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Leave the Hitchhikers Alone
by Suzanne Wade, Rock River Coalition Board member
Every year it seems as
though another unwanted
citizen makes its way to the
Rock River Basin, or very
close by. In just the past
several years I have identified
three new plant invaders to
my neighborhood, although
most have been in Wisconsin
for decades. I’ve spent the
past three years pulling
Japanese Hedge Parsley
from neighbors’ lot borders
and from a decorative cedar

fence. I’m sure they were
originally brought in as part of
a ‘wildflower’ seed packet.
Today, I spent a good hour
pulling creeping bellflower, a
perennial typically controlled
by pulling or herbicides, but
it’s coming up in my densely
planted perennial garden, so
I stuk with pulling. It’s wide
spread in Wisconsin having first
been seen in the Racine area
in the mid-1800’s. A garden
plant that escaped:
a common way for
invasives to get
their start.

Down the street is
a big patch of
Japanese knotweed,
a n incredibly
difficult plant to
control. It too was
originally planted
as an ornamental.
Several neighbors
have recently
planted a variegated
version. I wonder
if that will become
The neighbor’’s creeping bellflower and crown vetch,
the next forest or
probably to them a beautiful natural yard, is an
riverbank pest? I
unwelcome invader to the author’s flower bed.
Photo by Suzanne Wade guess one person’s
prized flower is
another’s invasive.
Most of us are also well aware
of the potential threat to

Red swamp crayfish are dark red in color with raised bright red spots covering
the body and claws. Occasionally, a genetic mutation may turn the body or
claws blue, however the red raised spots remain.
photo by Lexa Panessidi, State of Michigan

millions of ash trees in the
basin from the Emerald Ash
Borer found a few years ago,
not far from the basin, near
the border of Washington
and Ozaukee counties. The
Master Gardeners of Jefferson
County are getting a number
of green tiger beetles brought
in with folks worried about
whether they’re the ash
borer. Ash borer’s are quite
small, (see photo below)
smaller than the quickmoving, agile tiger beetle. It’s
hard to imagine these small
insects are responsible for
millions of dollars of damage.
Then in 2009, the newest
threat to our waters was
found near Germantown

and in Kenosha - the red
swamp crayfish, an aggressive
southern crayfish.
The DNR is cautiously
optimistic that the Kenosha
population has been
controlled. The Germantown
population has been knocked
back and is being monitored.
Biological supply companies
commonly sell this species
as pets or for educational
purposes. It’s likely that the
Wisconsin populations were
school projects or pets that
were released.
A fact sheet and additional
information is available on the
DNR website:
http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives/.

Don’t take the hitchhikers with you:
Prevent the spread of invasive crayfish:
Never release any aquarium pets or school project animals into the wild.
Dispose of unwanted crayfish in the trash or contact the DNR for other disposal options.
Prevent the spread of woodland invasives:
Never move firewood, buy it locally! And preferably from a certified
firewood dealer.
Clean your shoes and other equipment after hiking or working in
infested areas.
If you’ve had your dogs in an area with invasive plants, be sure to
brush them welll and dispose of any seeds in the garbage.
Take care when choosing plants or seeds for your garden. Often
packets of wildflower seeds contain non-native potentially invasive
flower species.

Emerald Ash Borer
photo by Howard
Russell, Michigan State
University, Bugwood.org
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Rock River Coalition President’s Message

However, there are exciting recent
developments: the Coalition won two
small grants as part of an effort to
expand our soon-to-be 10-year old
citizen stream monitoring program.
The Wisconsin Energy Foundation
and Rock River First (a river advocacy
non-profit organization based in

Beloit) have committed funds to
help us attract new citizen monitors
by holding educational events and
training days. Many thanks to board
member Suzanne Wade for writing
these grant applications.
The Coalition started its citizen
monitoring program in 2002, in
collaboration with WDNR and Land
Conservation Departments around
the basin. Thanks to the hard work
of our volunteers and members, we
have built one of the most respected
stream monitoring programs in
Wisconsin. We currently have 54
monitors diligently sampling dissolved
oxygen, surveying aquatic insects
and measuring water flows in 12
different streams in the basin from

Fond du Lac to Rock County. We
believe that citizen monitors, who
learn the most intimate details of their
local waters, can become their most
effective advocates. That’s why the
Coalition will celebrate our monitoring
program’s 10-year anniversary in
2012 and strive to increase volunteer
monitor numbers and expertise.

Mission
“To educate and bring together
people of diverse interests to protect
and improve the economic,
environmental, cultural, and recreational resources of the Rock River
Basin in Wisconsin”

Sincerely,

Scott Taylor
President

PRESIDENT:
Scott Taylor
sotaylor@taylorconservation.com

Rock River
Coalition, Inc.

