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In 2012, water leaving 
the Madison Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) 
was found to fall short 
of quality standards 
newly established by the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (WDNR). 
Phosphorus overload in the 

Yahara Watershed wasn’t 
attributable to one origin 
- agricultural runoff, urban 
stormwater and wastewater 
treatment plant discharges 
were all shared sources. 
However, by law, it was 
MMSD that was faced with 
the immediate challenge of 
reducing phosphorus from 
the its’ treatment plant.

MMSD had the option to 
improve its fi ltration – to 
spend millions of dollars on 
new equipment to reduce 
phosphorous by the fraction 
of a percent required. Or 
the alternative – to prevent 
phosphorus production at 
the source, keeping it from 
entering the watershed in 
the fi rst place. MMSD opted 
for the alternative – a more 
challenging solution with 
greater potential results. 

The Yahara Watershed 
Improvement Network 
(Yahara WINs), carefully 
coordinated by MMSD, is 
now nationally recognized 
for its success. Yahara 

WINs is a multi-member 
partnership committed to 
reducing phosphorus in 
the Rock River Basin. The 
initiative includes cities, 
counties, towns, wastewater 
treatment plants, agricultural 
producers and environmental 
groups; from individuals to 
communities; from upstream 
to downstream.

Consolidating community 
partnerships and launching 
Yahara WINs required a 
unique alchemy of wisdom, 
timing, and skill. Since the 
beginning, MMSD recognized 
that signifi cant success 
would require signifi cant 
commitment from across the 
landscape. “It was more than 
just the partners that had to 
be there: we knew that for 
the holistic solution to work, 
it was everyone that needed 
to be at the table,” says 
Martye Griffi n, Director of 
Ecosystem Services, MMSD. 

One of the earliest partners 
was the Dane County 
Land and Water Resources 
Department. “They were 
our initial broker to working 
with people outside of our 
geographic boundaries,” says 
Kathy Lake, Environmental 
Specialist with MMSD. The 
initial four-year pilot program 
in 2013 rapidly transitioned 
to a 20-year adaptive 
management project that 
began in 2017. 

The Rock River Coalition 
(RRC) has been a critical 
Yahara WINs partner and 
collaborator since the pilot 
project began in 2013. 
Adaptive Management 
requires consistent and 
continued stream monitoring 
to evaluate its success. In 
partnership with the DNR 
and UW-Extension, RRC has 

Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District, Environmental Specialist Kathy 
Lake, left and Director of Ecosystem Services Martye Griffi n, right, interview 
with Rock River Coalition. 

Photo by Brooke Alexander

Wastewater treatment, Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District 
Photo by Brooke Alexander 

Yahara WINs and the Rock 
River Coalition have been 
working together for over 
eight years. The following 
interview with Madison 
Metropolitan Sewerage District 
illuminates the origins of 
their collaboration and their 
success.  

Watershed Partnerships: Yahara WINs and the RRC
By Brooke Alexander, Rock River Coalition

Story continued on Page 2.
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“To educate and bring together 
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Basin in Wisconsin”
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Jefferson, WI 53549-1976
920-541-6766
www.rockrivercoalition.org
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info@rockrivercoalition.org
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Suzanne Wade, 608-334-4517
suzanne@rockrivercoalition.org

A letter-sized color version of this 
newsletter is available at
www.rockrivercoalition.org.

If you’d prefer a pdf of the 
newsletter emailed to you contact 
info@rockrivercoalition.org.

RRC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t  
organization, providing equal opportunity in 

employment & programming. 

TTY: 711 for Wisconsin Relay

If you need special accommodation for 
programs please contact the RRC at least 

two weeks in advance.

Rock River Coalition President’s Message
This last quarter has been a busy 
one for the Coalition. We’re making 
several long-term investments in 
our future: making our team more 
effi cient, improving our ability to 
communicate with our members 
and volunteers, and building the 
infrastructure to grow. For those 
Stephen Covey fans, we’re tackling 
lots of tasks in the “important but not 
urgent” quadrant.  

