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Dodge County Success from the Field:
Green Pastures Give Back

By NRCS Dodge County Service Center Staff

For over 20 years,

Barbara Salas of Dodge
County, Wisconsin has
independently managed a
grass-fed lamb operation. A
distinguished sheep grazer
and conservationist, Barbara
prides herself on managing
her land in a way that allows
both agricultural production
and wildlife diversity to coexist
and thrive. Barbara grew up
in Milwaukee and discovered
her passion for wildlife and
livestock at her uncle’s farm.
Later in life, she bought a
72-acre farm in Burnett,
Wisconsin where she started
her business, Salas Farms
Grass Fed Lambs, and began
her journey in stewarding the
land through green pastures.

For the first 15 years, Barbara
rented out her land for row
cropping and her grazing
operation began small with
only four sheep. Then, with
the assistance received
through the U. S. Department
of Agriculture Natural
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Barbara Salas with her flock of grass-fed ewes on pasture.
By NRCS Dodge County Service Center Staff

Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), she was able to make
substantial strides in expanding
her operation. This expansion
not only benefited the local
wildlife and other natural
resources in her area, but it
helped transform her pastures
into a lush green landscape for
her grazing operation of 100
ewes.

Highlights

In 2009, Barbara applied

for her first NRCS financial
assistance program and was
awarded a contract through
the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) for
8 acres of prescribed grazing.
In 2013 and 2015, she
received EQIP funding for 27
acres of forage and biomass
planting, 3 miles of fencing,
1.5 miles of livestock pipeline,
and an additional 50 acres of
prescribed grazing.

Along with NRCS, the
Wisconsin Department

of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection (DATCP)
and other local partners were
able to provide Barbara with
the knowledge and resources
needed, to ensure her new
operation was established

correctly. According to
Barbara, the technical and
financial assistance provided
by NRCS has played a

pivotal role in the successful
conversion of her land to
pasture. The Salas Farm
continues to be a thriving,
regenerative agricultural
operation that gives back to
the land. In transitioning the
land to permanent grass and
implementing a prescribed
grazing plan, Barbara has
made tremendous efforts to
protect water quality, enhance
soil health, reduce soil erosion,
improve plant productivity, and
expand wildlife habitat.

Barbara is now able to serve
her community by mentoring

other beginning grazers and
opening her property to
NRCS staff and the public

for learning opportunities.
“Barbara has been great to
work with over the years.

I am aware of quite a few
landowners whom she

has provided pointers and
suggestions, based on her
experiences to help grazers
along the way,” said Cory
Drummond, NRCS District
Conservationist at the Juneau
Service Center, “She has
been both an ambassador for
conservation and mentor for
local grazers.”

Future Plans

Through the NRCS
Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP), Barbara

has plans to expand on

her conservation efforts by
installing a native prairie
planting to benefit pollinators
and committing to a multi-
year project to control invasive
plants like wild parsnip, using
prescribed grazing. With
retirement on the horizon,
Barbara remains dedicated

to her flock and grazing
journey. Reflecting on the past
22 years, Barbara’s words

tell a story of unwavering
determination and fulfillment,
“every single bit of it has been
worth it. It's what I've always
wanted to do.”

| The flock at
o Salas Farms

By NRCS Dodge
County Service
Center Staff



Executive Director’s Message

By Becca Dymzarov, Executive Director becca@rockrivercoalition.org

Hello, Rock River Basin! I hope you
had a beautiful summer, and I hope
you're ready for the stunning fall
colors we'll all soon be enjoying.
Much like nature in Wisconsin, Rock
River Coalition puts some of our
brightest moments on display every
autumn when we publish Rock River
Reflections.

Our bi-annual newsletter features
articles about water protection across
the Rock River Basin, written by some
of the most qualified professionals in
the region.

While our newsletter is a great way
for us to deliver updates to you,

I am pleased to share that Rock
River Coalition now has a new way
to connect with our members and
followers. In August, our brand-
new website went live! Check

out our improved website (www.
rockrivercoalition.org)! Thanks to
our brilliant website team, members
like you can see the impact of your
support and join our mission in an
easier way than ever before.

Among many exciting features, the
front page features an Interactive
Stream Monitoring Map. This tool
allows you to visualize the difference
our renowned program makes on the
region by showing the stream stations
our volunteers monitor. Users can
click on stations to access data, zoom
in to follow stations along a specific
watershed and zoom out to see

what the unified impact of hundreds

of individual efforts truly looks like.

We've also got a new volunteer forum

where volunteers can discuss stream

monitoring topics amongst themselves

that we will be launching in the 2024
monitoring season.

Explore our new site to learn about
the following topics, and more:

e Data Sharing & Visualization — Dig

into the data. See the specific

change our work is making on the

waters of the Rock River Basin.

e  Education & Recreation —
See what classes, trainings,
workshops, events, and
recreational outings we are
hosting.

e Aquatic Invasive Species
Prevention — Learn what we're
doing, and how you can help.

e Strategic Plan — Discover how
we're planning for the future.

While our website provides an
excellent picture of our broad
accomplishments, this work would
not be possible without our dedicated
members, volunteers and staff.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Rock
River Reflections. Have a wonderful
rest of your year!

Sincerely,

Becca Dymzarov, Rock River Coalition
Executive Director

Friday, Nov 3
Monona Terrace
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President’s Message

introductions.)