Every two years the Rock River Coalition presents both Rock River
Basin Protector awards to those who do exemplary work to support the
mission of the Rock River Coalition and RRC Friend awards to those
who have provided significant help to the organization itself.
Left: RRC Past President, Lisa Conley presents a Rock River Basin
Protector Award to Jefferson County Board Chair John Molinaro,
while RRC Board member Suzanne Wade holds a protector award for
Jefferson Parks Director Joe Nehmer. Both were being honored for
their work to establish the Glacial Heritage Area plus other tremendous
accomplishments in Jefferson County.

photo by Kathleen Eisenmann

DIRECTORS:
Patricia Cicero, President Elect
Jim Kerler Secretary
Suzanne Wade, Treasurer
Lisa Conley, Past President
Paul Benjamin
Peter Hartz,
Jim Koepke
Volunteer Monitoring Director:
Ed Grunden, 920-648-2673
ed@rockrivercoalition.org

Below: Awardees receiving recognition at the RRC Annual Meeting
include from left, Ken Wiesner, past board member who received a
friend award for many years of valuable service; Lynne Diebel and
Caroline Werner received protector awards for their work with the
Friends of Badfish Creek; Marie Rubietta, received a friend award for
her assistance with record keeping, office management and numerous
projects including the mailing of this newsletter and Ken Genskow,
representing the UW-Extension Basin Program received a friend award
for more than 12 years of partnering with the RRC on projects ranging
from citizen monitoring to rain gardens to the publication of the Rock
River Reflections. Not pictured, but receiving an award at the meeting
was Beth Gehred, TCRCD for her work with the Wisconsin Water Star
Program.

Volunteer Monitoring Assistant:
Stephanie Hoffmann
monitoring@rockrivercoalition.org

Past Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk will receive her protector
award at a future event.

RRC Address:
864 Collins Road
Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
info@rockrivercoalition.org
www.rockrivercoalition.org

GFLOW Coordinator:
Vierbicher Associates
608-524-6468
Water Star Coordinator:
waterstar@rockrivercoalition.org
www.waterstarwisconsin.org

Newsletter Editor:
Suzanne Wade, 920-674-8972
suzannew@jeffersoncounty.gov
Next deadline is October 3, 2011.
A letter-sized color version of this
newsletter is available at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.
Photo credits: City of Beloit,
Margaret Burlingham, Kathy
Eisenmann, Lexa Panessidi,
Howard Russell, Suzanne Wade.
RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization, providing equal opportunity in
employment & programming.
photo by Suzanne Wade

Traditionally, mid-summer is a
slow period for the Rock River
Coalition. Following a spate of
spring and early summer activities
– the annual membership meeting,
stream monitoring training, Send
Your Legislature Down the River
(scheduled for September 12) and
volunteer bird counts at the Lake Mills
Wildlife Area - we enjoy a little down
time in July and August.

TTY: 711 for Wisconsin Relay
If you need special accommodation for
programs please contact the RRC at least
two weeks in advance.
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Rock River Basin Environmental Forums: Aug 10,
Water Quality Trading & Sept 14 Two Ag Successes
The monthly educational programs
about the Rock River Basin will
resume on August 10 with a focus on
future water quality issues as they
relate to water quality trading.
The forums sponsored by the
Department of Natural Resources,
University of Wisconsin-Extension and
the Rock River Coalition are open to
everyone. They are being organized to
help the large group of stakeholders
working on the Rock River Recovery
Plan to become familiar with projects
aimed at reducing polluted runoff,
according to Suzanne Wade, UWExtension Rock River Basin educator.
The August and September forums
will be held at the Lake Mills
Community Center, 200 Water Street,
on August 10, 2011 9:00 am in the
Chamber Room, with registration
starting at 8:30 am.

Aug. 10 Rock River Basin Forum:
Wisconsin’s water quality trading
framework
In June, 2010, the Natural Resources
Board approved a comprehensive
rule package aimed at improving the
water quality of Wisconsin’s lakes,
rivers and streams. The rule package
addressed point sources and nonpoint sources, and created numeric
water quality criteria for rivers,
streams and lakes.
To promote flexibility and provide
options to maximize environmental
benefits in the most cost-effective
manner possible, the DNR Board
instructed the Department of Natural
Resources to create a framework
for water quality trading. The
Department was to report back to
the Board no later than July 1, 2011.
That report was submitted to Natural
Resources Board for their approval as
required.
Kevin Kirsch, team leader for the
Water Quality Trading Report, will
discuss the water quality trading
concept and its relationship to
implementation of Rock River Basin
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
report.

A natural prairie buffer might be a cheaper
way to achieve a reduction in phosphorus than
making changes at a wastewater treatment
plant. A phosphorus trading program would
allow a city to contract with a farmer to reduce
nutrients rather than making changes at their
treatment plant.
Photo by Margaret Burlingham

The Rock River and many of its
tributaries have water quality
impairments caused by too much
soil and excessive amounts of
phosphorus, a plant nutrient, which
washes off of farm fields, city streets
and construction sites.
The DNR is working with citizens,
city stormwater and wastewater

utility staff, consultants, farmers and
other groups to develop a plan on
how to achieve better river health by
reducing these two pollutants.
The target for reducing the amount
of sediment and phosphorus entering
the river is derived from a recent
report called the Total Maximum Daily
Loads for Total Phosphorus and Total
Suspended Solids in the Rock River
Basin.
Sept. 14 Rock River Basin Forum:
Working with land owners on
water quality issues
This forum will provide insights into
how two projects have significantly
reduced sediment and phosphorus
coming from agricultural enterprises.