First, we’re implementing a new 
database for member relations, which 
will give more consistency to our 
emails and letters and make annual 
renewals simpler and more cost 
effective. 

Second, Brooke Alexander, our 
part-time designer, has developed a 
“style guide” so our publications and 
communications will have a consistent 
look and feel.

Third,  we’re changing our 
communication strategy. We’ll be 
reducing the number of newsletters 

been coordinating volunteer stream monitoring since 
2002. It provides the necessary baseline monitoring. “We 
need to have that in-stream quality data...those long-term 
trends are going to be very important for how we focus 
as we go forward,” says Kathy Lake. Month-to-month and 
year-to-year the Yahara Watershed is under citizen science 
stewardship.

The collaboration between RRC and Yahara WINs is 
mutually benefi cial. RRC has managed to increase its 
number of volunteers thanks in part to fi nancial support 
from Yahara WINs. MMSD recognizes the value of this 
community collaboration in addressing landscape goals. 
“People are now recognizing that government can’t do it 
alone […], — that this community component this is valid. 
We’re just building on that and utilizing all the resources 
that we have,” says Martye Griffi n. Citizen science is not 
only fi lling in the gaps left by insuffi cient resources but 
furthering the accomplishments of professional research. 
“We have a lot of [water] quality parameters that we 
wouldn’t have gotten as part of this project without the 
volunteers,” says Kathy Lake.  

The most critical part of a long-term project is maintaining 
momentum. “It’s a continual cycle to keep people on 

Watershed Partnerships: Yahara WINs and the RRC Continued
board,” says Martye Griffi n. With grant funding from 
the Yahara WINs Partnership, RRC is able to dedicate 
resources to strategic communications. In-depth 
narrative and place-based stories will help to foster 
citizen engagement. “It’s important to give context to 
this long-term project,” says Kathy Lake. “We’re going 
to get there, but we don’t have the whole roadmap 
today. The whole process itself is adaptive.” Successful 
storytelling helps to further the goals of both RRC and 
Yahara WINs — increasing public support for watershed 
improvement all-together.

Adaptive management makes Wisconsin unique. Seven 
years ago, it was a new thing. “Adaptive management 
was something that hadn’t been tried or tested and no 
one had tackled it,” says Kathy Lake. Wisconsin stepped 
up. The partnership was launched without proof or 
predecessor. But its success has been propelled like 
leaves on a stream after storm – quickly and without 
looking back. What lead the original partners to believe 
in its potential? It was the momentum. “...A lot of 
different people, a lot of different organizations, and the 
ability to work together,” says Martye Griffi n. “Trust.”       

to two a year and increasing our 
use of social media and our website 
to publicize news and events in the 
basin.

Finally, we’ve started work on a new 
website with volunteers from UW-
Madison to simplify and modernize 
our presence on the web – something 
that’s been sorely needed with the 
growing (and sometimes out-of-date) 
content on the site. Brooke is also 
working on a new interactive map to 
better show all our monitoring sites 
across the basin.

So, what does that mean for you as 
a member? It means we’re doing 
our best as a Board to stretch your 
membership and donation dollars 
to be as effective as possible, and 
we’re preparing for our organization’s 
long-term future. We also want you to 
know that our work is now, more than 
ever, worth your time, your efforts, 
and your contributions.

If you have any questions about 
these investments and changes or 
have any additional suggestions for 
us to improve our operations, please 
reach out to me.

Enjoy the emerging signs of spring! 

–Eric Compas
Eric  Compas
RRC Board President
compase@uww.edu
920-397-9821 

Fort Atkinson Rock River Clean-Up June 13, 2020
Save-the-date! 

Join us on June 13th to clean-up the Rock River in Fort Atkinson, WI. River Network and The Ball 
Foundation have teamed up to host volunteer river cleanup and recycling events across the United 
States. 

The Rock River Coalition, Rock River Trail and Jefferson County are working together to plan and host 
the event.  

More information can be found at rivernetwork.org/connect-learn/ball. 

Registration will open soon!

