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Mission of the Rock River Coalition
To educate and provide opportunities for people of diverse interests to work together to improve the
environmental, economic, cultural and recreational resources of the Rock River Basin.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Looking back at 2019, the Coalition had a banner year. Key among our successes was hiring several new members of our team:
Becca Dymzarov as Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator, Brooke Alexander as Data Visualization and Communications
Associate, and Shannon Batzko as Administrative Assistant. Through Becca’s efforts, we also recruited several new volunteers:
Beth Horning as web developer and Janie Riebe as grant writer. Ashley Roscoe, our new Student Board Member in 2019, also
infused energy and levity into long board meetings. Becca in particular has brought new energy and ideas to the role of
Coordinator, and we on the board are scrambling — smiling all along — to keep up.

Along with the continued success of our Stream Monitoring Program, we have completed Year 7 of the Yahara WINS project and
mostly completed a new data visualization — an interactive map of all sampling sites in the basin — and a significant start on a new
website. We have new energy in the Maunesha River Alliance Chapter and a successful grant application from the Badfish Creek
Chapter. Behind the scenes, we’ve completed the first step in our volunteer and member management system (big deal) and have
a new style guide for our publications and online presence. We continued our excellent newsletter (with the help of the Rock River
Stormwater Group) and have contributed comments and input into several basin projects.

Fiscally, we submitted several successful grant applications in 2019 and are waiting to hear back on others. Our inaugural Brews

and Bingo night in partnership with Tyranena Brewing Company was a huge success (raised over $900), and we continue to get

significant support from Community Shares of Wisconsin and The Big Share. Our membership roll is

_robust and, with our new management system, we expect to bring more of the basin’s community into
.. our fold in the coming year.

I'd be remiss if | didn’t mention the challenge of COVID-19 in 2020 for our organization. Luckily, the
impact to date has been minor, such as not being able to distribute stream monitoring supplies and
limiting events such as this annual meeting, which is being held virtually for the first time we’re aware of.
We're doing our part to ensure everyone is safe and we’re preparing as best we can for a year full of
uncertainty and challenges. The Coalition is as well placed as it can be to deal with this crisis with the
wonderful group of volunteers, members, and staff to keep us afloat.

-Eric Compas, Board President




CHAPTER REPORTS

Maunesha River Alliance - MRA

The precursor to the updated version of the MRA got started with a river cleanup ,
workday on the Maunesha River in early March. Five months after that initial cleanup, —
in a late August meeting, interim officers were elected and the MRA was officially
revived. Aided by Steve Falter from Capitol Water Trails, the cleanups consisted of
removing downed trees, logjams and other impediments that were curtailing the flow
of the water. In total, the group held nine cleanup workdays in 2019 with an average
of 10 volunteers at the events. Several solo cleanups, scouting trips, and adopt a
highway style garbage pickups were also carried out. Except for the millpond dam in
Marshall, the Maunesha River is now navigable from Hwy TT in Deansville to Waterloo Fireman's Park. 11.5 miles of open paddling
await! Clearing the river of these blockages, improving the flow of the water, and opening up the river for tourism was the main
objective in the MRA's rebirth.

MRA Cleanup Crew 6/29/19

‘ J Of course the MRA couldn’t be all work and no play. On July 14 they hosted an aquatic

- scavenger hunt, called Launch, in Marshall’s Firemens Park. Besides the scavenger hunt,
! Launch had an info booth with a display from the library and the Marshall Area Historical
Society, food sales, and the opportunity to learn more about the river and the cleanup
efforts. Over 30 people kayaked or canoed and another 20 people attended the event. The
il group also hosted Propel, a dry-triathlon, on October 5 also at Marshall’s Firemens Park to
wrap up a successful 2019.

~ Besides their Facebook page, the group also launched a website:
https://www.mauneshariveralliance.org, with a detailed map of their progress and a
YouTube page. You can contact the MRA at info@mauneshariveralliance.org.

Maunesha River Alliance Members

Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed - FBCW

April saw an Adopt-a-Highway cleanup on State Highway 138. At a May work day at Old Stage Road with the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), Stoughton High School environmental science students and their teacher Amy Hermanson helped FBCW remove
invasive plants and spread wood chips on the trail to the canoe landing. In June, FBCW cleared the stream for paddling through the
wildlife area on two occasions. FBCW members also led trips for the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin and Oregon
Community Education in June. Andy Hoernemann monitored the Rutland Branch of the Badfish.