Upper Rock River Water Quality
Improvement Project Benefits the
Horicon National Wildlife Refuge
by Ervin J. Lesczynski, Rock River
Watershed Planner, Fond du Lac/
Dodge County Land and Water
Conservation departments
Pleasant Valley Pilot Project: Putting
the Wisconsin Buffer Initiative into
Practice by Pat Sutter, Dane County
Conservationist
For more information about the Rock
River Recovery Educational Forums
or to view a factsheet on the recovery
effort, go to the Rock River Coalition
website at: www.rockrivercoalition.org.

For more information or to suggest
future topics contact: Jim Congdon,
Wisconsin DNR Upper Rock River
Basin Supervisor, 920-387-7872, or
email,james.congdon@wisconsin.gov

What is pollutant trading - How could it help improve our water quality?
The DNR submitted
a framework for how
pollutant trading might
work in Wisconsin. The
purpose of the water
quality trading framework
is to promote a voluntary
statewide water quality
trading program with the
following goals:
Optimize the costs
necessary for maintaining
and improving water
quality in Wisconsin’s
lakes, rivers, and streams.
Create economic
incentives for nonpoint
source pollution
reductions and facilitate
implementation of Total
Maximum Daily Load

(TMDL) allocations.
Provide greater flexibility
and promote watershed
based approaches
and dialogue between
different pollutant
sources within a
watershed.
The following is an
excerpt from the report:
Generally, water quality
trading (WQT) involves
a party facing relatively
high pollutant reduction
costs, compensating
another party to achieve
less costly pollutant
reduction with the same
or greater water quality
benefit.

Economic benefits
can include: allowing
dischargers to take
advantage of economies
of scale and treatment
efficiencies that vary
from source to source;
reducing the overall
costs of achieving water
quality objectives in a
watershed; and providing
the means to manage
growth while protecting
the environment.
Environmental benefits
can include: achieving
water quality objectives
more quickly; encouraging
further adoption of
pollutant prevention and
innovative technologies;

engaging more nonpoint
sources in solving water
quality problems; and
providing collateral benefits
such as improved habitat
and ecosystem protection.
From a social standpoint,
trading efforts have
helped foster productive
dialog among watershed
stakeholders and helped
create incentives for water
quality improvement
activity from a full range of
dischargers.
The full 62 page report is
available at:
http://fyi.uwex.edu/
wqtrading/

New “Loose Groups”
RRC would like to invite all to
experience the Rock and its
wonderful secret places.
Loose Canoe Group
This loose group will gather on
one Friday of the month at 1:00
at a canoe PITO (put in – take
out) location with participants
responsible for having their own
water craft, PFD’s etc. Individuals
without a canoe can put a request
for sharing one on the Rock River
Coalition Facebook page.
The first loose canoe outing will be
Friday July 22, meeting at 1:00 at
Hwy BB north and east of Waterloo
on the Crawfish River. This is PITO
33 on the Glacial Heritage Area
Watertrails map available on the
Jefferson County Parks website.
For paddle trips, an email or event
rsvp on the Rock River Coalition
Facebook page is appreciated so
no-one is left behind or in case of
inclement weather. The next Loose
Canoe outing will be August 26.
Loose Outings Group
No powerpoints, no agendas, no
minutes, just a loose gathering
of retirees or others with a free
half-day. Starting at a local coffee
shop at 9:00 with a free-flowing
discussion of local basin events,
followed by a hike, bird-watching,
boating or other fun activity. We’ll
plan the first couple, then it’s up to
those who come to decide future
locations and activities. Next on
Aug. 15 at 9:00am at the Ripley
Bakery (Village Bakery), Cambridge.
More information will be posted on
the Rock River Coalition Facebook
page and included in the Rock River
Basin monthly email updates or
contact Suzanne Wade at
suzanne.wade@ces.uwex.edu

Water calculator shows
money going down the drain
New water cost and savings
calculator developed by UWExtension’s Center for Watershed
Science and Education and UWStevens Point lets Wisconsin
residents that rely on community
water systems see how much
money they are wasting--and how
much they could save through
increased water use efficiency.
For example, a family of four in
the City of Fond du Lac with an
older showerhead and an electric
hot water heater could save over
$300 per year by simply installing a
1.25-gallon-per-minute showerhead.
Download the Residential Water
Saving Calculator and see how
much you could save at http://
www.uwsp.edu/cnr/watersheds/
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Park staff and the volunteer
camp host are available for “firstcome, first-served” rentals on a
daily basis. However, advanced
reservations with the Parks
Central Office in Juneau (920386-3700) are recommended,
especially on weekends.
Canoe/kayak information and
downloadable brochure are
available at:
http://www.dodgeparks.com

By all accounts, the June 4 bike and
auto tour, Tour de Marsh Kickoff Event
was successful. It was estimated that
about 150 people visited Horicon
Marsh on bicycles and there were
several more driving around the
marsh in vehicles or on motor bikes.
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Scouts from bicycle and car clubs who
drove the route said they would be
bringing their club members back.
Each event partner set up a
refreshment station along the route
circling Horicon Marsh, each had
maps available and made our visitors
welcome.
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Bicyclists and other visitors came
from all over Wisconsin to experience
Horicon Marsh in a new way, enjoying
the opening of Old Marsh Road and
Dike Road, where hikers and bikers
can actually cross through the marsh
on agency service drives. Participating
communities of Tour De Marsh are
Waupun, Lomira, Hustisford, Burnett,
Juneau, Fond du Lac, Kekoskee,
Mayville and Horicon. Other partners
were Friends of Horicon Marsh,
Friends of Horicon National Wildlife
Refuge, Department of Natural
Resources, Dodge County Parks and
Friends of Dodge County Parks.

