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This fall, Rock River Coalition
received funding from

Lake Koshkonong Wetland
Association to launch a
purple loosestrife biocontrol
program in the Rock River
Basin.

Driving down the highway in
late summer, you may have
noticed pretty dark pink or
purple flowers blooming
along the road. If so,

you've probably seen purple
loosestrife! Native to Europe,
purple loosestrife was
introduced to the US in the
1800s and can now be found
in almost every state. With
each mature plant producing
over a million seeds per year,
purple loosestrife can spread
quickly through wetlands and
crowd out native plants.

Since purple loosestrife is so
widespread, it's unlikely that
we'll ever fully eradicate it
from our watershed. Luckily,
we have a powerful tool

at our disposal to keep this
invasive in check: its insect
enemies.
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Galerucella beetles, which are
also from Europe, eat purple
loosestrife leaves and shoots, but
do not eat or harm native plants.
The beetles don't completely

kill purple loosestrife, but they
cause the plants to be smaller
and produce fewer seeds.

Purple loosestrife infested with
Galerucella beetles “plays nice”
with native plants. Rather than
outcompeting native wetland
plants, it lives in balance with
them.

With help from WDNR and local
partners and volunteers, RRC

will begin raising beetles next
spring. After our brood of young
beetles hatch in the summer, we
will release them into several
purple loosestrife patches around
the basin, including in the
Koshkonong wetlands. Stay tuned
for updates!

One challenge of launching this
program is figuring out where
our largest purple loosestrife

Galerucella beetles chow down on some purple loosestrife.
Photo by Thomas Boisvert.

County.
Photo by Addie Schlussel.

stands are. If you know of any purple
loosestrife patches, especially large
ones with 100 or more plants, you

can help us out by checking whether
that population is recorded on WDNR's
Lakes and AIS Viewer: https://dnrmaps.
wi.gov/H5/?viewer=Lakes_AIS_Viewer.
Zoom into your location, and then pull
up the purple loosestrife data in the
Layers panel on the left by clicking the
checkbox next to “Purple Loosestrife”
under “Invasive Wetland Plants.” If your
purple loosestrife patch doesn’t appear
as a purple shape or checkmark, you can
take a picture of it and report it to us at
addie@rockrivercoalition.org.

Volunteers can also help with other steps
in the biocontrol process: digging up
purple loosestrife plants for our beetle
nursery and collecting and releasing
beetles once they’ve hatched.

Want to help out?

Email us at addie@rockrivercoalition.org
for more information.



Rock River Coalition President’s Message

Riding the waves of the COVID
pandemic has posed many challenges
for all of us — keeping ourselves,
loved ones, and neighbors safe while
trying to regain some normalcy in our
lives.

At the Coalition, I'm cautiously
optimistic that we have found a

way to continue our mission and
achieve some sense of “normal” with
the incredible efforts of our staff,
members, and volunteers.

So far, 2021 has been a good year
for the Coalition: the number of

sites monitored this year (114)
exceed those in 2019 (112), 60 new
volunteers joined us in the Yahara
Basin alone, and we've expanded our
monitoring into Dodge County with 9
new monitoring sites.

Becca Dymzarov’s organizational and
fund-raising skills have increased our
crew to five part- and full-time staff

(an all-time high?) which has greatly
expanded our capacity to extend
existing projects and embark on new
ones.

And, thanks to all that participated
in our first online auction. Addie
Schlussel’s new work on aquatic
invasive species (AIS) — to be
extended into Rock County next year
— led to documenting new exotics

in Token and Allen Creeks. These
early discoveries will be critical to
minimizing the impacts of these
invasive species.

Kara Henderlight has made our

digital newsletter a regular part of

our communications to members and
volunteers, helping to communicate
our successes. And I could go on...but
you'll find many of the details in this
issue’s articles. Read away!

Things are good and heading in the
right direction in the Coalition, and we

hope you're seeing the same signs
of “normal” in your own lives. Stay
safe!

Eric Compas,

RRC Board President
compase@uww.edu
920-397-9821

P.S. Please check out our new
invertebrate-themed membership
levels — find your spirit critter!