By Patricia Cicero, Rock River Coalition President

As we approach fall and anticipate the changing colors in nature, I can't help but reflect on all the ways the Rock
River Coalition has and is changing. At our May Annual meeting, Montgomery Baker stepped off the Board. Though
he will be greatly missed on the Board, we know he will play an active role in stream monitoring and future stream
monitoring trainings. Also at the Annual meeting, we welcomed three new Board members Jeremiah Beitzel, Chris
VanGundy and Grace Vanderhei (our former Student Board Member). They all bring new and valuable perspectives
and expertise to the Board and we are happy to have them be part of the team! (See page 5 for new Board Member

The biggest change this year is that Addie Schlussel, our Stream Monitoring Coordinator, is moving on. She has been
a great asset to the Coalition with her passion for the Basin’s resources, thoughtfulness, organizational skills, teaching
skills, and great connection with the volunteers. We wish her well on her travels and next endeavors! (See page 5 for
a farewell to Addie.) Members of the Board and staff have formed a hiring committee to search for our next Stream
Monitoring Coordinator who will probably be on board by the time you read this
newsletter!

As highlighted in Becca’s Executive Director’s note, another big change for the
Coalition is the update to our website. Thanks to Becca and Brooke for their work
ensuring the successful launch of the website! We anticipate it will be a better
resource for existing volunteers and members and provide valuable information to
everyone who visits it.

It is certain that Rock River Coalition will undergo changes in the future. The
organization will continue to grow and improve because of the leadership of the
Board and the great work of the Executive Director and staff. I look forward to my
continued involvement in my term as Rock River Coalition President.
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“To educate and bring together
people of diverse interests to protect
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Surface Soil Test Phosphorus Values:
a Water Quality Risk Assessment

By Chelsea Zegler, Agriculture Water Quality Outreach Specialist, UWM Division of Extension

Soil nutrients are often distributed unevenly
throughout soils. This occurrence, called
nutrient stratification, is common in
agricultural and natural settings. For instance,
due to the concentration of plant roots,
residue (unharvest crop “litter” or biomass
left at the surface) and weathering, soils tend
to have more organic matter close to the soil
surface. The concentrated organic matter
appears as a dark layer in soil profiles (Figure
1). Phosphorus is often highly concentrated
at the soil surface in crop fields because

the amount of fertility applied exceeds the
amount removed in crop harvest. Although
the stratification of phosphorus (P) also
occurs in nature, in agricultural settings there
is an increased risk to surface water quality
because the occurrence is amplified. The risk
of nutrients entering surface water resources is
elevated when: 1) the soil surface has higher
levels of P, 2) there is a lack of growing plants
in the fallow season and 3) runoff is likely due
to snowmelt and heavy precipitation events.

Precipitation that is unable to filter into the
ground, known as ‘surface runoff’, travels into
our streams, rivers, and lakes. Surface runoff
mostly interacts with the top few eighths of
an inch of soil along with what is on top of it.
Consider when the ground is frozen, or snow
covered: water is constantly interacting with
the soil and other fertility sources (fall applied
synthetic fertility, manure, plant residue, etc)
during freeze-thaw events. Fertility sources
can release P when they interact with this
water, creating dissolved P. Dissolved P, the
portion of P in solution with water, does not
need soil movement to move off the field
with surface runoff. Fallen leaves contribute
phosphorus pollution in a similar mechanism
in urban areas.
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Typically, soil samples are taken to a 6-inch
depth for agronomic nutrient management
decisions. The composite samples provide an
average nutrient level across the depth and
can mask how nutrients differ within each inch
of the profile. The graph above demonstrates
how soil samples can have the same average
soil test phosphorus (STP) value, but the
distribution can vary greatly. Research is not
conclusive on whether nutrient stratification in
the top 6 inches impacts crop yield, as most
crop roots are within this depth. However,

there is growing evidence that high STP levels
in the top two inches of soil (greater than 75
parts per million (ppm)) leads to increased
dissolved P in surface runoff from fields .

The loss of dissolved P from fields (and into
surface water) occurs especially while the soil
is frozen, as we struggle to control water and
P movement during this period.

Dissolved P is the portion of P in solution with
water and does not need soil movement to
move off the field with surface runoff.

The benefits of healthy soil practices, like
reduced tillage systems, are widespread;
from weed control, to labor savings, and soil
protection. However, this often leads to a
concentration of nutrients at the soil surface
from decomposed cover crop residue ,

and surface- applied manure and synthetic
fertilizer. Data from Wisconsin Discovery Farms
has shown that STP levels in the top inch

of the soil are 69% higher than the average
composite STP values in the corresponding
6-inch sample. Similar results were shown

by a survey in Ohio by Baker et al., where
the top inch of the soil averaged 55% higher
STP values. When it comes to reduced tillage
systems, the Discovery Farms database shows
the average tilled field STP in the top inch
was 59 ppm, compared to 85 ppm in no-
tilled fields. However, more data is needed to
understand if this stratification is temporary
while soils adjust or is alleviated by additional
soil health practices.