Traffic: High speed and/or heavy vehicle
traffic adjacent to bike route. Use
extra caution or alternative route.
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Wet Periods: May not be passible during
high water / rainy periods.
Gravel Road: May not be suitable for thin
bike tires / difficult travel.
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Since 2004, canoe/kayak use
from the park has increased
dramatically from a net of about
$200 in rental revenue the first
year to over $5,300 in 2010.

Key Overlook Sites
- Bud Cook Hiking Area
- Federal Refuge Office/
Visitor Center
- Rockvale Overlook
- DNR Horicon Marsh
Education Center
- Palmatory Overlook
- Dodge County Ledge Park
- Marsh Haven Nature
Center (tower)
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Canoeing and kayaking is
quickly becoming a favorite
activity along the Rock River at
Harnischfeger County Park near
Ashippun in Dodge County. The
Rock River near the park is very
family friendly for beginners
and experienced paddlers alike.
Water travelers enjoy miles of
leisurely paced paddling upriver
or downriver from the park.
Canoe and Kayak rentals are
available at Harnischfeger Park,
thanks to a donation from Onyx
Waste Services (now Veolia
Environmental Services).

HORICON MARSH
BIKE ROUTE / AUTO TOUR

Tr
a

Canoeing and kayaking
popular at Harnischfeger
County Park

The Tour de Marsh event highlighted
the release of the new Horicon
Marsh Bike and Auto Tour Map
developed through a partnership
with surrounding communities and
agencies.

Main St.

Fallfest 2011 is scheduled
for Saturday, October 1st at
Harnischfeger County Park near
Ashippun in Dodge County. The
annual event kicks off with a
pancake breakfast and is a great
family opportunity to spend the
day in the park. The popular
Buckskinner rendezvous camp,
antique farm machinery and
equipment displays, petting zoo,
farm and crafts marketplace,
Kids Zone crafts and activities,
free tractor pulled wagon rides
through the 132 acre park,
local live entertainment and
lots of delicious concessions are
again on tap. Check out www.
dodgeparks.com for event info.

New Horicon Marsh Bike & Auto Tour Map

! Traffic

6th Annual Fallfest
October 1 at
Harnischfeger Park

E Lake St.

To
Hustisford
Map sponsored in part by the Friends of Dodge County Parks, Inc. in memory of Frank Dummann (1924-2007); teacher and entrepreneur.
Frank owned The Bike Shop in Mayville and was a long time supporter of the Wild Goose Trail and biking in the Horicon Marsh area.
Map sponsored in part by Horicon Bank – The Natural Choice – www.horiconbank.com

Map Produced By: US Fish & Wildlife Service
Dodge County Land Resources & Parks
May, 2011

Maps for the route are available in
participating communities and partner
organizations on chamber websites
and on www.horiconmarsh.org or
www.dodgeparks.com.
The Horicon Marsh Bike and Auto Tour
Route can be enjoyed throughout the
year, but look for the special Tour de
Marsh event to take place annually on
the first Saturday in June to coincide
with National Trails Day.
The route partners invite everyone to
come and visit their communities and
experience Horicon Marsh year round.

The new 800 foot boardwalk at
Harnischfeger County Park includes
memorial benches to past RRC president
Warren Topel and his wife, Carole. The
benches face each other on the overlook
deck along the river’s edge.
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Rescuing a Beloit Streambank
by Brittany Wisniewski, Rock River Stormwater Group
Problems with the
streambank in Beloit
are not new. During the
1970s, a large scour hole
developed and residents
of the area threw
everything from building
foundations to building
materials like bricks and
metal to fill the hole.
This was by no means a
permanent fix. Not only
was the streambank still
unstable and at risk of
erosion, but all of the junk
that had been thrown into
the scour hole eventually
became exposed and
greatly detracted from
the intrinsic beauty of the
river.

A project is currently
underway in Beloit to
protect the Rock River from
streambank erosion. The
Dam Tailwater Shoreline
Stabilization Project began
to take shape in 2008 in
response to accelerated
erosion and decreasing
stability of the river’s banks.
Because the river in Beloit
is directly downstream
from the Rock River Dam,
it experiences higher than
normal water velocity.
Unstable banks not only
harm the plants and animals
that live in the area, but
they also pose a significant
threat to local developments
when valuable land is lost to
erosion.
The stability of these
streambanks is directly
related to the overall quality
of the river. Project engineer
Andy Hill is well acquainted
with the issues surrounding
the Beloit streambank
restoration project. Because
this area of the river is
surrounded by businesses,
housing and recreational
areas, it was simply not an
option to allow the continued
degradation of the river
banks. Hill cites “the safety
of people using the trail, the
preservation of the real estate
improvements and arresting
the erosion of the river bank”
as important reasons for
Beloit to take action.

