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Protector Award recipients: 
State Representative Mark Spreitzer as Elected Official, 
Dr. Anna Courtier of UW-Whitewater as Educator, Su-
zanne Wade as Individual, Dave Taylor and Kathy Lake 
for Yahara WINs as Organization, and Scott Taylor for 

Taylor Conservation LLC as Business 

Mission of the Rock River Coalition 

To educate and provide opportunities for people of 
diverse interests to work together to improve the 

environmental, economic, cultural and recreational 
resources of the Rock River Basin. 

$1,000 and Over 
Anonymous 
Community Shares of Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
WEA Insurance Corporation 
Yahara WINs 
 

$100 - $999 
Amy Callis 
Andy Hoernemann 
Anne Miller 
Bob and Lisa Conley 
Carl & Peggy Glassford 
City of Hartford 
City of Jefferson 
City of Oconomowoc 
City of Stoughton - Utilities 
City of Whitewater 
County of Rock 
Craig Kunkel 
Cynthia Chmell 
Eve Swenson 
Friends of Capital Springs State 
Rec. Area 
Greg Farnham 
Harry Mathos 
Horicon Bank 
James & Mary Koepke 
Jane Carlson & Family 
Joe Zakovec 
Kay Gabriel 
Madison Metro. Sewerage Dist. 
Mark Micek 
Maunesha River Alliance 
Nate & Jessica Rice 
Pleasant Valley Acres, LC 
Ruth Johnson 
Sharon Beall 
Stanley Bond 
Suzanne & Larry Wade 
Taylor Conservation LLC 
Todd Highsmith 
Town of Koshkonong 
Village of DeForest 
Village of Johnson Creek 

Village of Oconomowoc Lake 
Village of Theresa 
 

$35 to $99 
Andy & Debbie Bissonette 
Andy & Robynn Selle 
Angus-Young Associated 
Anita J Martin 
Barbara Miller 
Brad & Royan Webb 
Cafe Carpe 
Carol Mankiiewicz 
Charles Ruedebusch 
City of Lake Mills 
City of Mayville 
Dale Klingbeil 
Daniel Moore 
David & Darice Brumm 
David & Sandra Neuendorf 
David Abell 
David Hoffman 
David Musolf & Roger Packard 
Dean Paynter 
Debbie Hafestein 
Eric Compas 
Fox Lake Protection & Rehab. Dist. 
Frances Highsmith 
Frank Brazelton 
Frankie Fuller 
Friends of Cam-Rock Park Inc. 
Friends of Lake Kegonsa Society 
Gary & Penelope Shackelford 
Ingrid West 
Jane Dauffenbach 
Jeff & Peggy Boshart 
Jim and Barb Hill 
Jim and Cheryl Congdon 
Karen Boyd 
Katie Udell 
Kenneth Potter 
Kerry Miller 
Lake Koshkonong Wetland Assoc. 
Lake Ripley Mgmt District 
Lake Sinissippi Improvement Dist. 
Lake Sinnissippi Association 

Landesign, Margaret Burlingham 
Linn Duesterbeck 
Lolly Merrell 
Lynne & Bob Diebel 
Lynne Deppeler Hess 
Margaret Demuth 
Marie K Rubietta 
Mary Manering 
Matthew & Erin Ziaja 
Midwest Prairies 
Nancy Stanford 
Neil Deupree 
Patricia Cicero 
Patricia Lynch 
Patrick & Ms. Lloyd Eagon 
Paul Dearlove 
Peter & Heidi Hartz 
Ralph & Margaret Krueger 
Ralph Froelich 
Robert Weiland 
Rock Lake Improvement Assoc. 
Rodney Scheel 
Roger & Denise Kist 
Ronald & Nelda Bergsten 
Rosy Lane Holsteins LLC 
Scott Taylor & Kristen Kordel 
Skip & Wendy Hein-Drew 
Steve Lewis 
Susan and Bob Volenec 
Tall Pines Conservancy Inc. 
Thomas Ganfield 
Todd Ambs 
Tom & Pat Hall 
Tony & Kate Yuhas 
Town of Westport 
Troy & Allison Christenson 
Walworth County Metropolitan 
Sewerage Dis 
Whispering Wings Game Farm 
Widmer's Cheese Cellars, Inc. 
William & Cindy Arbiture 
William & Mary Fogarty 
William Lamm 
 

$1 to $34 
Amy Phillips 
Caroline Werner 

Christine Felton 
Clyde Braunschweig 
Curtis Blakeway 
Dan Sable 
Danelle Anderson 
Dave Hoffman 
David Carpenter 
Debra Weitzel 
Don Nettum 
Donnell Geib 
Elizabeth Fitzpatrick 
Emily Stanley 
Gary Hermann 
Gerald and Dolores Richardson 
Greg Searle 
James Danky 
James Welsh 
Janet Axelson 
Jason Christenson 
Jeanine Mason (Campenni) 
Jeanne Scherer 
Jim Schneider 
Joleen Stinson 
Joseph Cromer 
Karen Etter Hale 
Ken Wiesner 
Kevin Freber 
Larry Meyer 
Mark Spreitzer 
Marsha Vomastic 
Mike Hoppenrath 
MJ Rehwald 
Montgomery Baker 
Morris or Mary Thompson 
Nelson Fischer 
Patricia Giese 
Paul Lange 
Peter Jacobs 
Prairie Seed Source 
Richard McLaughlin 
Russell Marr 
Sarah Chase 
Stephen Nass 
Steven Wurster 
Tim Sprecher 
William Boettge 
William Taylor 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2017 MEMBERS, DONORS AND GRANTORS 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
2017 was another successful year for the Rock River Coalition.  We con-
tinue to expand and develop our citizen monitoring program.  We have 
completed Year 5 of the Yahara WINs citizen monitoring program, to 
help the Yahara River Basin communities establish a water quality 
baseline and assess progress in achieving the adaptive management 
program goals of reducing phosphorus delivery to our waters.  We also 
continue to look for innovative ways to raise money for the Coalition to 
expand our work in the Rock River Basin.  
 