Together we can restore our local waterways. 
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It’s that time of year when our thoughts turn to spring, and at the Rock River 
Coalition, our minds turn to all the streams that still need volunteers collecting 
monthly samples. This citizen science work is critical to the Rock River Coalition 
mission. Not only that, it is fun and interesting to learn more about the world 
outside your front door. 

As a monitor you will:

• Learn more about our waters.

• Monitor a site near home.

• Help the Rock River Coalition gather important information about our 
water.

Monitors sample water conditions monthly from May thru October, although 
some hearty souls try to get out every month. Of course volunteers only monitor 
when conditions are safe, so occasionally the monitoring year hasn’t started 
until June. When you fi rst decide to monitor, the Rock River Coalition connects 
you to one of our coordinators, either our RRC coordinator, Becca Dymzarov or 
county staff in Jefferson, Rock and Waukesha counties. 

You are expected to attend a training 
workshop, after which your coordinator 
will go out to your stream location 
with you. They will work with you to 
determine the best site and go through 
the testing procedures to insure that 
you are comfortable and capable. 

The Rock River Coalition’s monitoring 
effort is part of the State’s program 
called Water Action Volunteers. You 
can learn more about our efforts at  the 
websites listed to the right. 

If you are not able to monitor, then help us by making a donation online or with 
the form found on page 7.

Become a Rock River Coalition Stream Monitor

Saturday, May 2, 2020 
(9:00am-2:00pm)

Location: Carroll University Prairie 
Springs Environmental Education 
Center: The NE corner of Highways 
83 & 59

Jayne Jenks, Waukesha County 
Parks and Land Use Department

Pre-registration required. Contact: 
Jayne Jenks: 
JJenks@waukeshacounty.gov

Saturday, May 2, 2020 
(9:30am-2:30pm) 

Location: TBD, Rock County

Becca Dymzarov, RRC Stream 
Monitoring Program Coordinator 
with Anne Miller, Conservation 
Specialist, Rock Co. Land Cons. Dept. 

Pre-registration required. Contact 
Becca Dymzarov: 
becca@rockrivercoalition.org

Celebrate 50 Years of Earth Day Protecting Wisconsin’s Waterways in Whitewater
By Ryan Genthe

For more information go to: 

Rock River Coalition, Citizen Stream Monitoring: 
http://rockrivercoalition.org/projects/citizen-stream-monitoring/
Water Action Volunteers Program: 
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/index.html
Waukesha County Citizen Stream Monitoring Program: http://wiatri.net/cbm/
whoswho/results.cfm?OrgID=191

Looking for a way to protect our waterways to celebrate Earth Day? Join Protect 
Wisconsin Waterways for our Parking Lot Pick Up and Lakefront Clean Up in 
Whitewater! On Friday, April 24th, the Rock River Stormwater Group and Protect 
Wisconsin Waterways will hold a community clean up event along Lake Cravath 
in downtown Whitewater, WI, as well as a parking lot pick up on the UW-White-
water campus and other public parking lots across the city. 

The clean-up events will be a great way for college students, community mem-
bers, and others to get out and make an effort to keep our waterways clean 
at a crucial time of year. Though April showers bring May fl owers, Wisconsin’s 
spring rains can also wreak havoc on our waterways. Rivers, already potentially 
fi lled with excessive snowmelt runoff from the winter months, continue to rise. 
Water from municipal storm drains brings with it debris found along the way and 
deposits it in our beloved waterways. Event organizer and UW-Whitewater senior 
marketing major Ryan Genthe stated, “Earth Week is often a time of increased 
environmental awareness. We hope to use the April 24th clean ups in Whitewa-
ter to foster a sense of shared responsibility for our waterways.”  

The last three years, the group coordinated Clean Sweep events near waterways 
across the Rock River Stormwater Group member municipalities stretching from 
Beloit to Waupun. In September 2019, the group mobilized 196 volunteers to fi ll 
over 150 trash bags plus collect other large debris out of waterways. The group’s 
past clean up efforts were recognized by the international nonprofi t Earth Day 
Network (www.earthday.org). April 2020 marks 50 years of celebrating Earth Day 
and waterway clean ups are planned across the world. The group was invited by 
the Earth Day Network to participate and help promote clean water initiatives. 
The Rock River Stormwater Group and Protect Wisconsin Waterways will partici-
pate through the planned clean up in Whitewater. 