The situation along our waterways varies greatly, in Beloit protecting
streambanks from the extreme force of the river, especially during floods,
meant the right answer was to armor the bank with riprap. This protects
the banks from further erosion, protects the area above the bank and the
recreational trail. In many of our lakes and rivers, where the challenges are
less, natural shorelines using native plants along with riprap or coconut fiber
rolls at the toe, may be the preferred answer. Natural shorelines, such as the
one shown to the right, provide beauty and critical habitat for many wildlife
species.
Photo credits: City of Beloit

Further complications
arose in 2008 when a
flood brought the river
up to its maximum
holding elevation. With
the river on the brink of
overflowing and its slopes
nearly vertical, officials
made the decision to
implement a permanent
solution. Beloit received
funding from FEMA
as reimbursement for
equipment used to fight
the flood. Coupled with a
Community Development
Block Grant from the
Wisconsin Department of

Commerce’s Emergency Assistance
Program, Beloit was able to start
implementing their streambank
restoration project.
The contractor for this project,
Merryman Excavation, removed
limited amounts of debris from
the riverbank and worked to reestablish stable slope angles on the
banks. Once some of the old debris
was removed, heavy duty fabric
was inserted to retain the soil. They
used large quartzite boulders and
extra heavy grade limestone rip rap
--stones used to armor shorelines—
to protect the now stable slope
along the banks.
These actions resulted in significant
improvements to the stability of
the river, improvements that are
expected to last much longer than
the “fill the hole” remedy used
decades ago.
The large scale of this project did
cause some temporary damage to
the surrounding area. The bike path
that lines the river was significantly
damaged and several landscape
elements were also destroyed. Since
the project’s completion, however,
Beloit has rebuilt the path, replaced
landscaping and added 25 new
trees alongside the banks. This
project is a great example of how a
city’s action can improve the Rock
River, while helping the citizens of
Beloit enjoy the River and protecting
shoreline property values.

Why we must restore stream corridors
The United States has 3.5 million miles of rivers and streams and the ecosystems that surround these
waterways are environmentally, economically and socially invaluable. Stream corridor restoration
practices are essential in order to protect these environments that are so fundamental to sustaining life
on earth. But these thin ribbons of land that border waterways are vulnerable to natural and man-made
events. Whether the cause is flooding, pollution or the introduction of an invasive species, disturbances
greatly impact the ability of stream corridors to perform their natural functions.
Stream corridors are complex ecosystems that include the land, plants, animals and the network of
streams within them. They perform a number of ecological functions such as controlling stream flow,
storing water, removing harmful materials from water, and providing habitat for aquatic and terrestrial
life. Stream corridors also have vegetation and soil characteristics that are distinctly different from
their surrounding environment. Because of this, they can support higher levels of species diversity,
species densities, and rates of biological productivity than most other landscapes.

Natural shorelines such as this one, on the Rock Lake inlet, provides habitat
and beauty while protecting shorelines from erosion.
photo by Margaret Burlingham

It is crucial that streams receive consistent support to ensure that these ecosystems remain intact.
Stream corridor restoration is the process of improving conditions to stabilize streams and the natural buffers that surround them. With the right kind of help,
natural stream functions can be restored.

Help for stream corridors can come in many different forms. Proper planning for stream corridor restoration is always important because it helps focus restoration
efforts on the areas of greatest disturbance. Buffer management, stream channel maintenance, streambank stabilization, and reintroduction of native plants are all
successful methods of restoration.
Community involvement is one of the most important components of the restoration process. Becoming educated about the importance of these ecosystems and
understanding how to properly restore and maintain them is the first step to achieving results. Community participation in restoration projects creates a support
network that lends to more efficient work and long-term success. If you know of streambank areas that are eroding or contain exposed soil or land, contact your
local city or town or your county Land and Water Conservation Departments to see if there is a way to restore the streambank to keep your local waters clean and
unique ecosystems vibrant.
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Water Star Program Aims to Keep the Water Fine for Jumping in
One definition of sustainability is
to return our surface waters to the
condition where a child is free to jump
in for a refreshing dip, without fear of
harmful bacteria, excessive weeds or
pollutants as unwanted companions.
Water Star Wisconsin, the program led
by Coordinator Suzanne Wade, and codeveloped by the Rock River Coalition,
Town and Country RC&D’s Water Issue
Team, and dozens of water technicians,
engineers and municipal experts, is
going strong in its second year, helping
municipalities go above and beyond in
helping Wisconsin waterways.
Besides its thorough debugging and
updating in winter, spring also brought
changes to the Water Star Program.
Suzanne Wade, with help from Town
and Country RC&D, organized Water
Star Wisconsin’s first educational
webinar series, called Municipal Water
Star Webinar Series: Getting the Most
from Water Star.
The webinar kicked off July 1, and will
take place every other Friday from
8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.,
July - September 23, 2011.
Register for this free educational
opportunity online at http://www.
waterstarwisconsin.org.