2021 Rock River Coalition, Ball Corp, and River Network Cleanup Recap
By: Kara Henderlight, Rock River Coalition

This August, Rock River Coalition, Ball Corp and River Network teamed up to host our second Fort Atkinson cleanup
event. With the health and safety of our volunteers in mind, we provided an opportunity for people to participate
virtually, in-person, or both! Utilizing the Litterati App again this year allowed people to pick up litter and recycling

in their own communities in the Rock River Basin, regardless of location, helping make a bigger impact overall! On
Saturday, August 7, our stream monitor coordinator, Addie, was joined by Rock River Coalition board president, Eric,
and a number of volunteers to clean up the area around Ralph Park in Fort Atkinson. Thanks to support and funding
from Ball Corp and River Network, we were able to provide supplies, prizes for top litter collectors, and a BBQ lunch
from local business Fort88 Smokehouse. We are excited to continue hosting cleanup events and increase the reach and
number of participants, to protect local waterways and keep the Rock River Basin beautiful!

A group of volunteers help clean up the Fort Atkinson, WI area within the Rock River Basin.
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Mission

“To educate and bring together
people of diverse interests to protect
and improve the economic,
environmental, cultural, and recre-
ational resources of the Rock River
Basin in Wisconsin”

PRESIDENT:
Eric Compas
compase@uww.edu

DIRECTORS:

Patricia Cicero, Treasurer
Joe Zakovec, Past President
Montgomery Baker

Susan Josheff

Ashley Roscoe

Executive Director
Becca Dymzarov
becca@rockrivercoalition.org
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& AIS Coordinator

Addie Schlussel
addie@rockrivercoalition.org

Communications & Data
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Kara Henderlight
kara@rockrivercoalition.org
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Kate Jackson
info@rockrivercoalition.org

RRC Bookkeeper
Tara Callis

RRC Address:

864 Collins Road
Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
920-541-6766
www.rockrivercoalition.org

Send change of address to:

info@rockrivercoalition.org

Newsletter Editor:
Suzanne Wade, 608-334-4517
suzanne@rockrivercoalition.org

A letter-sized color version of this
newsletter is available at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.

If you'd prefer a pdf of the
newsletter emailed to you contact
info@rockrivercoalition.org.

RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization, providing equal opportunity in
employment & programming.




Conservation in Partnership with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service

By Aashna Sawhney, NRCS Public Affairs CAPAL Intern

Conservation partnerships are one of
the mechanisms that allow farmers to
exchange information and overcome
the many issues that threaten their
crop yields, decrease profitability of
their lands, and put pressure on their
livelihoods. Among others, farmers
across the country are faced with
three major issues: soil erosion,
climate change, and a growing
population.

First, with nearly half of the topsoil
on the planet being lost in the past
150 years, farmers face loss of land
suitable for growing crops, increased
flooding, loss of soil structure, and
soil quality degradation—impacts
which have led to the U.S agriculture
sector having lost billions of dollars
per year and farms having lost
substantial income annually due to
this issue alone.

Second, with extreme weather
events, rising average temperatures,
more frequent and widespread forest
fires associated with a changing
climate, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) noted producers
have faced declining yields and
higher costs as they are forced to
adapt to new conditions.

Third, with the global population
expected to reach over 9 billion

in 2050, University experts have
estimated that global agriculture
production needs to be increased
by around 60-70 percent from the
current levels to meet the increased
food demand in 2050, requiring an
increase in productivity.

Farmers and landowners can

help mitigate these challenges by
taking practical steps on their land,
like implementing conservation
practices. Soil health practices, such
as diversified crop rotations, cover
crops, and no-till farming enhance
soil organic matter, minimize soil
disturbance, and increase soil fertility,
leading to more productive land with
optimal yields.

In fact, according to a USDA survey
about cover crops gathering 1,900
farmer responses, corn and soybean
farmers across the nation saw an
increase in yields thanks in part to
adoption of soil health practices.
Further, according to Cornell
University data, farmers using
conservation agriculture technologies
typically report higher yields with
fewer inputs of water, fertilizer and
labor, thereby resulting in more
efficient use of resources.

Field day participants learn soil health principles from NRCS staff in a cover crop field.

Soil health is the continued capacity
of a soil to function as a vital, living
ecosystem that sustains plants,
animals, and humans. The soil
health principles are (1) minimize
disturbance, (2) maximize soil cover,
(3) maximize biodiversity, and (4)
maximize presence of living roots.

These principles can be implemented
with on-the-ground soil health
practices such as no-till adoption
and cover crops, which can increase
soil water availability to plants by
reducing evapotranspiration and
building soil structure. Higher water
availability protects soil habitat
against weather extremes, changing
climates, the need for irrigation, and
is amongst the many benefits of
healthy, functioning soils.