Extension’s Agriculture Water Quality Program
seeks to explore the relationship between

soil erosion best management practices

and surface levels of phosphorus. It has

long been thought that soil health practices
improve bioturbation; that cover crop roots
and earthworm activity create channels for
water infiltration and movement of fertility
from the soil surface. Yet little information
exists on the interaction of P between different
soil types and cover crop species, and other
management decisions on soil nutrient
stratification. The goal is to add insight on

the role of long-term no till and cover crop
usage compared to sites with more recent
conservation adoption regarding surface P
levels. We are looking for high-quality on-farm
data to help improve our understanding of

the relationship between soil health practices
and P concentration at the soil surface.
Participating farmers or farmer groups can
work with regional outreach specialists to
sample field soil at different depths to gain
awareness on their nutrient stratification,
contribute to the scientific understanding

of P stratification, and
learn how to minimize 5 E
nutrient losses. If you are
interested in participating
or learning more, please
contact Chelsea Zegler
(zegler@wisc.edu) or scan
the QR code.

Stream Monitoring in 2023:
Another Year of Growth

By Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring and AIS Coordinator

I am constantly impressed by
the volunteers who show up
year after year for clean water
and community science, and
by the new volunteers who are
willing to don their hip boots or
water shoes and join us!

e
Volunteers measure stream
temperature at a training in
Waunakee.

Photo by Addie Schlussel.

This year, we added about 20
sites to our stream monitoring
program, bringing our total
number of standard monitoring
sites to 142. Volunteers also
collected water samples

at approximately 70 sites

for nutrient analysis, like
phosphorus and nitrogen.

In addition, we installed
continuous water temperature
monitoring devices at 47
locations, helping to build a
dataset that can ultimately
track long-term changes in
water temperature.

Of course, none of this would
be possible without our
dedicated volunteer stream
monitors, both those returning
to familiar waters and those
learning the ropes for the first
time. In 2023, we welcomed 58
new volunteers to the stream
monitoring program. They
joined a group of about 150
returning volunteers, bringing
us to over 200 stream monitors
across the Rock River Basin.

In 2021 and 2022, a major
focus of our stream monitoring
program was expanding
monitoring in Dodge County,
which had not been well
represented in our data
despite making up a significant
portion of our watershed. This
year, with our Dodge County
monitoring program more
solidly established, we were
able to add sites across the
whole watershed.

In Dane County, volunteer
interest allowed us to re-
establish sites that we had
recently lacked capacity

to monitor and even add
some new ones. We began
monitoring in Washington
County for the first time in
recent years, again thanks to
interest from local volunteers.
And we continue to steadily
expand in Dodge County as
we become a better-known
presence in the community.

We also began limited chloride
monitoring in Dane County
this year with support from
Capital Area Regional Planning
Commission, Wisconsin Salt
Wise, and Izaak Walton League
of America’s Salt Watch. This
data will help us determine
areas of concern where future
chloride monitoring and
outreach about salt reduction
should be focused.

We're grateful to the many
partners who support volunteer
stream monitoring across the
Rock River Basin, including UW-
Madison Division of Extension,
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR), and
the Jefferson, Rock, Dodge,
Walworth, and Waukesha
County Land and Water
Conservation Departments.

We're also grateful to our
funders, the Yahara Watershed
Improvement Network,
WDNR, Rock River Stormwater
Group, and Beaver Dam Area
Community Foundation. And

a huge thanks to the many
volunteers who make it all
happen!

Test strips are a quick and simple way
to measure salt in their streams.
Photo by Addie Schlussel.



Searching for Snails: Invasive Species

Program Updates

By Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring and AIS Coordinator

This year marks the third year of Rock River
Coalition’s aquatic invasive species program.
As new invasive species appear in our area,
we're working to make sure our programming
grows and evolves in response.

New Zealand mudsnails and some native lookalikes.
Mudsnails’ small size makes them hard to find when
they’re stuck to waders or other gear, and therefore
easier to spread from one stream to another.

Photo by Noah Edelstein.

In 2023 we launched a four-year initiative

to address the spread of New Zealand
mudsnails in Dane County. These small, highly
invasive snails have been found in multiple
trout streams in western Dane County since
2011 and were identified during a stream
monitoring visit on Token Creek in 2021.

With support from Wisconsin Department

of Natural Resources (WDNR), Upper Sugar
River Watershed Association, River Alliance
of Wisconsin, and Village of Windsor, RRC
staff and volunteers have started monitoring
and outreach aimed at determining the
current extent of New Zealand mudsnails and
preventing them from spreading further.

This summer, RRC volunteers and interns
searched for mudsnails at 15 priority Dane
County locations not previously known to have
mudsnails. Mudsnails were found at several
sites. While it can be disappointing to find
more of this invasive species, this information
will help us prioritize prevention measures,
like installing boot brush stations at mudsnail-

infested streams to help anglers clean their
gear.

In 2022, New Zealand mudsnails were also
identified on Turtle Creek near the Rock/
Walworth County border. To determine if

the snails had spread further downstream
towards Beloit and the Rock River, we enlisted
volunteers to search for the snails and other
invasive species while paddling and wading
Turtle Creek. Luckily no more mudsnails were
found and we hope our volunteers walked
away with a better understanding of how to
identify the snails and what to do if they find
them in the future.

Our other aquatic invasive species
programming has also continued. We have
been ensuring that local bait shops have
educational materials about invasive species
to offer customers, and installing signage
about invasive species at boat launches that
need it.

Volunteers search for invasive species on Turtle
Creek.
Photo by Julie Uram

We released beetles to control invasive purple
loosestrife at three locations in Dodge and
Jefferson Counties. And RRC staff and interns
have been monitoring for invasive species on lakes
and rivers across Dodge and Rock Counties, and
training volunteers to do so.