Speakers include experts from
Wisconsin and Illinois on topics
such as pervious pavement and
pavers in a municipal environment;
greener streets – using bioswales
for clean water and infiltration;
stream corridor improvements
– remeandering and daylighting
streams, habitat restoration and fish
friendly culverts, and using nonregulatory tools to achieve water
quality goals.
Each webinar will also feature a
representative from a community
that has pioneered a technique, to
give real-world perspectives on the
ideas presented.
Water Star Wisconsin aims to
bring targeted water management
information to municipal officials and
others responsible for stewardship
of our urban waterways. The
recognition program is offered freeof-charge, and is voluntary; two
components program developers
knew would be critical in these times
of tight municipal budgets.
“The Water Star program is meant
to highlight municipalities that go
above and beyond mandated water

quality achievements,” Lisa Conley,
president of Town and Country RC&D,
said. “It is meant to both guide and
inspire exemplary efforts in surface
water, groundwater and recreation.”
Water Star’s recognition application
is composed of more than 400
actions organized under municipal
department headings such as public
land management or drinking water
utilities. Municipal staff complete
an on-line questionnaire and see
how they rank according to their
peer groups. Customized questions
and rankings take into account a
municipality’s population.
Twenty-two municipalities have taken
the challenge in Water Star’s debut
year of 2010. It has resulted in some
municipalities making changes.
“We, at Fitchburg, already knew
we were doing some great things
for water resources, but didn’t fully
appreciate these until we filled out
the Water Star action list, to list these
items in one spot. The action list
also gave us some great ideas for
other areas we could work on in the
future for continuous improvement,”
said Rick Eilertson, City of Fitchburg

Environmental Engineer.
To see the archived “Navigating
Water Star” session, featuring
Suzanne Wade and Paul
Moderacki, Mukwonago Village
Administrator, go to www.
waterstarwisconsin.org, click on
the webinar notice. There you will
also learn more information about
the Water Star program and can
register for the remaining free
webinars.
Sponsors for the Water Star
Progarm include: Department
of Natural Resources, UWExtension and UW Colleges,
Rock River Coalition, Town and
Country RC&D, MSA Professional
Services, Stantec (Natural
Resources Consulting), RuekertMielke, Wisconsin Public Service
Commission and Wisconsin
Coastal Management Program.
The American Planners
Association, Wisconsin Chapter
is a sponsor of the webinar
series, providing certification
maintenance credits.

Jefferson County moves forward with agriculture easements
Now that the State biennial budget
has been passed and signed,
the Jefferson County Farmland
Conservation Easement Commission
and counties and land trusts
statewide are moving forward with
purchase of agricultural conservation
easement programs (PACE) and
donated easement programs.
Statewide in 2010, sixteen easements
on farmland were approved by
DATCP for funding. The Legislature
recently voted to fund the first
round of PACE applications with $5.2
million in bonding authority from the

Stewardship Program, and ordered the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade, and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) to study the PACE Program
over the next year.
Two of those easements are in
Jefferson County. The Rodell Lea
Farm, a dairy farm that employs many
conservation practices, ranked first in
both the state PACE program and in
the federal Farmland and Ranchland
Protection Program in Wisconsin for
funding.
The budget bill did not allocate any
funds for the applications that
were submitted to DATCP for
2011 funding.

The Rodell Lea Farm ranked first for funding from both
the state PACE program and the federal Farmland and
Ranchland Protection Program. Participation in the
easement program permanently protect the farmland
from development.
All photos by Margaret Burlingham.

“We are moving our program
forward by unveiling a
new logo and farm signs
for agricultural land that is
permanently protected under
our program,” says Margaret
Burlingham, chair of the
commission. “We are also
encouraging landowners to
take a look at the current
federal tax incentives for
donating a conservation
easement to permanently
protect the important resource
of their farmland.” Jefferson
County currently holds three

All lands with agricultural easements will receive the sign shown to left ,such as the now protected
Miller Farm shown here.

permanent donated easements with
one pending.
When landowners donate a conservation easement to a county or town
program or a land trust, they maintain
ownership and management of their
land and can sell or pass the land on
to their heirs, while foregoing future
development rights. Conservationminded landowners have until
December 31, 2011 to take advantage
of the federal tax deduction.
The enhanced incentive applies to
a landowner’s federal income tax. It
raises the deduction a donor can take
for donating a voluntary conservation
agreement from 30% of their income
in any year to 50%; allows farmers
to deduct up to 100% of their
income; and increases the number
of years over which a donor can take
deductions from 6 to 16 years. There

are bills before Congress to make
this incentive permanent. In some
instances, donating a conservation
easement can also decrease
inheritance taxes.
For more information on donating a
conservation easement in Jefferson
County, please contact the Jefferson
County Zoning Department 920674-7130. In other counties, check
with your local land trust or county
zoning/planning department.

Combining corn on the protected
Burlingham farm.
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Retirement News

Become a RRC Member

Rock River Basin Educator, Suzanne Wade will be leaving state service on
October 3 after 19 years with the University of Wisconsin-Extension. Her
passion for water quality and the Rock Basin has been apparent in the
many projects she has accomplished. Suzanne’s job is to foster partnership
efforts in the Rock Basin resulting in improved water resources. Working in
partnership with DNR basin staff and the Rock River Coalition, she helped
to develop rain gardens, shoreline restorations, citizen stream monitoring,
wetland monitoring, a groundwater computer flow model, many workshops,
forums and the Coalition’s “Send Your Legislator Down the River”.
Suzanne will continue to be on the Rock River Coalition board, focusing
her efforts on giving presentations to basin groups and developing our two
‘Loose’ groups. See page 3 for more information on Loose Group activities.