The USDA's Natural Resources
Conservation Service’s (NRCS)
vision is a world of clean and
abundant water, healthy soils,
resilient landscapes and thriving
agricultural communities through
voluntary conservation. To pursue
this vision, the NRCS works with
private landowners and agricultural
producers to promote and deliver
conservation solutions that protect
natural resources while supplying a
growing world with food, fiber, and
fuel.

The NRCS in Wisconsin provides
farmers and forest landowners

with free technical assistance,
which includes site assessments,
conservation planning, and
conservation practice design.
Financial assistance is also available
to qualified applicants through a host
of programs that help producers
implement conservation on private
lands.

The Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) provides financial and
technical assistance to agricultural
producers and non-industrial forest
managers to address natural resource
concerns and deliver environmental
benefits such as improved water

and air quality, conserved ground

and surface water, increased soil
health and reduced soil erosion and
sedimentation, improved or created
wildlife habitat, and mitigation against
drought and increasing weather
volatility.

The Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) recognizes the

good conservation already being
implements on an operation and asks
farmers to take conservation one step
further by implementing additional
conservation activities. Whether

you are looking to improve grazing
conditions, increase crop resiliency,
or develop wildlife habitat, NRCS can
custom design a CSP plan to help
farmers meet their goals.

Through NRCS’s diverse host of
programs, producers across the
country are partnering to witness
significant improvements on their
land. Farmers, such as producer
Justin Duell, from Larsen, Wisconsin,
partnered with NRCS to revitalize his
lands through conservation. Justin
partnered with NRCS to revitalize

his pasture and set up a managed
rotational grazing operation on his
farm. Deirdre Birmingham, an organic
orchard grower, from Mineral Point,
Wisconsin, offers advice for new
farmers thinking about working with
NRCS “I've used many of the NRCS
programs and greatly appreciate the
assistance. Know what your goals
are for your farm and what you are

trying to achieve and see how some
of the NRCS programs might help you
to work on the natural resource part
of that. NRCS will offer you resources
through programs that will help you
achieve your farming goals and your
natural resource conservation goals—
farming is dependent on good quality
diverse natural resources.”

To find your nearest USDA Service
Center visit http://www.farmers.gov/
service-center-locator, and contact
your local NRCS to discuss your vision
for your land and which programs
would best fit your unique farm needs
and goals.

NRCS will help you develop a
conservation plan, a roadmap for
how conservation can work for you.
The conservation plan is created as
a partnership between NRCS and the
landowner or land manager focusing
on their goals and objectives.

NRCS will even help you apply for
practices, walking you through the
application process for financial
assistance programs. The NRCS is
committed to helping people help the
land and the agency looks forward to
helping farmers and landowners meet
their diverse needs and goals.

Visit the NRCS Wisconsin website

at www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov for more
information about the resources and
programs offered, then contact your
local USDA Service Center today to
get started!

Author Aashna Sawhney

USDA  united states
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2021 Stream Monitoring Update

By Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring and AIS Coordinator

Stream monitoring by the numbers

After a year of reduced
monitoring due to COVID-19,
it has been a relief to get
back out in the field! Both
returning and new volunteer
monitors have been excited
to get out of the house and
into their streams.

We hosted six training
workshops this spring and
welcomed over 60 new
volunteers to the RRC —
possibly a record number!
We've been joined by
environmental professionals,
farmers, college students,
and folks who just want

| to help protect our waters.
It's been a joy meeting and
training this diverse group of
passionate people.

With this influx of new
volunteers, we've restored our
monitoring program to pre-
pandemic levels, with over
170 volunteers monitoring
| 114 sites this year. Volunteers
§ at 56 sites also collected
samples that are analyzed
® for nutrients like nitrogen
and phosphorus. Madison
Metropolitan Sewerage District
analyzed 44 of these samples
o through the Yahara Watershed
| Improvement Network (Yahara
5 WINS), which supports our
monitoring work in the Yahara
BT River Watershed.

L e ik

John and Jacob Curtin practice measuring dissolved
oxygen at a training in Waunakee.
Photo by Addie Schlussel.
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Jason Pitzer, Maunesha River Alliance treasurer and
new stream monitor, collects macroinvertebrates on the
Maunesha River.

Photo by Addie Schlussel.