We're grateful to WDNR’s Lakes Monitoring and
Protection Network, Lake Koshkonong Wetlands
Association, Village of Windsor and our other
partners and volunteers for supporting this
important work.

and other area communities.
The all-volunteer group has logged 1,945

supporters!
We couldn't do it without you!

volunteer hours since reviving the MRA in the
summer of 2019. The MRA would like to thank
all its volunteers, family members, friends, and

Maunesha River Alliance Receives Award!

At the August Village of Marshall board meeting,
the Maunesha River Alliance—a chapter of RRC—
was recognized by the Village and its Trustees
for their ongoing service to the Maunesha River
Watershed that runs through Marshall, Waterloo,

Maunesha River Alliance receives recognition for
ongoing contributions to work in the watershed.
Photo by Andrea Andrews.

Landscaping Alternatives
for Invasive Plants

By Jeanne Scherer, UW Madison Extension-Natural Resources
Institute

LANDSCAPING

Gardeners can have it rough! Seems like we're always fighting
weeds. Sometimes, we unknowingly invite the worst of them
into the garden ourselves.

We find a plant we love and put it in our garden only to see

it start to take over and jump to a neighbor’s yard, woods or
shoreline. It might even turn out to be regulated by the state as
Restricted or Prohibited in Wisconsin’s Invasive Species Rule NR
40 because it's such a bad player with the ability to cause harm
to the environment, economy or human health. It can leave
you feeling helpless and frustrated, especially since these plants
tend to be difficult and expensive to manage.

Now available, are three Landscaping Alternatives brochures
stuffed with suggestions for wonderful, non-invasive plants

that can play similar roles in the garden as invasive species

we may have chosen in the past. Unfolded, the entire back of
each brochure is covered by a table with plant and basic growth
information, such as light needs. The majority of the plants are
native, also fulfilling needs for wildlife habitat and pollinators.
The design team reviewed the plants to sure they could be
found for purchase.

The Landscaping Alternatives brochures cover a wide range
of plant needs including: Flowers and Grasses; Wetland and
Aquatic Plants; and Trees, Shrubs and Vines.

Adding plants like these can help fill niches in your garden

that might otherwise make a nice spot for an unwanted plant.
They'll create competition against the plants you don't desire.
Some may also spread, but that may be useful in some cases.
Check out the plant tables, do a little more research as needed
and go shopping! Fall happens to be a great time to plant many
native plants.

Order brochures from DNRAISInfo@wisconsin.gov. They

are free. If you want them for a group or event, bundles in
multiples of 50 are available. We plan to make them available in
WDNR and Extension Offices brochure displays. Individuals can
download the brochures for free from the WIDNR website.

Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers Convention

April 10-12, 2024

Holiday Inn and Convention Center
Stevens Point

Save THE Date!

*f wisconsinwaterweek.org

Partnering for or call us at 715-346-2116
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Positive Work in the Turtle Creek Watershed

By Dave Hoffman

There is a lot of positive
work happening in the
Turtle Creek Watershed!
I spoke with Larry Meyer,
a long-time Rock River
Coalition (RRC) stream
monitor, about efforts being
made around Turtle Creek | -
and Lake Comus, and
began to see an extensive
collaboration between
lake districts, nonprofit
organizations, government
agencies, community
members, and volunteers
that showcases an inspiring|...
relationship created -
to help improve water
quality in the Turtle Creek
Watershed.

Located in southern portions of the
Lower Rock River basin, the Turtle
Creek Watershed encompasses 288
square miles in Walworth and Rock
Counties with its headwaters starting
at Turtle Lake (roughly 6 miles north of
Delavan) and ending at its confluence
with the Rock River in Beloit. Like
many waterways of Wisconsin, Turtle
Creek and its tributaries support an
abundance of terrestrial and aquatic
wildlife and plant communities. It
also provides excellent recreational
opportunities and has a rich Native
American history.

There are over 335 miles of streams
and rivers in the watershed with

122 miles having some type of data
collected over the years. Of the 122
miles, half (45%) are specified as in
“good” condition, 9% of streams are
considered to be in “poor” condition
and are listed as “impaired” based off
the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources’ (WDNR) 2011 Turtle Creek
Watershed Water Quality Plan. The
Rock River Coalition currently has

10 different sites being monitored

by volunteers within the Turtle

Creek watershed. Based off citizen
monitoring data from RRC volunteers
(dissolved oxygen, macro-invertebrate
surveys, etc), one can speculate

the percentage of poor conditioned
streams has increased over the past
decade due to increased nutrients in
our waterways and excessive runoff.
With that said, local, regional, and
state conservation advocates have
seen the need to make improvements
and have formed a collaboration that
deserves highlighting.

The Lake Comus Protection and
Rehabilitation District (LCPRD),
whom Larry is a board member of,
received a WDNR “Large Scale Lake
Planning,” grant in 2019 to work with
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional

The Turtle Creek watershed falls mostly in Walworth and Rock
(circled in orange) is just northwest of Delavan Lake, the largest lake in the watershed.

Turtle Creek Watéershed
sasslmpaired Waters/Qutstanding
& Exceptional Resource W

Planning Commission (SEWRPC)

in creating a comprehensive Lake
Management Plan focusing on water
quality up and downstream of Lake
Comus. This plan will look at many
aspects of Lake Comus and Turtle
Creek that include but aren't limited
to (a) delineation of the watershed
boundary; (b) compiling data on
the hydrology; (c) water quality and
nutrient sampling in the lake; (d)
shoreline condition surveys; (e) lake
modeling to determine sediment
and phosphorus loads entering the
lake; and (f) compilation of existing
fisheries and wildlife data.