In addition to supporting RRC work, members
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and
special events. To become a member, complete the
following:

Suzanne Wade during Send Your
Legislator Down the River.
photo by Ellen Rulseh

If you’ve worked with Suzanne over the years, come join us as we thank her in an open house on Thursday
September 15 from 4:00 – 8:00 at the Lake Mills American Legion Hall, 129 S Main Street. Food will be
served, along with Tyranena beer (for as long as it lasts). Easy access to Rock Lake for those who wish to
bring a canoe or kayak.
A donation of $8 will be appreciated to cover food and other costs. RSVP’s requested to marier@
jeffersoncountywi.gov. In lieu of gifts, Suzanne suggests that people who have appreciated her service to the
basin either become a member of the Rock River Coalition, or make a donation to the Coalition in her name.
Here’s an overview of the impact that the UW-Extension, Department of Natural Resources and Rock River
Coalition partnership has brought to our basin. Many of these projects won state and national awards.
Water Star Community Program: A state-wide partnership launched in April 2011 recognizing exemplary
work in groundwater, stormwater, land use and recreation. 22 municipalities became a Wisconsin Water Star
during 2010 through an innovative on-line application. More information at http://www.waterstarwisconsin.org.
Stream Monitoring Program: RRC trains citizen volunteers who measure water quality throughout the
basin. RRC provides annual workshops and advanced training at a biennial ‘Confluence’.
Wetland Monitoring Program: RRC enlists citizens to monitor birds, amphibians, plants, dragonflies and
damselflies, butterflies and small animals on a 1500 acre wetland restoration near Lake Mills. The RRC also
wrote an online manual for citizens across the state who want to learn how to monitor their local wetlands.
Rain Gardens: RRC helped establish more than 23,000 square feet of rain gardens in more than ten
communities resulting in annual infiltration of more than a million gallons of rainwater a year, including a
700 sq ft garden installed during the 2004 Groundwater Festival.
GFLOW Computer Model: RRC brought together 37 municipalities, consulting firms and organizations to
support the development by USGS of the GFLOW model.
Restriction on Excessive Phosphorus Fertilizer use on Residential Lawns: The RRC developed an
electronic presentation on the impact of phosphorus on lakes and streams, and on the need to restrict the
use of phosphorus fertilizer on residential lawns. The state has since adopted phosphorus lawn restrictions.

Name

________________________________

Title

________________________________

Affiliation ________________________________
Address

________________________________

City

_______________________State ____

Zip

__________ Phone (_____)_________

E-mail

________________________________

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Memberships Fees
Individual

$ 25

Family

$ 35

Student/Senior Citizen

$ 15

Classroom

$ 25

Affiliates*

$ 50

Corporate

$ 200

*Includes small businesses, organizations,
lake districts, and municipal departments

Any donation of $100 or more will be recognized and
linked to your website from our website:
www.rockrivercoalition.org
Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Send Your Legislator Down the River: Our major annual educational event for citizens and local, state
and federal elected officials.
RRC Rural Development Guidelines and Policies Manual, 2nd Edition 2006, helps municipalities
examine smart develoment stategies while preserving open space and farmland.
“Karst: Avoid that Sinking Feeling” brochure: These award winning materials are used nationally.
Educational Forums and Workshops: Over 2,000 people have participated in RRC educational programs.

Tax deductible donation
Amount

Purpose
General Support
Citizen Monitoring
Other:

Rock River Coalition offers presentations to civic group
The Rock River is an incredibly important resource to the people in south-central Wisconsin.
Your group has an opportunity to learn more about the Rock and current water quality concerns, water
quality goals and the impact of regulations on cities, farmers, citizens and businesses.
“Our Rock River Yesterday and Today” presentation length is 30 minutes but can be adjusted to meet
the needs of your group.
This program is being developed specifically for civic groups such as Kiwanis, Optimists, Lions/Lionesses,
League of Woman Voters, agricultural business groups and other professional groups. The minimum fee
for the program is a RRC $50 affiliate membership.
Other programs available at anytime include: Low Impact Lawn Care, Diggin’ into Rain Gardens and
Groundwater Issues in the Rock River Basin.

Donations are greatly appreciated and
can be targeted towards specific projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:
Rock River Coalition
823 Lucas Lane
Jefferson, WI 53549-1182
or register and pay online with PayPal at:
www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp

For more information or to schedule a presentation, contact the Rock River Coalition at
speakers@rockrivercoalition.org.
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Send Your Legislator Down the River Event
Celebrates 10 Years this Fall!
Organized by the Rock River Coalition
Sponsored by UW-Extension, Department of Natural Resources, Paddle and Trail & Senator Tim Cullen
Explore Beloit in this fall’s Send Your Legislator Down the River, the
10th anniversary of this enjoyable paddle in the Rock Basin. Our urban
rivers offer us a different perspective on our waterways. Beloit, a Silver
Wisconsin Water Star Community has done a tremendous amount of
river front renewal and other improvements for us to view.
We’ll gather on Monady September 12 at the Rock Bar and Grill, 101
Maple Ave with the legislative roundtable starting at 4:45. At 5:30 we’ll
shuttle to Preservation Park, a Town of Rock park for a 3.5 mile paddle
back to the Rock Bar. Estimated paddle time is 1.5 hours.
Bring your own canoe, rent one from Paddle and Trail or join us in the
DNR Voyageur Canoes.
We will also hope to have a pontoon boat or other boat for participants
who don’t want to use a paddle craft.
Regardless of weather, the roundtable will be held.

