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Mission of the Rock River Coalition 

To educate and provide opportunities for people of 
diverse interests to work together to improve the 

environmental, economic, cultural and recreational 
resources of the Rock River Basin. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2017 MEMBERS, DONORS AND GRANTORS 

Training stream monitors to take accurate measurements of stream 
health is a critical role of the Rock River Coalition.  



BOARD MESSAGE 
 

2018 was a great year for the Rock River 
Coalition full of partnerships, grant   
projects, and workshops. One of the most 
important partnerships we value is with the 
many citizens who are committed to  
collecting data on the streams throughout 
the Rock River Basin. This work is funded by 
memberships, donations, and our partner-
ship with Yahara WINs. We appreciate the 
time and enthusiasm put in by our citizen 
stream monitors. It was great to see so 
many attend our biennial Confluence 
where we heard from a great variety of experts and enjoyed having the 
monitors get to know each other. The Confluence wouldn’t have been 
possible without the work of our county partners (Dane, Rock, 
Waukesha, and Jefferson), the Water Action Volunteer Program, and 
the Department of Natural Resources. 
 

A long-time partner, the Rock River Stormwater Group provides articles 
for each edition of our newsletter. In 2018, we started a discussion of 
additional ways we can partner to expand the work of both groups in 
the Rock River Basin. We plan to explore the ideas generated and  
implement some of them in 2019. 

Thanks to the hard work and leadership of Scott Taylor in addition to 
funding from the Department of Natural Resources, the Rock River 
Coalition completed an analysis of the potentially restorable wetland 
maps in the Rock River Basin. The result is maps of actually restorable 
wetland maps that can be used by a wide variety of resource organiza-
tions to work on wetland restoration in the basin. 

We look forward to another great year and are happy to welcome   
Becca Dymzarov, our new Stream Monitoring Program Coordinator! 
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846 Collins Road, Jefferson, WI  53549 — info@rockrivercoalition.org 
This annual report is available at www.rockrivercoalition.org 

ROCK RIVER COALITION FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
For fiscal year ending 12/31/2017 

 

Support and Revenues 
   Memberships/Donations  $24,314 
   Grant and Restricted Income  $25794 
Total Revenue    $50,108 
Expenses 
   Program Services   $45,606 
   Management and General  $  6,737 
Total Expenses    $52,343 
Revenue over Expenses                 ($ 2,235) 
 

Net Assets: Unrestricted Funds 
   Beginning of the year   $  4,782 
   End of the year    $ 10,162 
Net Assets: Project Funds 
   Beginning of the year   $20,937 
   End of the year    $13,320 
 

CHAPTER REPORTS 
 

The Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed—FBCW 
RBCW were busy throughout the year focusing on access, educa-
tion and water quality. 

May: Work day at Old Stage Road with WI DNR and Stoughton 
High School environmental science students and their teacher 
Amy Hermanson. 

June: Media event at Old Stage Road canoe and kayak landing to 
launch the watershed poster and a bike rack donated by Jim 
Danky. We spoke about the creek with paddlers on the Natural 
Resources Foundation (NRF) paddle trip down the Badfish, and  
with various media people.  

July: Stream clearing by Jim Post, Bob Magnussen, and Andy  
Hoernemann to remove deadfalls blocking paddlers in the Badfish 
Creek Wildlife Area. 

October: Met with Rock County Health Department about in-
creased E. Coli levels in Badfish Creek. Attended a public hearing 
about changes to NR210 concerning MMSD permit for discharge 
to Badfish. 

Adopt-A-Highway cleanups were held on Highway 138 in April and 
October. 

Andy Hoernemann monitored the Rutland Branch of the Badfish. 

Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance—JCWA 
JCWA participated in the Sustain Jefferson plastics initiative to collect 
& inventory plastics in the Fall of 2018. The objective is not only to 
pick up plastics discarded in our communities, but to identify the 
product's source so that those corporations can be contacted to  
inform them about the amount of their product that becomes litter 
as well as asking them to find alternatives to plastic to package and 
distribute their products. No one should be surprised that plastic 
water bottles were the most inventoried items. 

When we learned that the Johnson Creek High School students chose 
April 26th as their day of community service, we asked those  
students to volunteer to pick up litter along Aztalan St. from Union St. 
to the high school as one of their community service projects. JCWA 
member Pat Giese plans to follow up with the Village Board to ask 
that a can for recyclables be placed along Aztalan St. for this reason. 

Progress continues in the Village of Johnson Creek to upgrade the 
wastewater treatment plant. The target date for completion is  
November 2019.  

JCWA has a new email address. You can reach us at jcwatershedalli-
ance@gmail.com 

2018 STREAM MONITORING PROGRAM 
 

Stream monitoring volunteers take monthly measurements of water 
quality April/May depending on their stream location to October 
using equipment provided by the Rock River Coalition in the Rock 
River Basin. In collaboration with state and county governmental 
entities and academic institutions, we provide one of the best meth-
ods for obtaining large-scale, long-term water quality data in Wiscon-
sin. For many streams in the Rock River Basin, our data are the only 
regularly collected water quality information available, making our 
volunteer’s work invaluable.  

We accomplished much together in 2018: 

 The Rock River Coalition stream monitoring program equipped, 
trained, and supported close to 176 volunteer stream monitors.  

 Volunteer teams monitored 114 stream sites.  

 Volunteers collected nutrient samples at 52 sites funded through 
Water Action Volunteers (WAV), the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources and Yahara WINs. 

 77 people attended our biennial confluence. A chance to hear 
about water quality in the Rock River Basin and current news 
about our citizen science efforts. 

 Over 40 volunteers and partners working in the Yahara River 
watershed attended a workshop in March 2018.  
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