Protect Wisconsin Waterways’ event in Whitewater provides the opportunity to 
clean up debris carried to the waterways via stormwater. The UW-Whitewater 
campus parking lot pick up will also help prevent additional debris from entering 

nearby storm drains. Individuals interested in participating can learn more at 
www.protectwiwaterways.org.  

The group also continues to visit homeowners in Dodge, Jefferson, Rock, and 
Walworth Counties that live in properties adjacent to storm drains. The group is 
asking homeowners to sign up to protect local waterways at a source where de-
bris and other pollutants can enter the waterways - the storm drain next to their 
house! 

Residents across the area are encouraged to visit protectwiwaterways.org/sdpp/ 
to learn more about ways you can protect our waterways at home, via the Storm 
Drain Protector Program. 

Group of volunteers in front of Cravath Lake in Whitewater, Wisconsin. 

Saturday, May 30, 2020 
(9:00am-2:30pm)

Location: Lake Mills Community 
Center, 200 Water St. Lake Mills, 

Becca Dymzarov, RRC Stream 
Monitoring Program Coordinator 
and Patricia Cicero, Jefferson Co. 
Land & Water Cons. Dept. 

Pre-registration required. Contact 
Becca Dymzarov: 
becca@rockrivercoalition.org

Date TBD
Location: Waunakee Village Center, 
333 Madison, St. Waunakee

Becca Dymzarov, RRC Stream 
Monitoring Program Coordinator. 

Pre-registration required. Contact 
Becca Dymzarov: 
becca@rockrivercoalition.org

CURRENT MONITORS: Becca, or 
your coordinator, will be contacting 
you directly on acquiring your 
equipment. 

2020 Stream Monitoring Training Opportunities

Waupun Monitors gathering critical data.
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Rose Lake Bioblitz Saturday May 30
Exploring Life in the Park 
By Jeanne Scherer: Friends of the Glacial Heritage Area Board

The Friends of the Glacial Heritage Area, 
partnering with Jefferson County Parks and 
the Friends of Rose Lake, are conducting a 
Bioblitz on Saturday, May 30. 

A Bioblitz is a gathering of species experts, 
talented amateurs and even beginners 
interested in looking for all the different 
kinds of plants, birds, bugs, frogs, turtles and 

mammals that can be identifi ed in a single day. Think of it as a snapshot of life in the park. Some 
Bioblitzes last for a few hours while others cover a full 24 hours.

The Rose Lake Bioblitz will cover both sides of this wonderful park which is just west of Fort 
Atkinson. See map below.

On one side we will access the 
picnic area, woods, prairies and 
lakeview birding platform off of 
Hwy 12. 

On the eastside, off Banker Road 
we will access the Mason Farm area 
with its prairies, oak woodland and 
wetlands. 

The event will start as early in the 
day as people want to do their 
surveys and will continue throughout 
the day. A bird walk on the Dorothy 
Carnes side of the park will be led 
by Brad Webb in the morning. There 
will also be a plant identifi cation walk. 

From 1 p.m. until 4 p.m., plans include fun, interesting presentations for the whole family at the 
picnic pavilion. 

In the evening, everyone is invited to learn about bat, frog and insect monitoring.

More details are available on the 
Friends of the Glacial Heritage 
Area Facebook page. 

In the meantime, the planning 
committee is building a list of 
volunteers to help with the 
day (signs, directing people, 
providing snacks, etc.). 

If you’re interested in doing 
surveys or a presentation, we 
would like to hear from you. 

Our next Planning Committee 
meeting is Monday, February 
10, 6 p.m., at the Dwight Foster 
Public Library, 209 Merchants 
Street, Fort Atkinson.

Contact either Jeanne Scherer 
jsch802@yahoo.com

or

Frankie Fuller 
frankiefuller10@gmail.com.