What makes this Lake Management
Plan special, is the willingness from
SEWRPC and the LCPRD to adapt the
plan to not only focus on the needs of
Lake Comus but also the Turtle Creek
Watershed as a whole. This, in return,
will help the WDNR with the planning
and implementation for better land
use practices by developing the “Nine
Key Elements” for this watershed.
These Nine Key Elements are set forth
by the EPA to help with identifying
non-point sources of pollution and
assist with the implementation of
projects to help protect the waterways
in any given watershed. This is
currently being worked on by SEWRPC
in hopes to be completed by the
summer of "23.

The outcome of these elements is to
develop a strategy that will identify
goals to address pollution sources
and determine specific resources and
criteria to implement and evaluate
the plan. Kudos to the LCPRD for
putting this initiative in motion and
focusing their management plan not
only Lake Comus but expanding the
scope to include the Turtle Creek
Watershed. It's clear they understand
the importance of focusing efforts
upstream and downstream of Lake
Comus and that it takes a large-scale

County. Lake Comus

approach to address
water quality issues.
As an example,
LCPRD recently
gave Walworth
County $25,000
to address soil
conservation and
non-point sources
of pollution, which
again accentuates
their motivated
attitude to focus
on the whole
watershed. As

we know, and

as Rock River
Coalition strives to
accomplish, more
can be achieved
when efforts are made by working
together rather than individually.

B

After the Management Plan and
Nine Key Elements is completed, the
ultimate goal is to open up more
avenues and resources to apply

for large-scale grants to help fund
comprehensive and long-range
projects. The projects could include
re-meandering portions of Turtle

Creek that are currently ditched,
implementing better land management
and conservation practices for
landowners, and always working to
improve water quality in this critical
watershed.

There wasn't a chance to highlight
every individual and entity involved
with Turtle Creek Watershed
improvement so a big THANK YOU to
all partners involved with improving
the Turtle Creek Watershed: LCPRD
directors, namely, Larry Meyer and
Board Chairman Kevin Armstrong;
SEWPRC; WDNR; RRC volunteers,
staff, and board of directors; local
volunteers, residents, and landowners;
City of Delavan; Walworth Co. Land
and Water Conservation Dept.; and
everyone else who helped with this
ongoing project. Keep up the good
work!

Saying Goodbye

This fall, I'm saying goodbye to the Rock
River Basin and my position at Rock

River Coalition. It's been a true pleasure
getting to know our watershed and,

more importantly, working alongside and
learning from everyone. Teaching and
supporting our volunteers has been a
consistent highlight of my work here — it's
special to be part of a community that
cares so deeply about our land and water.
Thank you, may you find lots of cool
aquatic bugs, and may you never flood
your boots! - Addie Schlussel

Introducing New Rock River
Coalition Board Members

= Chris VanGundy is
q a Health, Safety
’ and Environmental
Engineer with
over 20 years
of experience in
environmental
reporting and
compliance in
private industry. She has lived in
Watertown for over 10 years and is
passionate about the conservation
of the Rock River Basin. She enjoys
kayaking, golfing and traveling and
has been an active member of the
United Way of Jefferson and North
Walworth Counties for over 10 years.
She is excited to exercise her skills to
benefit the education and conservation
projects of Rock River Coalition and its
partners.

Grace VanDerhei

| is an alumna of

the University of

| Wisconsin Madison

where she received

| a BS in Global

Health and an

' undergraduate
certificate in

Environmental Studies in May 2023.

Her primary academic interests were

environmental health and ecosystem

sustainability; she completed her

senior thesis within the Department of

Entomology where she studied the role

of nitrogen fertilizer on plant growth

under elevated carbon dioxide and

the implications of such on pollinator

nutrition. Grace was previously a

Student Board Member of the RRC

and has experience working with other

organizations such as Clean Wisconsin,

the Aldo Leopold Nature Center,

Physicians for Social Responsibility

of Wisconsin, and the Wisconsin

Environmental Health Network.

Jeremiah Beitzel
currently runs

a private legal

and consulting
practice focusing
on nonprofit,
corporate, data
privacy, and
cybersecurity law, along with providing
small business outside general counsel
and nonprofit consulting services.
Always active in his community, he also
volunteers his time as a director and
officer of the Lazin Animal Foundation
and Friends of Lorine Niedecker

and participates in the Marquette
University Law School’s Nonprofit and
Small Business Volunteer Legal Clinic.
Returning to Wisconsin after over 15
years in Arizona, Jeremiah relocated to
Fort Atkinson in late 2020 5
where he currently resides.




The Oconomowoc Watershed
Protection Program Progress

By Erik Joost, Watershed Manager, OWPP

It has been an exciting year with a few large projects within the Oconomowoc
River Watershed coming to completion. The Mason Creek remeandering
project that finished in the fall of 2022 has now begin its ongoing maintenance
and monitoring [Picture 1]. This project meandered the stream into 1,600 feet
of channel which had previously been strait lined decades ago. The stream
section has been remade to resemble it’s historical meandering path.