' A new long-term chapter project began in 2018, when FBCW learned from the Rock County
Health Department that E.coli levels in Badfish Creek are increasing. Because the creek is a
popular paddling destination year around, and because the E.coli levels are often far above the
state’s recommended limit for recreation, FBCW has partnered with Rock County to learn more
about the sources of the bacterial contamination. Effluent from the Madison Metropolitan Sew-
erage District (MMSD) and the Village of Oregon Wastewater Treatment Plant are discharged
into the Badfish. MMSD effluent is disinfected with UV from April 15 to October 15, but not
during the winter. Also, the creek runs through agricultural land, which could mean manure
Ralph Erickson and Paul Garrison runoff. The goal is to learn whether the primary source of the E.coli is animal or human and to
sample the Badfish Creek build a database which will be used to encourage policy changes. Creek samples collected six
times a year are being analyzed by Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene for Microbial Source
Tracking (MST). MST is expensive. During 2019, FBCW received grants from the Stoughton Area Communlty Foundation and the
People’s United Methodist Church of Oregon, several gifts from private individuals, and 7
applied for a Wisconsin DNR River Planning Grant. All funds will go to the lab costs.

In December, FBCW spoke at a public comment meeting concerning renewal of the
discharge permit for MMSD by DNR, encouraged extending the disinfection period by
three months, and provided dated photographic evidence that paddlers use the creek
year-round.

So far in 2020, FBCW and Rock County have sampled the creek three times, and the River
Planning grant was approved in February. In April, the DNR ruled that MMSD must extend i
the disinfection period by three months, starting in 2023. Sampling will continue at least Stoughtbn High School student volunteers '
until July of 2021. at the OId Stage Landing


mailto:info@mauneshariveralliance.org

CHAPTER REPORTS
Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance - JCWA

The JCWA continues to engage members of our community in activities that call attention to the quality of our watershed.

On Earth Day, the JCWA coordinated a community wide effort to pick up litter around the Village of Johnson Creek. Community
members posted photos of what they had collected and described the streets that they covered. We are grateful to all the effort
that took place!

JCWA also made plans that were curtailed due to COVID-19 including: planting trees at the high school and asking students pick up
trash and catalog it using a data sheet from The Story of Stuff. However, they do plan to use the resources from the Story of Stuff
(www.storyofstuff.org) in the future.

The Village of Johnson Creek completed its wastewater treatment plant expansion and upgrade in November 2019. They held an
"open house" with tours of the facility in October in conjunction with Conservation Week sponsored by the Johnson Creek
library. Because that construction is done, the JCWA will be able to resume the annual creek clean-up, usually done on the same
weekend as the Rock River Sweep in September.

2019 STREAM MONITORING PROGRAM

In partnership with the DNR and University of Wisconsin—Madison Division of Extension,
Rock River Coalition has been coordinating volunteer stream monitoring in the Rock River
Basin since 2002. In 2019, over 175 volunteers monitored over 100 stream stations monthly
(April/May through October) for dissolved oxygen concentrations, stream temperature,
water clarity, stream flow and biotic community. In addition, at over 60 stream stations,
volunteers collected nutrient samples with samples tested for total phosphorus, total
suspended solids, total Kjeldahl nitrogen, ammonia, nitrate/nitrite and ortho-phosphorus.

We accomplished much together in 2019:

e The Rock River Coalition stream monitoring program equipped, trained,
and supported over 175 volunteer stream monitors.

e Volunteer teams monitored over 100 stream sites.

e Volunteers collected nutrient samples at over 60 sites
funded through Water Action Volunteers (WAV), the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources and Yahara WINs.

e  Over 55 volunteers and partners working in the Yahara River watershed O &
attended a workshop In November 2019. Volunteers at 6 Mile Creek

e We hired a data visualization and communications associate to
help us make the data that our volunteers collect more

accessible and known through story-telling and stronger visual ROCK RIVER COALITION FINANCIAL SUMMARY
communications via online mapping and data visualization. For fiscal year ending 12/31/2019
Support and Revenues
2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF Memberships/Donations $23,933
Eric Compas, President Grant and Restricted Income $25,141
Patricia Cicero, Treasurer Total Revenue $49,074
Joe Zakovec, Past President
Montgomery Baker, Director Expenses
Bob Hansis, Director Program Services $34,709
Ashley Roscoe, Student Member Management and General $8,883
Total Expenses $43,592

Tara Callis, Bookkeeper
Becca Dymzarov, Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator
Shannon Batzko, Administrative Assistant
Brooke Alexander, Data Visualization &

Revenues over Expenses $5,481

Net Assets- Unrestricted Funds

o . Beginning of the year $10,162
Communications Associate
] End of the year $9,692
Suzanne Wade, Newsletter Editor
846 Collins Road, Jefferson, Wl 53549 — Net Assets- Project Funds
info@rockrivercoalition.org Beginning of the year $13,320

This annual report is available at www.rockrivercoalition.org End of the year $12,244


http://www.storyofstuff.org

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 MEMBERS, DONORS AND GRANTORS