Report on the Waubesa 
Wetlands Watershed Just 
Released
The Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison released a report on a study of the 
Waubesa Wetlands watershed in Dane County, WI. 

Concerns about the impact of increased urban development in 
the City of Fitchburg on the Waubesa Wetlands led to graduate 
students in the Water Resources Management program 
conducting a two-year study of the watershed. 

In collaboration with the Wisconsin DNR and the Capital Area 
Regional Planning Commission, graduate students evaluated 
watershed ecosystem services, monitored stream water quality 
and quantity, used models to assess impacts of land use change 
and climate change on streams, hosted educational events, and 
augmented the Friends of Waubesa Wetlands. Their work also 
utilized data collected by Rock River Coalition citizen science 
monitoring volunteers. 

The report, Assessing Land Use Impacts and Promoting 
Community Engagement in the Waubesa Wetlands 
Watershed, summarizes the study and describes management 
recommendations for local and regional government, state 
agencies, nonprofi ts, and engaged citizens. 

Key fi ndings include: 

• Wetlands in the watershed upstream of Waubesa 
Wetlands are providing many important ecosystem 
services, especially fl ood and stormwater storage 
and water quality protection. Upstream streambank 
restoration could aid in further enhancing services that 
help protect Waubesa Wetlands. 

• Nutrient concentrations in Swan and Murphy’s creeks 
fl uctuate along the stream, and at different fl ow levels. 
Total phosphorus concentrations are higher closer to 
Waubesa Wetlands, and routinely exceed TMDL limits, 
especially within 48 hours of precipitation. Continued 
monitoring would help to establish trends before, during, 
and after new urban development. 

• Modeling showed that the combination of new 
development (more impervious surfaces) and climate 
change (greater rainfall intensity) will increase 
stormwater runoff volume and peak fl ow rates over 
the next 45 years. The cumulative impact of multiple 
developments needs to be considered in planning and 
engineering efforts. 

• People benefi t from wetlands, and there are many 
opportunities to engage with current and future 
watershed residents. The citizen-led Friends of Waubesa 
Wetlands group can support continuing to educate about 
and advocate for the Waubesa Wetlands. 

Water Resources Management is a Master of Science degree 
program housed within the Nelson Institute for Environmental 
Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

An electronic version of the report is at nelson.wisc.edu/
docs/wrm-2018-report.pdf and a summary of the project is at 
https://www.capitalarearpc.org/waubesa-wetlands-watershed-
report/. 

To learn more about or join the Friends of Waubesa Wetlands, 
email: friendsofwaubesawetlands@gmail.com.  

In 2013, the RRC hosted a very successful Bioblitz at the Zeloski 
Marsh. Everyone can experience and learn from a Bioblitz, here a 
young boy is examining one of the marsh’s damselfl ies. 

Photo by Jeanne Scherer
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Maunesha River Alliance Update: There’s a Croc in the River!
The Maunesha River Alliance has picked up where they left off in 2019. 

Highlights include:

• The group has continued cleaning up the Maunesha River and has extended the navigable area of the 
river from the eastern edge of the Deansville Marsh all the way past Firemen’s Park in Waterloo. The total 
navigable length is 12 miles.

• By the end of 2020 the MRA’s goal is to make the entire length of the Maunesha River (33 miles) 
navigable from the river’s beginning (west of Deansville Marsh) all the way to the Crawfi sh River (on the 
eastern side of Waterloo).

• The MRA has three river cleanups scheduled later this spring (March 29, May 3, May 17) and is actively 
pursuing efforts to network, build its membership base, and fundraise.

• Lastly, the MRA has a family friendly event planned for Sunday, June 14 at Firemen’s Park in Marshall 
which is their second annual Launch event.  At the event the MRA will provide multiple watercraft for families to try out and help educate people about the 
Maunesha River.

Visit mauneshariveralliance.org or visit Maunesha River Alliance on Facebook for more information on cleanup dates and upcoming events.