Where Mason creek comes to an end in North Lake, another extensive

project finished its second phase in spring, 2023. North Lake is fed by two
major inlets, the Oconomowoc River and Mason Creek. Over the past several
years the lake's topography had gradually changed where these rivers enter
with an overload of sediment deposition at both inlets. This happens when
sediment, carried by the rivers’
current, settles to the bottom once
the current dissipates. The deposition
creates a soft mucky lake bottom
that is extremely rich in nutrients,
exacerbating weed growth and algae
blooms. The North Lake Management
| District (NMLD) initiated a dredging
project to remove the displaced
sediment. The area targeted [Picture
2] produced a whopping 124,745
cubic feet of phosphorus-rich
sediment that was removed.

Based on pre and post dredge lake bottom testing we calculated that an
approximate 20,000 Ibs of phosphorus were removed. Monitoring of the lake
this summer has shown dramatic improvement in clarity and reduction in
algae blooms. Initial observations indicate that removing the sediment has
had a great effect on the lake’s health; lets hope this becomes a trend and we
continue to see positive results in the years to come.
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Downstream from North Lake, on the Lower Oconomowoc River, a
conservation-minded farmer has installed 6 acres of harvestable field edge
buffers along a few fields that border each side the Oconomowoc River. This
project was done in partnership with OWPP to help coordinate planning of
the areas brought into cover. The buffers will provide vegetative cover to act
as a filter for runoff and let sediment settle before reaching the river. During
high water times of the year this

area will now have permanent
root structures to help hold soil
in place and mitigate erosion
brought on from high waters and |
occasional flooding. In addition to
the conservation benefits, buffers
like this can be planted with a
wide variety of desirable grasses
to be harvested for hay during
the dry times of the year [Picture
3]. We're excited about the
momentum in the Oconomowoc
watershed and look forward to a
future of improved surface water
as a result of these projects.

New Demonstration Farms
Network Debuts in Dane County

By Krisann McElvain, NRCS WI Public Affairs Specialist

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS),
Dane County Land & Water
Resources Department (LWRD)
and the University of Wisconsin
- Madison Division of Extension
are proud to announce the
development of a new County
Demonstration Farms Network.
The Dane Demo Farms
Network is a $1 million project
collaborating with farmers
across the county to conduct
on-farm research on current
and innovative conservation
practices that protect water quality. Demonstration farms help provide learning
opportunities such as tours and field days for farmers, agribusiness, and farmer-
led watershed groups to help facilitate farmer-to-farmer learning. Dane County
LWRD will also collaborate with the University of Wisconsin to collect research
data, such as soil health and forage sampling, as well as edge-of-field water quality
monitoring.

Photo by Krisann McElvain

Dane Demo Farms are a network of farmers that demonstrate and research leading
edge conservation practices that improve water quality and soil health throughout
Dane County. Their efforts help reduce nutrients and sediment from entering

our waters and build healthy soil. The partnership is the first of its kind in the
Mississippi River basin and currently consists of three farmers within Dane County,
their crop consultants, Dane County LWRD, NRCS, and the University of Wisconsin -
Madison Division of Extension.

Over 30 million Americans get their drinking water from the Great Lakes. There are
75 million acres in eight states, including Wisconsin, flowing to the Great Lakes.
Nearly one-third of the drainage area is agricultural land. Fifteen other Federal
agencies, along with NRCS, support and participate in the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative (GLRI), the largest investment into protecting the Great Lakes in two
decades. Launched in 2010, GLRI helps accelerate conservation efforts on private
lands located in targeted watersheds throughout the region. Through GLRI, NRCS
works with farmers and landowners to combat invasive species, protect watersheds
and shorelines from non-point source pollution and restore wetlands and other
habitat areas.

Funded through GLRI, NRCS Demonstration Farms Networks in Ohio, Pennsylvania,
New York, and Wisconsin demonstrate the best, leading-edge conservation
practices to reduce phosphorus and sediment from entering the Great Lakes. The
Dane Demo Farms Network is the seventh Demo Farms Network to be developed
in the state of Wisconsin. Each network is comprised of conservation and soil
health-minded farmers leading the way in partnership with local agencies and
NRCS. These networks of farms are demonstrating new approaches and sharing
experiences with other farmers to move conservation forward to protect the
Great Lakes. The network farmers demonstrate that soil health practices like
no-till, cover crops and low disturbance manure applications can work with the
right management and time frames. Demo Farms are trying new practices and
approaches to existing practices that farms can implement on the ground, where
NRCS provides assistance to make their goals reachable. Networks also offer field
days and opportunities for farmer-to-farmer interactions.

The farmers involved in Dane Demo Farms demonstrate leading edge conservation
practices and participate in on-farm research. The participating farms have been
experimenting with different conservation practices on their farms for several years
or more, experiencing both successes and challenges along the way. Each farm has
a unique set of interests, needs, and goals; therefore, featured farms represent a
wide array of Dane County agriculture on a variety of landscapes, providing a large
opportunity for research and farmer-to-farmer learning. You can learn more about
the participating farms on the Dane Demo Farms website by going to https://
demofarms.countyofdane.com/meet-the-farmers

Farmers who are interested in participating as a Dane Demonstration Farm are
encouraged to reach out to Agronomist Kim Meyer at the Dane County LWRD at
(608) 445-1474. More contact information can be found by going to 6
https://demofarms.countyofdane.com/Contact-Us.



