitigation and 
Waterway and Wetland Regulation Programs 
reviewing applications for in-water/wetland 
activities like dredging, shoreline protection and 
wetland filling. As the leader of the Lower Rock 
River Team, she worked closely with the Rock 
River Coalition as well as other water association, 
organizations and municipality leaders in Dane, 
Jefferson, and Rock Counties. 
After dedicating over 36 years to the WDNR, Sue 
retired a few years ago. You can find her on the 
water in her kayak or pontoon boat near Madison, 
where she lives. She is an avid Badger, Packer, 
Brewer and Bucks sport fan. Sue also enjoys 
biking, traveling the world and attending theater 
and concert events. 

Thank you stream monitoring 
volunteers!
What a year. What a year. Covid-19 was a force, 
throwing all kinds of unexpected challenges our 
way. I’d like to take a moment to thank all of our 
stream monitoring volunteers for proceeding with 
caution or choosing not to volunteer based on 
safety concerns. We know you want to monitor 
and that it was hard to stay home. -But even 
under the circumstances some of our volunteers 
were able to monitor. Rock River Coalition 
volunteers collected data at over 45 stream 
monitoring stations this year. I’m looking forward 
to next year and am hoping that it will be safe for 
all of you to get back in your streams! 
THANK YOU!
Becca Dymzarov, RRC Executive Director

Time to Renew!
Show your thanks for the work of the Coalition 
and its chapters by going to the website today, 
or by mailing in the membership form on page 7 
in this newsletter and renewing today. This will 
multiply the value of your membership by saving 
the time, printing and postage needed to send 
renewal notices.
You can also sign up for an emailed rather than 
mailed newsletter by sending a request to info@
rockrivercoalition.org.

Tall Pines Conservancy and the Oconomowoc 
Watershed Protection Program Partner on 
Mason Creek Project
By Tom Steinbach, Oconomowoc Watershed Protection Program
Mason Creek is one of three impaired tributary streams in the Oconomowoc River Watershed. It has been 
well documented that this tributary contributes high levels of suspended solids and phosphorus to North 
Lake and downstream water bodies making it the worst of the three. Ironically, it is also rated as a Class I 
Trout Stream in its upper reaches due to cold water springs that keep it flowing all year round.
So how can a stream support trout and have episodes of high pollutant loading. It’s all about soil erosion 
off the land and from channelized portions of the stream. It’s the channelized areas that are planned to be 
addressed in a project slated for 2021 north of Hwy CW in northwest Waukesha County. 
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, when farmland was being planted for the first time, many streams were 
ditched and straightened to allow water to drain from the fields and allow crops to be grown and harvested. 
Unfortunately, this ditching was not always good for water quality. In the proposed project on Mason Creek, 
1,200’ of straight channel will be re-meandered to return the stream to what it was in the early 1900s. The 
new meandered stream section will measure more than 1,600 feet and have pools for fish habitat, riffle 
sections for aeration, armoring to protect the banks from eroding, and have flood area shoulders to allow 
high flows to be dampened and calmed.
Grant funds were used to purchase the 26 acre field area where the stream runs through and a DNR 
Surface Water Grant is being pursued for the re-meandering. In addition to the re-meandering of the 
stream, buffer areas adjacent to the stream will be planted in permanent pollinator cover to reduce runoff 
into the stream. This project is scheduled for completion by the fall of 2021. 

Design drawing showing existing straight creek and proposed re-meandered creek. The original creek flows in a 
straight line through the yellow and green areas in the lower portion of the graphic.

Design drawing showing profile view of proposed re-meandered creek with flood shoulders. The upper 
graphic show the riffle areas and the lower graphic shows a cross-sction of a pool.