Opening up the Maunesha for paddle craft was a huge effort. First large rafts of logs had to be cut-up 
in the stream into manageable sizes, then hauled to shore where they were fi nally cut and stacked. 

Pictured here is Joy Reichenbach, in the red coat, and Kevin Reichenbach (yellow coat). They are new 
members on their fi rst cleanup, joining Steve Falter (brown coat) and others to make the Maunesha a 
paddle friendly river.
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For more information and to register:  tallpinesconservancy.org 
262-369-0500 * info@tallpinesconservancy.org 

5th Annual Healthy  
Lakes Conference 

Local Lakes, Local Issues, Local Solutions 
 

Friday, June 5, 2020  
8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 

 
Oconomowoc Community Center 

220 W. Wisconsin Ave. * Oconomowoc, WI 
 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS!   
Do you have an interesting water conservation topic or research?  
Please submit it to Lake Country Clean Waters via e-mail to 
info@tallpinesconservancy.org by April 22nd for possible inclusion in 
the 2020 Healthy Lakes Conference. 
 

 

Microbial Source Tracking on the 
Badfi sh and the Yahara
By Lynne Diebel, FBCW

The Friends of Badfi sh Creek Watershed (FBCW) 
chapter has begun a new project, in partnership with 
the Rock County Health Department. Concerned about 
rising levels of E. coli bacteria in lower Badfi sh Creek 
and the lower Yahara River, as measured by the Rock 
County Health Department, the group decided to 
investigate the source. 

To try to understand whether human effl uent or 
agricultural runoff is the main culprit, they will be 
working with Rick Wietersen and Janis Baumann of 
the Rock County Health Department to sample both 
streams. The Wisconsin State Lab of Hygiene then 
conducts microbial source tracking on the samples for 
human and ruminant markers. 

The fi rst sampling of fi ve sites on the Badfi sh and two 
on the lower Yahara was February 11, 2020. FBCW 
plans fi ve more sampling dates during 2020, and three 
in 2021 as well. 

The results will guide and support the group’s 
recommendations about recreational use of the 
streams and its outreach to wastewater treatment 
plants and riparian landowners. 

The Badfi sh and the Lower Yahara are very popular 
canoeing and kayaking streams, with heavy use year 
around. Over the last few years, E. coli levels have 
exceeded—sometimes by a considerable margin—the 
levels considered by the State of Wisconsin to be safe 
for recreational use of surface waters. To quote one of 
the Friends, “Our friends paddle those waters, and we 
want them to be safe!”

Funding for the project comes from generous gifts by 
members of the People’s United Methodist Church of 
Oregon, WI, through the church’s Green Team and 
Mission of the Month program; from a grant from the 
Stoughton Area Community Foundation; and from 
a Wisconsin DNR River Planning grant, through the 
Surface Water Grant Program. 

FBCW volunteers Ralph Erickson (left) and Paul Garrison (right) gather a water sample on 
Badfi sh Creek on February 11, 2020.
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In addition to supporting RRC work, members 
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and 
special events. To become a member, complete the 
following: 

Name ________________________________

Title ________________________________

Affi liation ________________________________

Address ________________________________

City _______________________State ____

Zip __________  Phone (_____)_________

E-mail ________________________________

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Memberships Fees

Individual  $ 25  

Family $ 35

Student/Senior Citizen $ 15

Classroom $ 25

Affi liates* $ 50

Municipal** $125

Corporate $ 200
*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts, 
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments, 
administrative staff and elected offi cials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be 
recognized and linked to your website from our website:

www.rockrivercoalition.org

Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this 
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Become a RRC Member

Tax Deductible Donations

Amount Purpose 

General Support

Citizen Monitoring

Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and 
can be targeted towards specifi c projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:

Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd

Jefferson, WI 53549

or register and pay online with PayPal at:
www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp

Many people probably don’t associate aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) with water gardening. Unfortunately, it’s not 
uncommon to fi nd AIS popular with water gardeners that 
have either been accidently or intentionally released into 
lakes and rivers. It’s doubtful that these pond plants or 
animals, such as koi, are maliciously released. It’s more 
likely that they have become too large or have overrun a 
home water garden or pond, and the owner can’t bring 
themselves to destroy the pet or plant. They may even 
believe they are enhancing the natural environment. In 
other cases, plants and fi sh may escape from ponds to 
other waters due to fl ooding. Regardless of how they get 
there, these released or escaped plants and animals can 
cause large ecological and economic impacts and can 
even impact human health.