New Conservation Opportunities: The
Watertown Waterways Improvement Program

By Garrett Hopkins

Rock River Coalition is overjoyed by our deepening relationship with the City of Watertown, and we are
thrilled to announce the launch of the Watertown Waterways Improvement Program (WWIP), a clean

water initiative in collaboration with the City of Watertown, Jefferson County Land & Water Conservation
Department and Rock River Coalition. WWIP will utilize a practice called water quality trading, a cost-effective
and environmentally friendly solution for municipalities that need to meet water quality regulations set by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

Through WWIP, the City of Watertown will reimburse landowners who install conservation practices on

their land such as harvestable vegetated filter strips, vegetated filter strips and grassed waterways. These
conservation practices help reduce pollutants like phosphorus from draining from farms into water sources by
strategically replacing sections of crops with permanent plants that are less inclined to erosion or have deeper
root systems and naturally slow down runoff rates.

In August, the three partnering organizations hosted an invitational kickoff meeting for Jefferson County
landowners. “We had a great turnout,” says Dave Hoffman, Jefferson County’s Resource Conservationist.
Hoffman was a keynote presenter at the meeting and is one of the program’s primary points of contact. “We
had about 30 people show up and I've already had several visits with landowners to see what will work best
on their land. Anytime we can install these features, it really helps Jefferson County’s natural resources.”

While WWIP was firstly created to help improve water resources, the additional benefits are eye opening.
Notably, WWIP will save Watertown millions of dollars. While Watertown will be paying for the conservation
installations, the alternative solution — building brick and mortar stormwater treatment infrastructure — would
exceed $13 million, a figure determined in a 2014 study.

Furthermore, the installations will have exceptional environmental benefits. In particular, landowners can
choose to use native plants for vegetated filter strips, providing much needed habitat for bees, birds,
butterflies, moths, wasps, bats and small mammals. Though
WWIP does not cover the cost for native plants (which cost
roughly three times more than non-natives), Rock River
g Coalition is currently raising money that will be used to
purchase native seeds for this specific purpose. The Rotary Club
of Watertown has already donated $600 for the purchase of
native seeds.

| The Watertown Waterways Improvement Program is an
excellent example of the power of collaboration and the impact
a dedicated group of experts working in partnership with
farmers can make on water conservation. The program is still in
the very early stages, but it will hopefully one day span dozens
of farms across hundreds of acres in Jefferson County. If you

1l or someone you know might be interested in participating,
reach out to Dave Hoffman at 920-674-7115 or dhoffman@
jeffersoncountywi.gov. If you would like to help Rock River
Coalition purchase native seeds, reach out to Becca Dymzarov,
becca@rockrivercoalition.org.

Harvestable buffers are a qualifying conservation
practice that will help reduce nutrient runoff into
surface water.

Photo by Dave Hoffman

Rock River Stormwater Group and RRC Participate in 1st Annual Wisconsin
Stormwater Week
By Ashlee Platta and Courtney Haakenson, Protect Wisconsin Waterways

| Stormwater Week in August 2023.

the City of Watertown.

Become a RRC Member

Memberships are critical in accomplishing
our work. We thank you for your support!

Name

Title

Affiliation

Address

City State
Zip Phone ( )

E-mail

Annual tax-deductible membership fees
Individual memberships begin at the $25 Dragonfly
level. Please consider becoming a Stonefly or Dobsonfly
to make your impact go further.

[J $1000: Stonefly [] $100: Caddisfly
O $500: Dobsonfly [] $50: Mayfly

O $250: Alderfly [ $25: Dragonfly
[J $15: Damselfly (Student/Senior)

[J $50 Affiliates

Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts,
small municipalities and municipal departments.

O $200 Municipal
Provides membership for all municipal departments.
Includes discounts at member events and workshops.

[ $250 Corporate

Additional tax deductible donation
Donations are greatly appreciated

and can be targeted towards specific projects:

[ Please use my donation for

[ Please use where it is needed most

Chapter members — I am a member of the:
[J Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed

[ Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance

[0 Maunesha River Alliance

Please mail this form with check to:
Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Road
Jefferson, WI 53549

Or pay online using PayPal at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.

- The Rock River Stormwater Group and Rock River Coalition, in collaboration with 92 partner organizations from across
| Wisconsin, joined forces to orchestrate a week of statewide educational outreach during the inaugural Wisconsin

The event featured a proclamation from Governor Tony Evers, signifying statewide recognition of Wisconsin’s water bodies’
—— == % | significance and the adverse effects of polluted stormwater runoff. Communities statewide also participated in local events,
=y such as the Rain Gardens and Native Plantings for Water Quality Protection event hosted by the Rock River Coalition and

Members of the Rock River Stormwater Group, along with representatives from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater,
played a pivotal role in planning this year-long event, culminating in a week-long program that generated over 1.7 million
social media impressions and ignited engagement across the state. Dr. Andy Dahl, an Associate Professor of Marketing at
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, expressed, “Wisconsin Stormwater Week exceeded our expectations in its first year.

The level of engagement and support from partners and communities across the state was inspiring. We look forward to
building on this success in the coming years and continuing to promote responsible stormwater management in Wisconsin.”
Stormwater Week featured several educational topics and stormwater campaigns including, “Stormwater 101", rain

collection and rain barrel installation, lawn care, “Leaf-free Streets for Clean Waters”, and “Only Rain Down the Drain".
Communities statewide participated in local events, such Rain Gardens and Native Plantings for Water Quality Protection, hosted by Rock River Coalition and the City

of Watertown.

