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The Confluence 2024

Stewarding the Rock River Watershed: Opportunities and Successes
Location: Fitchburg Community Center: 5510 Lacy Rd, Fitchburg, WI 53711

>

8:00-9:00 am Oak Hall: Registration, Coffee, and Tables

9:00-9:10 am Oak Hall: Welcome
Becca Dymzarov, Executive Director, Rock River Coalition

9:10-10:00 am  Oak Hall: Keynote: Wisconsin’s Changing Climate: Impacts and Solutions
Steve Vavrus, Wisconsin State Climatologist
Tim Asplund, Monitoring Section Manager in Water Quality Bureau, WDNR

10:10-10:40 am Oak Hall: Dane County Updates Concurrent Session
Mike Gilbertson, Watershed Programs Coordinator, Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District
James Brodzeller, Watershed Coordinator, Dane Co. Land and Water Resources Dept.

Prairie View Room: Rock River Basin County Updates Concurrent Session

Keeping Soil on Agricultural Fields in Jefferson County

Patricia Cicero, Director, Jefferson County Land and Water Conservation Dept.
Conservation around the Rock River Watershed

Anne Miller, Conservation Specialist, Rock County Land Conservation Dept.

Living in an MS4 World: Waukesha County works with 26 partner communities to deliver
stormwater outreach and education

Jayne Jenks, Conservation Specialist, Waukesha County Land Resources Division

10:40-11:00 am Visit Tables and Posters

11:00- 11:50 am Oak Hall: New Zealand Mud Snail Impacts to Southern Wisconsin Streams
Kimberly Kuber, Water Quality Biologist, WDNR
Shelby Adler, Water Resources Management Specialist, WDNR
Lizzy Reitzloft, Stream Monitoring and Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, RRC

Prairie View Room: Funding Opportunities Concurrent Session

Protect Wisconsin Waterways Mini-Grant Funding for Stormwater Projects

Wesley Enterline, Sustainability Coordinator UW-Whitewater, Rock River Stormwater Group
Ashlee Platta, Account Executive, Protect Wisconsin Waterways

Protect Farmland to Safeguard our Waters

Angie Doucette, Midwest Farmland Protection Manager, American Farmland Trust

How to Create a Successful Cost-Share Program for a Lake District

Lianna Spencer, Lake Manager, Lake Ripley Management District
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12:00- 1:00 pm  Oak Hall: Lunch Plenary: Thinking like a Watershed: A Proposed Comprehensive

1:10-2:00 pm

2:00-2:30 pm

2:30-4:15 pm

4:15-4:45 pm

Watershed Based Management Structure
Bill Davis, Senior Legal Analyst, River Alliance of Wisconsin

Oak Hall: Opportunities Lightning Round Session

Discover State Natural Areas, Opportunities to Explore and Volunteer
Jared Urban, State Natural Areas Volunteer Coordinator, WDNR
Working in a Volunteer Driven Organization

Dennis James, Rock County Chapter Coordinator, Ice Age Trail Alliance
Actions We Can Take to Prevent Stormwater Pollution

Christal Campbell, Stormwater Education Coordinator, Dane Co. Land and Water Resources
Dept.

Dane County Parks Volunteer Opportunities

Claire Lamberg, Land and Water Volunteer Coordinator, Dane Co. Land and Water Resources
Dept.

Marsh Haven Nature Center Volunteer Opportunities

Matt Rupnik, Director, Marsh Haven Nature Center

Prairie View Room: Stewardship Successes Lightning Round Session
Yarmouth-Greenway Streambank Restoration

Ben Schulte, Senior Project Engineer (Environmental), City of Fitchburg- Public Works
Mason Creek Stream Restoration

Rachel Sabre, Senior Water Resources Management Specialist, WDNR

Princes Point Wildlife Area: Over 1,700 Acres of Restored Wetland Coming Soon

Rachel E. Barker, Senior Wildlife Biologist, WDNR

Cold-water Habitat Restoration Examples in the Upper Reaches of the Rock River Watershed
Rick Larkin, President, Trout Unlimited-Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter

Visit Tables and Posters

Oak Hall: Film Screening of “An Invitation to Wonder: Waubesa Wetlands”
(66-minute film followed by discussion)

Ben Albert, Cinematographer and Filmmaker

Calvin B. DeWitt, Wetland Ecologist and Professor of Environmental Studies, UW-Madison

Oak Hall: Closing Remarks
Lizzy Reitzloff, Stream Monitoring and Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, RRC