$1,000 and Over

Anonymous

Community Shares of
Wisconsin

Gene and Cathy Davis

Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

Yahara WINs

$100 - $999

Bill Lamm & Connie Hagen

Bob and Lisa Conley

Bob Hansis

Charles Ruedebusch

City of Hartford

City of Janesville Wastewater
Utility

City of Jefferson Wastewater
Utility

City of Oconomowoc

City of Stoughton - Utilities

City of Watertown

City of Waupaun

Craig Kunkel

DuPont

Emily Stanley

Eve Swenson

Friends of Capital Springs State

Recreation Area

Great Lakes Ecological

Greg Farnham

Harry Mathos

Horicon Bank

Inject Tech LLC

Jane Carlson & Family

Jason Pitzer

Jefferson Area Business Center

Jeremiah Thomas

Jim and Cheryl Congdon

Joe Zakovec

Kay Gabriel

Mark Micek

Montgomery Baker

Nate & Jessica Rice

Patricia Cicero

Richard Zietko

Rock River Stormwater Group

Rosemary Harbison

Ruth Johnson

Ryan Mcguire

Stanley Bond

Suzanne & Larry Wade

Tall Pines Conservancy Inc.

Taylor Conservation LLC

Tom & Pat Hall

Town of Koshkonong

Town of Westport

Tyranena Brewing Company

Village of Johnson Creek

Village of Oconomowoc Lake

Walworth County Metropolitan
Sewerage District

Widmer's Cheese Cellars, Inc.

$35-$99

Allan Zaspel

Ann Koth

Aquarius Systems

Basics Cooperative

Benjamin Adams

Brad & Royan Webb

Cafe Carpe

Carl & Peggy Glassford

Carol Mankiiewicz

Christian Burnson

City of Fort Atkinson

City of Lake Mills

City of Mayville

Dave Hoffman

David & Darice Brumm

David & Sandra Neuendorf

David Abell

David Musolf & Roger Packard

Dean Paynter

Debra Deppeler

Dodge County

Ellen Klaus

Eric Compas

Frankie Fuller

Friends of Cam-Rock Park Inc

Friends of Lake Kegonsa
Society

Gary & Penelope Shackelford

Gary Hermann

Heather Darbo-McClellan

James & Mary Koepke

James Addis

Jeanne Scherer

Joanne Grassman and John
Booske

John Kempf

Karen Boyd

Karen Tuten

Katie Udell

Lake Koshkonong Wetland
Association

Lake Ripley Management
District

Lake Sinissippi Improvement
District

Larry Meyer

Leann Wasemiller

Leslie DeMuth

Linn Duesterbeck

Lynne & Bob Diebel

Mary Manering

Mary OConnor

Michael Nesemann

Nancy Sheehan

Nancy Stanford

Neal Gruber

Ned & Kathy Miller

Neil Deupree

North Lake Management
District

Patricia Giese

Patricia Lynch

Paul Lange

Peter & Heidi Hartz

Ralph & Margaret Krueger

Ralph Erickson

Ralph Froelich

Ralph Tod Highsmith

Rodney Scheel

Rosy Lane Holsteins LLC

RoxAnne Murwin

Russell Marr

Sarah Chase

Scott Taylor & Kristen Kordel

Sharon Beall

Susan Heffron

Susan Volenec

Thomas Ganfield

Thomas Wilson

Tod Kaddatz

Todd Ambs

Tony & Kate Yuhas

UW-Extension Lake

Whispering Wings Game Farm

William & Cindy Arbiture

William Boettge

$1-534

Andy Hoernemann
Ann Riall

Carol Christensen
Carol O'Neil
Caroline Werner
Charles Failing
Charles Heidt
Claudeen McAuliffe
Crystal Sutheimer
Curtis Blakeway
Dan Sable

Daniel Kerkman
Daniel Moore
David Carpenter
David Pond

Don Nettum

Ed Jepsen

Ginny Gluege
Giving Assistant
Ilana Haimes
James Danky
James Thornbery
James Welsh
James Zumstein
Janet Axelson
Jason Christenson
Jeanine Mason
Jill Bedford

Jim Post

John Sunta
Joseph Cromer
Karen Etter Hale
Kathy Meyer
Kelly Fleming

Ken Wiesner
Kirsten Watry
Kitty Welch

Lance Green
Marie K Rubietta
Mark Richardson
Mike Hoppenrath
Mike Sweitzer-Beckman
Nelson Fischer
Patricia Kandziora
Patrick & Lloyd Eagon
Peter Jacobs
Robert Weiland
Romelle Witkins
Ronald & Nelda Bergsten
Ronald French
Sarah Koth
Stefanie Brouwer
Steve Lewis
Steve Nass
Steven Wurster
Thomas Prawdzik
Tim Sprecher
Unity Land LLC
Victoria Damron
Wesley Enterline



