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Mission of the Rock River Coalition

To educate and provide opportunities for people of diverse interests to work together to improve the envi-
ronmental, economic, cultural and recreational resources of the Rock River Basin.

President’s Report

Despite another year of uncertainties due to COVID, the Coalition has continued to grow under Becca Dymzarov,
and her leadership role is now formalized as Executive Director. Growth is generally a good thing for non-profit or-
ganizations, but it does come with challenges. We're professionalizing our operations with more formalized person-
nel policies (and benefits!), a new accounting system to better and more efficiently track our finances, and - most
importantly — a formal strategic planning process. Thanks to all of you who participated in our survey and contribut-
ed to the effort. The new strategic plan will benefit the basin, our members, and our volunteers with continued im-
provements in our stream monitoring, communications, and training. We’re also adding new activities that will help
fulfill our mission.

While thanking everyone that we should is beyond the scope of this brief note, | do want to extend thanks to two

members of the RRC family that are moving on. Joe Zakovec, a Board Member for 10 years and a former Board Presi-
dent, and Tara Callis, our Bookkeeper for 6 years, will be tackling new challenges. I'd like to thank both of them for all
their contributions to the organization across these many years, and | hope you'll join me in wishing them all the best.

Thank you to everyone - donors, members, and volunteers - for your ongoing support of the Coalition and our mis-
sion.

Sincerely,
Eric Compas
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Executive Director’s Report

Like a canoe on a river current, 2021 has come and gone. For Rock River Coalition, this past year was a time of re-
flection, fortification and increased momentum that we’ve carried into 2022. Our paddles are dipping deeper, our
canoes are gliding smoothly and the current we ride is quickening by the day.

Sitting atop the list of accomplishments from 2021 are the grants we
were honored to have been awarded by the W| Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Yahara WINS, Earl and Eugenia Quirk Foundation,
The Alliant Energy Foundation, and We Energies Foundation. These &
funds will allow Rock River Coalition to continue stream monitor-
ing, preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species, providing rec-
reational opportunities, organizing river cleanups and facilitating
many other programs throughout the Rock River Basin. Additionally,
we were awarded a grant from the DNR that will help us expand
our efforts pursue diversity, equity, justice and inclusion. Rock River

Coalition has been a conservation leader in South Central Wisconsin
for decades, and our work wouldn’t be possible without the partner-
ships we've developed through the years. In 2021 we partnered with Ball Corp and River Network for a river cleanup
in Ft. Atkinson and with Dodge County to expand our aquatic invasive species prevention efforts. We also forged
new partnerships with Color in the Outdoors and Neighborhood House, two community-based organizations that
share our passion for inclusivity in natural spaces.

This past year, we were also busy laying the track for our new 3 to 5-year strategic plan. The plan will be a blueprint
for programs, fundraising, community outreach and conservation goals. Early fruits of this process include our first
expansion of our stream monitoring program, an aquatic invasive species prevention program, online auction, the
creation of numerous StoryMaps covering topics such as Fox Lake’s Nine key Element Plan, and Suck the Muck and
the upcoming return of the Confluence (our day-long conference), which will be held in October.

Last but not least, | would be remiss if | didn’t mention one of the most important decisions Rock River Coalition
made in 2021: hiring Addie Schlussel! As our stream monitoring and aquatic invasive species coordinator, Addie has
guided these tent pole programs to new heights (and, more specifically, new counties). Her expertise, passion and
easygoing personality were invaluable during our recovery from 2020, and will be crucial to our mission as we look
to continue expanding these programs in 2022.

Thank you for supporting Rock River Coalition!

Sincerely,

Becca Dymzarov




Chapter’s Reports

Maunesha River Alliance (MRA)

In 2021, the MRA completed 10 river cleanups totaling more than 300 vol-
unteer hours. This led to the removal of 25 blockages from the Maunesha
River. Additionally, MRA hosted four events including one at the Lion's
Riverfest in Marshall, one at the May Meander in Medina, and two Natural
Resource Foundation (NRF) field trips in Waterloo. And the chapter added
water quality testing to its repertoire by logging 12 full panels of data be-
tween May and October at two separate test sites - one above, and one
below, the Marshall Millpond dam.

Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed (FBCW)

In November, FBCW concluded the second year of stream sampling for the two-year Badfish Creek/Lower Yahara
River Microbial Source Tracking project to investigate the source of increasingly high levels of E.coli in the Badfish
and Yahara. With the help of Rock County Health, we began graphing the results, writing up the study report, and
scheduling presentations in 2022 of our findings to Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District, Village of Oregon Board,
Town of Rutland Board, Wisconsin DNR, and other interested groups. The project was funded by a DNR River Plan-
ning Grant, a Dane County Environmental Council grant, Stoughton Area Community Foundation grants, a Stough-
ton Utilities RoundUp program grant, a gift from the Oregon Peoples United Methodist Church, volunteer work by
Rock County Health, and numerous individual gifts

From March to November 2021, a trail cam located just downstream of the Old
Stage Road Landing counted 1500+ paddlers passing by. And that doesn’t include
the many paddlers who put in further downstream at 138. The Badfish is very
popular. From spring until fall, FBCW volunteers cleared deadfalls in the Badfish
| Creek Wildlife Area and downstream of Highway 138 to make passage easier for
the stream’s many paddlers. We had scheduled two group paddles for the sum-
mer, including one for the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, but both

iri were cancelled due to Covid concerns.

We secured an anonymous donation to replace the gunshot-damaged kiosk poster at the Old Stage Road landing.
On August 3, we had a booth at the Village of Oregon National Night Out to tell attendees about the Badfish and
our group’s activities; many people stopped by to talk and signed up to be on our email list. And, for our annual
Adopt-A-Highway project, FBCW cleaned a two-mile stretch of Highway 138 South on April 17th and October 16th.

Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance (JWCA)
JWCA was dormant this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. They are hoping to resume activities in the future.
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