Bt «> Stream monitoring in Dodge
County

| 2021 also marked the beginning
of our Dodge County expansion
project. Dodge County makes
up the majority of the Upper
Rock River Basin, but volunteer
stream monitoring in the county
has been limited. With support
from Wisconsin Department

of Natural Resources

(WDNR) Surface Water Grant
program, the James E. Dutton
Foundation, and the We Energy Foundation, we have begun to establish a
stronger presence in the county.

Anne Miller, Rock County Conservation Specialist,
shows new stream monitors the impact of soil
conservation practices on water quality.

Photo by Addie Schlussel.

So far, we have trained nine volunteers, who are collecting baseline data (such
as transparency and dissolved oxygen) at five sites and phosphorus samples at
nine sites. These sites are in the Wildcat Creek and Lake Sinissippi watersheds,
two watersheds for which Dodge County’s Land and Water Conservation
Department recently completed Watershed Implementation Plans.

These plans provide a framework for meeting the watersheds’ goals for total
phosphorus and sediment, which are elevated primarily due to agricultural
runoff. By collecting phosphorus samples, our volunteers are helping to
establish a “baseline,” the amount of phosphorus in the streams now while we
are still at the beginning of our watershed improvement work. As practices to
reduce nutrient levels are implemented, continued phosphorus monitoring will
show improvements in water quality or indicate that more work is needed.

Staying vigilant for invasive species

As the folks with their boots in the water, our monitors are often the first to
notice when something is wrong with their stream. We started off this monitoring
season with a discovery of New Zealand mudsnails at a Token Creek site recently
adopted by returning volunteers Allan Zaspel and Dave Pond.

New stream monitors learn how to measure stream flow at a training in Waterloo.
Photo by Patricia Cicero

This was the first time the invasive snail was found in the Madison lakes’
watershed. Because of its small size and ability to survive for weeks out of water,
the snail can easily hitchhike on watercraft and fishing gear, causing concerns
that it may spread elsewhere in the area. But now that we know the snail is in
Token Creek, we can educate people who use the creek about how to clean their
gear to prevent the spread of the snails.

Jeanne Scherer, UW-Extension AIS Outreach Coordinator, and her monitoring
partner Nancy Stanford made our other new AIS finds of the year while doing
volunteer stream monitoring on Allen Creek in Jefferson County. They found
curly-leaf pondweed and a rusty crayfish. Both species are somewhat common in
Wisconsin but hadn‘t been documented on Allen Creek before.

We appreciate our volunteers’ vigilance — you help us stay on top of the ever-
moving target of invasive species in our watershed!

A Big Thanks!
T se=mmmes Monitoring water quality in the Rock River
I*ﬂ.m Basin really is a community effort! We are
; - | so grateful to our partners at Yahara WINS,
4 WDNR, UW-Extension, and the Jefferson,
& Rock, Dodge and Waukesha County Land
and Water Conservation Departments.

And of course, a big thank you to all of our
= volunteer stream monitors! You get your feet
:| wet and your hands dirty, you brave muck
and chilly water, and you speak up for our
streams.

We couldn’t do what we do without the data
you collect and the stories that you share.
The Rock River Basin is lucky to have you
telling its story, and we are lucky to have you
as volunteers!

Bruce Ward and Garrett Hopkins
sample for macroinvertebrates at
a training in Waterloo.

Photo by Patricia Cicero.

Thank you!




Wisconsin DNR Publishes Updated DNR Water Conditions List:
How Does It Impact the Rock River Basin?

By: Kara Henderlight, Addie Schlussel Rock River Coalition

Every two years the Clean Water

Act (CWA) requires state agencies

to publish a list of water quality
findings, determining which ones meet
standards set by the government,
and which ones do not. This includes
impaired waters, restoration waters
and healthy waters. Recently, the
Wisconsin DNR (WDNR) published its
findings in the 2022 Water Conditions
List.

In the state of Wisconsin, more than
80% of lakes and rivers are considered
healthy, in a trend that seems to be
improving across the state. On the
other end, 92 new bodies of water

or segments have been placed on

the impaired list. As a result, these
require a restoration plan to mitigate
and improve the quality to acceptable
standards.

In addition to the status (impaired,
restoration and healthy) of
waterbodies, pollutants are also
listed. In the recent publishing, 115
new pollutants were identified and
proposed.