Koi, for example carry a nonnative virus that kills their 
carp relatives. That may sound like a good thing, but 
a few years ago thousands of carp died in the Rock 
River and its tributaries from Horicon Marsh to at least 

Janesville. The cost in clean up and health risk, such as botulism, from the rotting fi sh was signifi cant. 

Water hyacinth, a prohibited species in Wisconsin, has been found or reported approximately 20 times in 
the state. Each time, hundreds of work hours are spent by WDNR and partners’ staff as well as volunteers 
to remove the plants from lakes and rivers. Water lettuce is another prohibited species that has been 
found and removed at least four times. Both plants were very popular prior to being prohibited due to their 
highly invasive qualities. If left unchecked, these fl oating plants crowd out other fl oating plants, such as the 
beautiful, native white water lily. They cover the surface, shutting out light needed by submerged plants for 
a healthy lake or river. WDNR is still trying to determine if water hyacinth seeds can overwinter in Wisconsin 
or if fi nding the plants multiple years in the same area is due to repeated releases. Still, the populations 
can cause negative impacts even in one growing season and managing these fi ndings prevents staff from 
performing other benefi cial work.

Four new videos produced by UW Madison, Division of Extension-Natural Resources Institute have been 
produced in partnership with gardening guru Melinda Myers to help water gardeners and pond owners 
understand how they can help prevent the spread of these and other aquatic invasive species. The videos 
are fi lled with images of the invasive species to help us recognize them. Native species are also featured 
to provide beautiful options. Help prevent the spread of invasive species by using these videos to help you 
design a healthier water garden and by sharing them with anyone else that enjoys maintaining a water 
garden.

Grow Beautiful Water Gardens While Protecting Our Lakes and Waterways (3:58) explains 
the issue and provides tips for throughout gardening seasons.

Avoid Invasive Plants when Growing a Water Garden (0:51) helps us choose non-invasive plants 
in the spring.

Summer Care for your Water Garden (1:07) gives you tips for how to properly dispose of those 
pesky plants that are overrunning your garden. 

Fall Water Garden Clean Up to Keep Lakes and Waterways Healthy (0:53) has tips for that 
fi nal clean up in the fall. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach to Water 
Gardeners
Jeanne Scherer, AIS Outreach Specialist, UW Madison, Division of Extension-Natural Resources Institute

Learn how to have a wonderful water garden and protect our waterways by watching these four informative 
videos, produced by the University of Wisconsin Madison, Division of Extension-Natural Resources Institute. 
Photo is a screen grab from the video.

Holly Stegeman, WDNR, looking at one of the many 
patches of water hyacinth that were discovered in 
the Fox River near Green Bay in 2019, possibly from 
someone throwing them in the river or being washed in 
during fl ooding.
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Tyranena Brewing Company to Host 
Brews & Bingo Event for Rock River Coalition

Monday June 22, 2020
6 - 8pm

Bingo Cards $10/each

PRIZES   PRIZES   PRIZES

For the second year in a row, Tyranena Brewing Company will be hosting a “Brews & Bingo” fundraiser to 
benefi t the Rock River Coalition (RRC). The event will take place at Tyranena (1025 Owen Street, Lake Mills) 
from 6pm to 8pm on Monday, June 22. There will be $10 bingo cards with the chance to win many prizes. The 
event will include food for purchase from Bia Food Group.

Tyranena will be generously donating $1 for every pint served during the event. All proceeds will support the 
work of the Rock River Coalition including their volunteer stream monitoring program.