I would like to thank our hardworking Board 
Members who volunteer their time and 
talent to support all the good the RRC does.  
I would also like to thank our talented em-
ployees Nancy Sheehan, Stream Monitoring 
Program Coordinator, and Tara Callis, Ad-
ministrative Assistant and Bookkeeper.  
Also, I would like to thank all of our volun-
teer stream monitors for the wonderful 
work they do as well. 
 
This year we will be working on existing grant-funded projects, growing 
our citizen monitoring program, and exploring ways to establish and 
support an executive director position for the Coalition.  We look for-
ward to making the Rock River Basin an even better place to live, work, 
and play! 
 
Joe Zakovec, 2017 RRC President 

 
2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Joe Zakovec, President 
Eric Compas, President Elect 

Dave Hoffman, Secretary 
Patricia Cicero, Treasurer 

Jane Carlson, Past President 
Bob Hansis, Director 

Carl Korfmacher, Director 
Andy Selle, Director 

Tara Callis, Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper 
Nancy Sheehan, Stream Monitoring Prog. Coordinator 

Suzanne Wade, Newsletter Editor 
 

846 Collins Road, Jefferson, WI  53549 — info@rockrivercoalition.org 

ROCK RIVER COALITION FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
For fiscal year ending 12/31/2017 

 
Support and Revenues 
   Memberships/Donations  $16,517 
   Grant and Restricted Income  $34,304 
Total Revenue    $50,821 
Expenses 
   Program Services   $30,286 
   Management and General  $  8,532 
Total Expenses    $38,818 
Revenue over Expenses   $12,003 
 
Net Assets: Unrestricted Funds 
   Beginning of the year   $  8,834 
   End of the year    $  4,782 
Net Assets: Project Funds 
   Beginning of the year   $  5,029 
   End of the year    $20,937 

 
CHAPTER REPORTS 

 
The Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed—FBCW 
The Friends of Badfish Creek Watershed completed two projects 
during 2017. The first was improving canoe and kayak access at 
Old Stage Road, a popular place to start a paddling trip on the Bad-
fish. Re-contouring the stream bank both improved access to the 
creek for paddlers who walk down from the DNR parking area and 
also reduced erosion at the site. Funding was a gift from James 
Danky and Christine Schelshorn of FBCW. 
 
The second project was the creation of a Badfish Creek watershed 
poster to raise awareness about the creek and its beauty. Jim Post 
of FBCW collected the various images and information and created 
a GIS layer for the background. Lauren Brown of LV Brown Studio 
(lvbrownstudio.com) designed the beautiful poster. A weather-
proof copy of the poster will be hung in the information kiosk at 
the Old Stage Road parking area, and paper copies will be printed 
for distribution to interested organizations. Funding was a $402 
grant from the Dane County Environmental Council’s Community 
Partners program and $750 grant from Madison Metropolitan 
Sewerage District. 

Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance—JCWA 
The Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance recognized Earth Day 2017 by 
helping Johnson Creek Elementary students understand how our 
stream monitoring and creek clean-up activities promote a "healthy" 
creek.  JCWA members were invited back to celebrate Earth Day 
2018 on April 20th to repeat the program and help students pick up 
litter in our community.  
 
The Village of Johnson Creek completed the expansion of the 
wastewater "interceptor" project. Because of the construction, our 
Fall creek clean-up was deferred until this year.  
 
Our chapter suggested  to the Village of Johnson Creek that a perma-
nent trash receptacle be placed along Hwy B to minimize the amount 
of litter near the new school. The Chapter asked about having the 
JCWA logo on the receptacle and expect to learn about the cost and 
maintenance of the trash bin before Summer. 

 
2017 STREAM MONITORING PROGRAM 

 
The mission of the stream monitoring program is “to protect and 
improve stream and river health through our citizen based stream 
monitoring program.” Our volunteers are committed to ensuring that 
our streams and rivers are swimmable and fishable for our children 
and our grandchildren. This is no small task when over 65% of our 
2,932 stream miles are listed as “impaired” due to pollutants such as 
phosphorus. Since 1998, no waterway has been “delisted” from this 
list. We will have succeeded in fulfilling our mission when more wa-
terways are removed from the list. We are taking some important 
first steps toward fulfilling this mission. Our volunteer stream moni-
tors are collecting the water quality data necessary for science based 
decision making. We accomplished much together in 2017: 

 The RRC stream monitoring program equipped, trained, and sup-
ported close to 150 volunteer stream monitors. 

 Volunteer teams monitored close to 100 stream sites. 

 Volunteers collected nutrient samples at 64 sites funded through 
WAV/WDNR as well as our grant from Yahara WINs. 

 Over 40 volunteers and partners working in the Yahara River 
watershed attended a workshop in March 2017. 

 
No one state or federal agency has the resources to collect sufficient 
data necessary to ensure that water quality standards are being met. 
The RRC and our volunteer stream monitors are proud to play a criti-
cal role in protecting our streams.  