The majority of these are for
phosphorus and bacteria, but it also
includes E. coli, which is a relatively
new criterion. Of these 115, 11 bodies
of water will be directly placed on
the restoration list, because they are
covered by an existing restoration
plan. The plans, in the form of Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) reports,
tell us the limits and levels that are
acceptable for safe and clean waters.
On the positive side, 22 listings

will be removed, many of those for
phosphorus and sediment.

Rock River Coalition volunteer stream monitor training, Waunakee, W/

How does this impact the Rock
River Basin? You may remember
the recent testing on Badfish Creek
due to unacceptable levels of E. coli
or you have likely seen the influx of
algal blooms on the lakes around
Madison each year. Even more
recently, the concerning levels of
(Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances) PFAS on Starkweather
Creek and Lake Monona is starting
to hit the news. These are all due to
the aforementioned pollutants, which
impact our access and use of clean,
safe water.

The data collected by Rock River
Coalition (RRC) stream monitor
volunteers also contributes directly to

this water conditions list. All water
quality data that RRC collects is
entered in the WDNR's database,
where it is used by WDNR scientists
who determine which waterbodies
are impaired and for what pollutants.
This year, Sixmile Creek and the West
Branch of Starkweather Creek are
being listed as contaminated with
total phosphorus. This listing follows
years of dedicated nutrient sampling
by our volunteers, with support

from Yahara WINS and the Madison
Metropolitan Sewerage District.

Wildcat Creek and Neda Creek in
Dodge County are also being newly
listed for total phosphorus pollution.
While our volunteers just began

monitoring those streams this year,
their continued testing in future years
will hopefully show progress as work
is done to reduce nutrient runoff.

In addition to the waterbodies

more familiar to us, Addie, our
stream monitoring coordinator, put
together the following list containing
all of the newly listed waterbodies
(including their pollutants) that are
located within the Rock River Basin,
including the two recent removals.
Familiarize yourself with this list and
those waters closest to where you
live, recreate, or work, so you can
safely navigate and be an informed
consumer.

NEWLY LISTED:

Lake Koshkonong: E. coli, Lake
Mendota: E. coli, Lake Monona: E.
coli and PFOS, Lake Ripley: E. coli,
Mud Creek: total phosphorus, Neda
Creek: total phosphorus, Rock Creek:
total phosphorus, Rock Lake: E. coli,
Rock River: E. coli, Sixmile Creek:
total phosphorus, Spring Brook:

total phosphorus, Spring Brook (a
different one): E. coli, Starkweather
Creek: E. coli and PFOS, West
branch, Starkweather Creek: total
phosphorus and PFOS, Tiedemans
Pond: total phosphorus, Unnamed
trib to Turtle Creek: total phosphorus,
Unnamed trib to Wildcat Creek: total
phosphorus, Wildcat Creek: total
phosphorus, Wingra Creek: E. coli

RECENTLY REMOVED:

Yahara River: chloride, Lake Mendota:
PCBs

Save the Date:

2022 Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers Convention
Theme: Protecting What We Love For the Future

April 6-8, Stevens Point

After two years of virtual Conventions, we are looking forward

to gathering in person for the 2022 Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers
Convention, scheduled for April 6-8 in Stevens Point. For 2022, we
are structuring the Convention around the theme: Protecting What
We Love for the Future. We invite presenters to join us to share
research and experience focusing on: addressing fish and wildlife

habitat loss through restoration and other efforts, managing invasive
species through citizen monitoring and education, monitoring and
protecting water resources, mitigating climate consequences through
resiliency, adaptation, and action, and increasing the functionality of
organizations. Throughout these sessions, we encourage highlights of
efforts and ideas that support diversity, equity, and inclusion in water
resource protection and management.



GrateWorks For Your River
Initiative by The Rock River Trail

By Therese Oldenburg, Rock River Trail co-coordinator
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The Rock River Trail is developing

a new program called “GrateWorks

For Your River” to engage citizens in
adopting and clearing storm sewers

all up and down the Rock River. It is
modeled after storm sewer adoption
programs many communities are doing
across the U.S.