Although Wisconsin Stormwater Week is past, residents from across the Rock River Basin are encouraged to visit https://protectwiwaterways.org/wi-stormwater-
week/ to learn more about how to help keep stormwater runoff clean, adopt a local storm drain, or explore other community involvement opportunities. 7




Climate Impacts to Wisconsin’s Waters

By Dea Larsen Converse, Communications Director, Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts

A focus on climate impacts to water resources in

Wisconsin from the Wisconsin Initiative on Climate

Change Impacts (WICCI) shows that warming

temperatures and changing precipitation patterns

' are impacting Wisconsin’s wealth of water resources,

» including lakes, rivers, and wetlands. The last two

/. decades have been the warmest on record in Wisconsin
- and the past decade has been the wettest.

What does this mean for lakes in Wisconsin? One

- example is a decline in ice cover and increasing variability
in ice-on and ice-off dates having significant impacts.
From the duration of ice thick enough to be safe for ice
fishing to the increasingly unpredictable timing in annual freezing and thawing dates that set up lake and
tributary environments for fish spawning, climate change is impacting fish and anglers alike. Ultimately,
these changes are reducing the survival of iconic fish like walleye and perch.

"We know that as water warms, it becomes less favorable for walleye, which are a cool-water species. In a
lot of cases the lakes are becoming clearer as the climate changes. That is generally not good for walleye.

They are a low light predator that likes darker stained water, or water that is not ultra-clear.”— Max Wolter,
WDNR Fisheries Biologist

Max explains further that as the climate warms, a very complex interplay of temperature, clarity,
competitive species, and even invasive species like zebra mussels and rusty crayfish can impact temperature
and clarity.

"The warming climate is having an impact on water resources in Wisconsin. We need to increase the
magnitude and urgency of actions to protect and restore habitat and enhance water quality to make
Wisconsin’s waters more resilient to climate change.” — Katie Hein, WICCI Water Resources Working Group

The WICCI Water Resources Working Group recommends helpful actions individuals can take. These include
planting native plants in shoreland areas along rivers and lakes, building rain gardens, and supporting
efforts to protect and restore floodplains and wetlands. Boaters can help reduce stress on aquatic systems
by preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species by keeping boats clean; and protecting near-shore
areas through responsible recreational use, including no-wake boat operation.

There is hope for the future, but it is up to us.

WICCI is a nationally recognized collaboration of scientists and stakeholders working together to help foster
solutions to climate change in Wisconsin. WICCI formed as a partnership between UW-Madison’s Nelson
Institute for Environmental Studies and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in 2007.

Rock River Coalition’s Strategic Plan

Rock River Coalition created a newly published 2022-2025 Strategic Plan to guide us over the next 3-5 years. The
2022-2025 Strategic Plan is based on four main goals, summarized below. The full Strategic Plan, including our vision
and values, is available on our website: https://rockrivercoalition.org/what-we-do/rrc-publications/strategic-plan/.

1. Strengthen internal operations to support growing organization

Rock River Coalition has quickly expanded since 2021. With the increase in staff, revenue, and operational capacity,
RRC has outgrown many of the organizational policies. Our goal is to strengthen Rock River Coalition’s internal
operations, including staff policy and procedures, accounting services, chapter relationships; to establish a committee
of board and staff to lead justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion (JEDI) initiatives; and to support board and staff
engagement and wellbeing.

2. Expand financial resources to ensure sustainability

Rock River Coalition relies heavily on project-specific grants and otherwise restricted funds. It needs more diverse and
expanded financial resources to ensure long-term sustainability and support its ability to grow as an organization. Our
goal is to expand Rock River Coalition income via strategies such as increasing memberships, expanding fundraising
events and donation opportunities, fostering relationships and partnerships that result not only in program growth
but also financial growth, and offering giving options not currently available.

3. Support and expand programming

Rock River Coalition’s foundational program is volunteer stream monitoring. In recent years, Rock River Coalition has
expanded into new program areas, including aquatic invasive species monitoring, prevention, and control; stormwater
education; and restoration. Our goal is to continue supporting Rock River Coalition’s current efforts, including
education and outreach, and to strategically expand new Rock River Coalition projects.

4. Build community and develop partnerships

Partnerships are foundational to Rock River Coalition, forming the basis of many of our programs, providing
resources, and extending our reach. Our goal is to continue developing partnerships with partners that share Rock
River Coalition’s vision; to strengthen Rock River Coalition’s relationships with its volunteers, members, chapters, and
broader community; and especially to seek opportunities to connect with underrepresented populations.

Many thanks to the board of directors, staff, and members who worked diligently to develop this plan. This process included

the following: Board of Directors: Eric Compas, Joe Zakovec, Patricia Cicero, Montgomery Baker;, Susan Josheff, Ashley Roscoe;
Members and Volunteers: Janie Riebe, Suzanne Wade, Rachel Sabre; Staff: Becca Dymzarov, Addie Schlussel. Thank you, Steven
Chmielewski, and Michelle Probst, University of Wisconsin-Extension, for helping to facilitate this process. This strategic plan was
sponsored by WI-Department of Natural Resources, YaharaWINS, University of Wisconsin-Extension, and Rock River Coalition.
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7 =] Follow on Facebook
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for updates!
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We’'re looking for donations! If
you're interested in donating an
item or volunteering email
brooke@rockrivercoalition.org.