Eric Compas, the RRC President, said “The RRC is very excited to continue our partnership with Tyranena 
Brewing Company. We had a great time at last year’s event and look forward to a fun evening of Bingo and 

tasty beer to share the work of the RRC in Tyranena’s beautiful 
beer garden.”

The Rock River Coalition is devoted to educating and providing 
opportunities for people of diverse interests to work together to 
improve the environmental, recreational, cultural and economic 
resources of the Rock River Basin. This fundraiser will certainly 
help!

“Tyranena is committed to improving our community and we’re 
always looking for partners that help us continue to expand our 
support of great causes and organizations. We’re really excited to 
add the Rock River Coalition to that list of partners, and we hope 
our community comes out to join us for a great night in our beer 
garden,” states Stacey Schraufnagel, Tyranena Front Operations 
Manager.

More information can be found via the Facebook invite: https://
www.facebook.com/events/1221616218227933/. Anyone with 
questions can contact the RRC (920-541-6766) or Schraufnagel 
(920-648-8699) directly. If there are any businesses who would like 
to donate Bingo prizes, please contact the RRC.

The Big Share a Big Success
On Tuesday March 3, Community Shares of 
Wisconsin hosted one of the largest giving days in 
the Greater Madison Area.

The Rock River Coalition far exceeded our 
expectations. 

By the numbers:

   19 Donors  THANK YOU!!!

$250 Golden Ticket (a drawing from donors  
in the 11:00 - to Midnight hour - thank you to 
the two stalwart supporters who stayed up to 
donate!)

$120 Match (for donations that came in 
between 3:30 and 3:31!)

   Total $1575
This is just $125 shy of the cost to supply three 
teams of monitors with equipment. Way to go.

Missed The Big Share and are wondering how we 
encouraged people to donate? Here is the text 
we use on “The Big Share” website. If this calls to 
you, please consider going online on our webpage 
or use the form on page 7 to donate and support 
our great monitors:

The RRC actively engages people to improve the 
waters of the Rock River Basin from Horicon to 
Beloit and Madison to Oconomowoc. 

We do this by engaging people, like you, in stream 
monitoring and education. Our three chapters: 
Friends of Badfi sh Creek Watershed, Maunesha 
River Alliance, and Johnson Creek Watershed 
Alliance work on local issues such as streambank 
improvement and canoe launch development. 

This spring, almost 200 citizen monitors will head 
out to check  the temperature, oxygen, water fl ow 
and clarity of water at their stream.

Our goal is to train and equip citizens to monitor 
local streams, and to create data visualizations 
that will lead to greater public awareness of water 
quality issues. Your donation will not only help put 
another team on the land and in the water, but it 
will also work to improve the water quality of the 
Rock River Basin.

Still Time to Renew!

Show your thanks for the work of the Coali-
tion and its chapters by going to the website 
today, or by mailing in the membership form 
on page 7 in this newsletter and renewing 
today. 

You can also sign up for an emailed rather 
than mailed newsletter by sending a request 
to info@rockrivercoalition.org.

RRC Annual Meeting Monday May 11, 2020
 Save The Date

Date: Monday, May 11
Viking Brew Pub in downtown Stoughton. 211 E Main St.

Fee $20
Includes Hearty Appetizers

Speaker: Dan Glynn, Stoughton Parks Director: The Exciting Stoughton Dam Whitewater Project

A formal invitation will be sent to members in the near future.

For more information and to register go to: 
https://rockrivercoalition.org/annual-meeting-2020/

We are looking for engaged individuals who are interested in helping protect and preserve the Rock River, 
its lakes, streams and watershed to consider applying to become a board member. Generally the term 
is for three years. If interested contact our President Eric Compas at compasse@uww.edu or attend our 
annual meeting and learn more about it means to be a board member

To Our Members and Volunteers

We have numerous activities planned in the near future, and for the safety of all our 
volunteers and members, we will be carefully determining ways to insure that we 
practice the best methods for handling the coronavirus epidemic. 

While we continue to plan events into March, April and June, please check our Facebook 
page before attending, as it is likely that some of these events will need to be canceled 
to help stop the spread of this disease. 