Personal experience has spurred me
to initiate this program. In August I
kayaked from Beloit to Rockton, IL and
witnessed more trash than I've seen
in my 10 years of being on the Rock
River. I live in Beloit and see so much
more trash discarded in the gutter and
clustered around the storm sewers,
than I've ever seen before. I manage
Nature At The Confluence which sits
at the confluence of the Rock River
and Turtle Creek. My staff continually

cleans up all the waterways, but on
Kelly Creek, a Rock River tributary
spring that is commingled with
storm water, we see the immediate
impact when garbage is flushed
into the creek after a storm. We've
removed well over 200 Ibs. of
garbage in the last 6 months before
it reached the Rock River.

We hope to have this program
completely launched by Spring
2022 by engaging partners such as
Rock River Coalition, River Network,
Nature At The Confluence, Friends
of Turtle Creek, government entities
and other user groups. For further
information please contact info@
rockrivertrail.com

Join Friends of the Glacial Heritage Area to Help
Conserve Beautiful Southeastern Wisconsin!

Friends of the Glacial Heritage Area supports the ecosystems and recreational
areas of southeastern Wisconsin, with current efforts focused within Jefferson
County. Our goal is to reach a broad audience to encourage activities and
actions that preserve, protect and promote environmental stewardship and
ecological stability. We welcome anyone living in or around Jefferson County
with a shared interest in our natural resources, conservation, and wants to
work with like-minded individuals, to please join us! If you are interested in
preserving the future of our part of the planet, please contact Frankie Fuller at

frankiefullerl0@gmail.com.

Friends of
Glacial
Heritage
Area

Salt a Permanent Pollutant

By Allison Madison

Every bag of salt that we put into a water softener passes through our
wastewater treatment plants and into local fresh water. If you are on private
septic and use a salt-based softener, the salt infiltrates into ground water. In
both surface water and groundwater, salt is a permanent pollutant.

This summer, WI Salt Wise partnered with Madison Boats to temporarily install
water softener buoys on Lake Wingra. Tyler Leeper and Allison Madison from
Madison Boats and WI Salt Wise, respectively, were thrilled to land interviews
with both Channel 3000 and the WI State Journal. The goal of the installation
was to increase awareness that conventional salt-based water softeners pollute
freshwater.

To clarify, water softener salt used in the Madison area doesn't enter Lake
Wingra, but it is discharged with treated wastewater into Badfish Creek and
Badger Mill Creek where it stresses freshwater organisms. Over 40 wastewater
treatment plants in Wisconsin’s hardwater regions are operating under chloride
variances (meaning they discharge more salt than we know is healthy into
fresh water). When the DNR grants variances, they ask wastewater treatment
plants to educate community members around salt pollution and reduce salt
use. Meanwhile, we're salting our freshwater. Ready to take action? Visit www.
wisaltwise.com to take a water softener self-diagnostic and see if your softener
is Salt Wise or, better yet, read up on salt-free alternatives.

These recycled water softener buoys have been placed on Lake Wingra to bring
awareness to the risk salt plays in water quality. 6



Dodge County Success from the Field:
The Definition of Innovators

Written by Dodge County NRCS Service Center Staff

Background: Nancy
Kavazanjian and
Charlie Hammer,
farming together

as Hammer &
Kavazanjian Farms,
operate over 1,950
| acres in Dodge
County, Wisconsin.
Together, they have
been and continue to
be active members of
the local agricultural
community. They
enjoy focusing

on learning and
implementing new
practices, while they
advocate for soil and
water conservation

i and sustainable
agriculture.

Highlights: Nancy
and Charlie
recognized early

on, the importance
of protecting the

¥& bee population.

| They partnered

i with the USDA
Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) and the
USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA) to implement pollinator habitat across their operation. They utilized the NRCS Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP) and the FSA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to help meet their
conservation goals. They continue to increase wildlife habitat by providing acres of overwinter wildlife food
sources.

Pollinator habitat thriving on farm

As innovators, Nancy and Charlie do not take a wait and see approach to conservation. Currently, through
the CSP, they are adapting their management to reduce the risk of nutrient loss through precision agriculture
technology and remote monitoring. They are also taking their pesticide management to the next level with
improved integrated pest management planning and increased refuge plantings to slow resistance in Bt
crops. Long-time no-tillers, they are adding cover crops to more of their rotation, experimenting with mixes,
timing and inter-seeding. Nancy and Charlie are always willing to share their experiences and
knowledge by hosting and presenting at local workshops and field days.

Future Plans: Supporting the local Fox Lake district and partnering with private engineers,
Nancy and Charlie are working on a phosphorus mitigation system to capture and store excess
mobile-P before entering into the nearby Fox Lake watershed. These are just a few examples of
the ways in which Nancy and Charlie support their community and grow their operation.

