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Introduction

A planning effort that involved neighbors, non
government organizations, local officials and many
interested citizens has concluded with the
completion of a comprehensive conservation plan
(CCP} for Horicon National Wildife Refuge and Fox
River National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service approved the plan and is
making it available online at- httpo/iwww fws. gov/
midwest/planning/horicon.html

Paper copies and compact disks with an
electronic version of the CCP are also available.
Please call the Refuge at 920/387-2658 to request a
copy or CD-Rom. Copies of the CCP are also
available for review at Horicon NWR and at
libraries in Beaver Dam, Fox Lake, Mayville, [ron
Ridge, Juneau, Oakfield, Waupun, and Horicon.

The comprehensive conservation plan is intended
to outline how the Refuge will fulfill its legal
purpose and contribute to the National Wildlife
Refuge System’s wildlife, habitat and public use
goals. The plan articulates management goals for
the next 15 years and specifies the objectives and
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strategies needed to accomplish these goals. While
the planned future condition is long-term. we
anticipate that the plan will be reviewed and, if
needed, updated every 5 to 10 years based on
information gained through monitoring habitat and
wildlife, as well as recreational usage.

While comprehensive conservation plans outline
management direction, they do not constitute a
commitment for staffing increases, operational and
maintenance increases, or funding for future land
acquisition.

Vital Statistics
Horicon NWR

Horicon Marsh is the largest freshwater cattail
marsh in the United States, consisting of some
32,000 acres. The marsh is 14 miles long and 3 to §
miles wide and has been classified as a palustrine
system dominated by persistent emergent
vegetation and floating vascular aguatic beds. The
southern one-third of the marsh is managed by the
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8.725 linear feet ( 32.2 acres) of grassed buffer ( yellow )
composed of native grasses and forbs, installed by
landowner along and adjacent to Oak Center Creek
provides for water quality protection and adds upland
wildlife nesting cover. Oak Center Creek flows directly
into the Horicon National Wildlife Refuse. Conservation
Reserve Program acreage installed ( red ) provides

new wetlands and upland nesting cover adjacent to
wetlands utilized by waterfowl and upland game birds.
All identified acreage complements acreage owned and
managed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service to the east
for waterfowl production.
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5,175 linear feet of grassed buffer ( yellow ) composed of
native grasses and forbs, installed Dy landowner along

and adjacent to the South Branch of the Rock River

and adjacent wetlands provide for water quality protection

( sediment and nutrients ), and, provide upland wildlife habitat.



V'

Three adjacent landowners utilized the COnserv '
Reserve Enhancement Program (buffers) (yello
the Conservation Reserve Program ( native gras
upland habitat ) ( red ), and the State Acres for
‘Wildlife Enhancement Program ( native grassifo
upland habitat ) ( orange ) to provide water quali
improvement to Ladoga Creek ( tributary to the
West Branch of the Rock River ). Acreage inclu
2,650 linear feet of buffers, 41 acres of CRP, and
62 acres of SAFE. All acreages contracted and
installed from 2008 throught 2010.
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Ground view of grass buffer established along the South
Branch of the Rock River immediately adjacent to one of
the monthly monitoring sites for water quality in the
Upper Rock River Watershed Water Quality Project area.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS - UPPER ROCK RIVER WATERSHED WATER QUALITY PROJECT

EXFANDED WATERSHED PROJECT AREA INCLUDING DODGE
AND FOND DU LAC COUNTIES (AUGUST 1, 2006 - MARCH 31, 2011)

FOND DU LAC OOUNTY ODGE DOUNTY
B/LO6-T/08  BALADE - 12731709 Bf1/06 - 373172011 F1/06 - 741,00 Ef1/706 - 12/31/09 Bf1/06 - 3/31/2011

CONTACTS

INDIVIDUWALS 316 327 345 BT 1oz 120

MULITPLES

[2+ CONTACTS) 186 158 227 2B 43 20

TRACTS EVALUATED TI6 746 763 23E 257 282
BEUFFERS
DISCUSSED 213, 70040 5mi. 234 640" /44 dmi. 253 933" /48 1mi T80T 2mi. 54, 70010 3mi. 59.490'11 3ma
PLANNED 213, 700740 5mi. 234,640/ 44 / dmi. 253 933" /48 1mi 7500 /T 2mii. 54, 700" 10 3mi. 59.490°f11 Imd
CONTRACTED 85,1256 Ami.  ET.375'/16.5mi. 52 305'F17 Smi
INSTALLED: 85,125 /16.Ami.  E5.125'/16.1mi. B5.125'f16 1mi
COMMITTED TO CONTRACT 15, 700"/ 3.0mi. 15, 706" 3.0mi
HUTRIENT MGMT. PLANS
PLANNED 20,652 ac. 22.TBE o 26,778 ac 1,580 ac 2.B16 =c. 13.73E ac.
INSTALLED: 20,4549 ac. 21625 ac. 24275 ac 1,580 ac 2,816 ac. 13,73E ac.
CONSERVATION PLANS/REVISIONS
[Cropland) 26,573 ac. 2E. 396 ac. 33318 ac 1874 ac 3051 ac. B.E63 ac.
[Pasture] 1317 ac. 1.317 ac. 1317 ac.
aHELLOWY WATER SREAS
PLAMNNED 23 2B 33 1 z 3
INSTALLED: 17 0 24 (1] o 1
LELAND WILDLIFE MESTING DOGER
PLANNED 29/45/ac. 263 ac.
INSTALLED: 264410 zc. 2763 ac.
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