Agenda
4:00 - 6:00 pm Registration - Rock Bar and Grill, Beloit
4:00 - 5:30

Meal - you can preorder on the registration flyer to speed serving, or order off the menu.
Meal cost not included in fees.

4:45 - 5:30

Welcome and River Town Hall Meeting: a chance to talk to your local elected officials and
state legislators.

5:30 - 5:45

Shuttle to Preservation Park

6:00 - 7:30

Paddle 3.5 miles from the park to the Rock Bar.

More information on Beloit Area Water Trails at www/visitbeloit.com.

Cost
Registration Fee
$ 7 for RRC members.
$12 for non-members.
$ 5 for youth (6-12).
Free for children five or under.
Shuttle service included in fees.
Late fee $5/party after September 7.
Canoe rental
$5/person for space in the Voyageur canoes
$5/person to rent canoes from Paddle and Trail
Participants can bring their own paddle craft
More information on costs and other specifics are
included on the registration form.

Pre-registration requested. Confirmation and
maps will be sent upon registration.
Request a registration form by emailing
marier@jeffersoncountywi.gov or by calling
920-674-7297.
Download a flyer and registration form at
http://www.rockrivercoalition.org.

Do You Enjoy This Newsletter?
For the past ten years, the RRC has been able to
produce this newsletter and mail it to members and
volunteers as well as send it at no cost to more
than 1500 people in the basin representing groups,
elected officials, consulting firms, agency staff and
businesses.
The expenses of printing the newsletter has been
shared over the past couple of years with the
Rock River Coalition, the University of WisconsinExtension, Town and Country RC&D and the Rock
River Stormwater Group.
The University of Wisconsin-Extension has funded
the cost of mailing the newsletters and the editing
and layout has been the responsibility of the Basin
Educator, Suzanne Wade as part of her educational
and partnership duties.
With the upcoming retirement of Suzanne and the
overall cuts to state budgets, it is unlikely that the
University’s financial and resource commitment to
this newsletter will continue at the same level.
Over the next few months the newsletter partners
will begin to discuss how to maintain the newsletter
and what changes should be made.

We’d like to hear from you.
Do you find it valuable?
Do you like the types of stories we cover?
What else would you like to see included?
Would you prefer an electronic newsletter?
Do you have suggestions or comments on how
to address the increased cost to the Rock River
Coalition.
Would it include:
Offer advertising
Have a subscription fee
Add additional partners
Reduce the number printed/year from 4 to 3
Send your comments or place a request to receive
it electronically to marier@jeffersoncountywi.gov.
Thank you, we appreciate your input.

The Wisconsin Water Star Webinars
July 15, 2011 Ordinances for ProtecƟng Water
Quality – Natural Lawns, Rain Gardens &
Downspout DisconnecƟon
Lynn Markham, Land Use Specialist with
UW-Extension at the Center for Land Use
Education; Rick Eilertson, Environmental
Engineer, City of Fitchburg
Reserve your Webinar seat now at
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/134205761

July 29, 2011 Pervious Pavement and
Pavers in a Municipal Environment
Janet Attarian, AIA, Project Director,
Streetscape and Urban Design Project,
Dept. of Transportation,Chicago IL
Penni Klein, Public Lands Manager, City of
Middleton; Chuck Nahn, P.E, and Principal,
Nahn & Associates
Reserve your Webinar seat now at
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/454168761

July 29, 2011 Salt and Deicing Strategies to
Protect Water Quality
Chris Walsh, Director, Department of
Public Works, City of Beloit; Mark DeVries,
McHenry County Transportation Dept.
Reserve your Webinar seat now at
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/716741841.

Aug 26, 2011 Greener Streets – Using Bioswales for Clean Water and InfiltraƟon
Len Roecker, Associate/Senior Project
Manager, RA Smith National; Carl Tisonik,
Director, Department of Public Works,
Village of Greendale
Reserve your Webinar seat now at
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/163738944

Sept. 9, 2011 Stream Corridor
Improvements – Remeandering and
DaylighƟng Streams, Habitat RestoraƟon
and Fish Friendly Culverts
David Fowler, Senior Project Manager, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District;
Kevin Haley, Registered Landscape
Architect, Milwaukee County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Culture
Reserve your Webinar seat now at
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/994268361

Sept. 23, 2011 Using Non-Regulatory Tools
to Achieve Water Quality Goals
Ann Dansart Hirekatur, P.H., CSM, MSA
Professional Services; Rob Montgomery,
Engineer & Principal, Montgomery Associates Resource Solutions
Jason Valerius, AICP, LEED AP, MSA Professional Services
Reserve your Webinar seat now at
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/519549072
More information about these webinars and the
Wisconsin Water Star Program can be found on
page 6.
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