Nancy and Charlie have been partnering with USDA for over 15 years. Their commitment to
education, hard work and a willingness to try new things has been on-going and continues
today, providing conservation benefits now and into the future.

U S DA United States

ﬁ' Department of

Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Become a RRC Member

Memberships are critical in accomplishing
our work. We thank you for your support!

Name

Title

Affiliation

Address

City State
Zip Phone ( )

E-mail

Annual tax-deductible membership fees
Individual memberships begin at the $25 Dragonfly
level. Please consider becoming a Stonefly or Dobsonfly
to make your impact go further.

[J $1000: Stonefly [] $100: Caddisfly
[0 $500: Dobsonfly [ $50: Mayfly
[ $250: Alderfly [ $25: Dragonfly
[J $15: Damselfly (Student/Senior)

[0 $50 Affiliates
Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts,
small municipalities and municipal departments.

[J $125 Municipal
Provides membership for all municipal departments.
Includes discounts at member events and workshops.

[ $250 Corporate

Additional tax deductible donation
Donations are greatly appreciated

and can be targeted towards specific projects:

[ Please use my donation for

[J Please use where it is needed most

Chapter members — I am a member of the:
[ Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed

[ Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance

O Maunesha River Alliance

Please mail this form with check to:
Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Road
Jefferson, WI 53549

Or pay online using PayPal at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.

(L to R) Charlie Hammer and Nancy Kavazanjian next to their farm sign. 7




Searching for Board Members

The Rock River Coalition is currently seeking additional board members. Board member responsibilities
include meeting on a fixed schedule, making decisions on strategic planning and playing a central role in
actions the Coalition takes on various issues in the future. If you are interested, please send an email to
Becca Dymzarov at becca@rockrivercoaliton.org.

- i re
West Branch of Rock River — Peachy Road

Photo by Addie Schlusse

Farmers Pitch in to Protect Water Quality

Many farmers in the Basin are working to protect soil health and water quality by investing in cover crops.
While this is true through the Rock River Basin, there is a cohesive effort going on in both Dane and Dodge
counties. Read more about this effort on pages 3 and 7.

-

Soil health practices, like cover crops, can prevent soil and wind erosion, improve soil’s physical and biological properties, supply
nutrients, suppress weeds, improve the availability of soil water, and break pest cycles along with various other benefits.

Bait Shop Outreach and Drive-
by Botany: RRC’s New Aquatic
Invasive Species Program

By Addie Schlussel, Stream Monitoring and AIS
Coordinator

Rock River Coalition expanded into new territory
this year with the launch of its aquatic invasive
species (AIS) program. With support from
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource’s
(WDNR) Lakes Monitoring and Protection
Network, RRC has begun working on AIS
prevention and early detection in Dodge County.

To start this program off right, we've focused

on building the connections necessary for any
watershed-wide effort. We've spoken with

local lake groups and other interest groups to
educate them about available AIS resources and
get their feedback on AIS priorities.

We have also begun to reach out to community
members and businesses about AIS issues. For
instance, by distributing educational materials
to bait shops, we hope to inform local anglers
and boaters about how they can prevent the
spread of invasive species by cleaning their
gear, draining water from their boats, and
appropriately using live bait.

Another focus of our work this year has been
documenting populations of AIS in Dodge
County. WDNR tracks known locations of AIS
statewide, but because Dodge County has not
had funding for AIS work recently, many AIS in
the county are underreported. We've been filling
in this data gap, even if it means doing “drive-
by botany” and taking U-turns to snap photos of
new purple loosestrife patches! By documenting
AIS, we're collecting information that we

can use to focus our future efforts, like our
upcoming purple loosestrife biocontrol program.
(See the article on page 1!)

We have been learning a lot about AIS this
year, and we are looking forward to getting
volunteers involved in this work! From searching
for AIS on lakes and streams to educating
boaters about AIS prevention steps, there are
plenty of ways to help.

If you're interested, contact Addie at
addie@rockrivercoalition.org for more
information.

Confluence Coming in 2022

While we would love to gather and share about
the ongoing efforts in water conservation
around Wisconsin, we will be delaying our bien-
nial Confluence event until 2022.

This decision did not come lightly, but we feel
that we should be abundantly cautious given the
uncertainty of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

In the meantime, keep up the great work and
we will see you next year!




