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Shed Talk
By Jill Bedford, Tall Pines Conservancy
Tall Pines Conservancy Land 
Trust (TPC) has emerged as 
a leader in protecting the 
Oconomowoc and Ashippun 
Rivers. TPC and the City of 
Oconomowoc have formed 
strong water-focused alliances 
with over 25 area partners 
by off ering their expertise 
to secure grants focused on 
reducing phosphorus loads.
These partners share a vision 
of protecting our waters 
knowing that we are all in 
for the long term and that 
we need to follow EPA’s 
nine key element plan for 
watershed protection. One of 
the nine elements--Cultivating 
Watershed Awareness and 
Education--will always be a 
strong component of TPC’s 
eff orts. With the Clean 
Water Association, we have 
organized lake and river 
meetings to identify issues 
and address the many 
challenges. Tall Pines sponsors 
and supports educational 
events like the Healthy Lakes 
and Resource conferences and 
Farm Technology Days. TPC 
has also guided Eagle Scout 

eff orts to restore shorelines 
with the generous donations 
from members North Lake 
Management District and 
Pewaukee Lake Ski Club.
A continued eff ort is 
underway to engage 
landowners along the 
impaired Mason Creek 
following recommendations 
from the recent SEWRPC 
protection plan. 
Complementing these 
activities is the ongoing eff ort 
to protect valuable farmland 
and fertile soils through 
conservation easements 
and the implementation 
of best management 
practices. Our website http://
tallpinesconservancy.org/ 
goes into greater detail.
All these recent developments 
have been spurred by the fi rst 
major success in 2015 when 
Oconomowoc was awarded 
a Regional Conservation 
Partnership Grant engaging 
all the 25 plus partners which 
then led to the formation of 
Oconomowoc’s Watershed 
Protection Program (OWPP) 
and, in turn, paved the 
way for being awarded the 
fi rst in the state Adaptive 
Management Plan. 
Here are recent successes 
resulting from strong partner 
collective eff orts:
• The OWPP has teamed up 

with the Farmers for Lake 
Country, DATCP, county 
conservation staff  and the 

NRCS to execute cover 
crop aerial seeding on 
approximately 500 acres 
of corn and soybeans. 
Over 65 acres have been 
planted in harvestable 
cover crops and buff ers 
along with over 105 acres 
of pollinator buff ers and 
wetland habitats.

• Creation of a “Water 
Friendly Farm” 
certifi cation to recognize 
producers who exhibit 
continuous conservation 
improvement to preserve 
soil and water quality. 
Please visit https://www.
cleanwaterassociation.com 
for more information.

• Formation of the 
successful Mud Chasers 
program. This eff ort 
focuses on discrete 
runoff  sources. Groups 
of “Mud Chasers”, mostly 
volunteers, are deployed 
during runoff  events to 

trace sediment plumes 
in tributary streams. 
This approach motivates 
conservation staff  to 
concentrate on the 
most critical sediment 
and nutrient loading 
areas discharging to the 
watershed’s lakes and 
streams. In just the fi rst 
year of this monitoring 
eff ort, we have discovered 
several key sites that are 
being considered for the 
installation of conservation 
practices. In addition to 
the discovery of nutrient 
sources, Mud Chasers 
provides a vehicle to 
engage another tier of 
volunteers who can help 
spread the water quality 
message throughout the 
area. More information is 
available at http://www.
oconomowoc-wi.gov/749/
Oconomowoc-Watershed-
Protection-Program.

Support the RRC Through the CSW Campaign
The Fall campaign for the Community Shares of Wisconsin is in full swing. 

If your company is one of over a hundred businesses who provide this 
unique opportunity to give through your payroll deduction, we hope you 
will consider adding the Rock River Coalition to those you donate to. 

100% of the donations that come to the Rock River Coalition through 
Community Shares of Wisconsin supports our stream monitoring 
program. Thank you to all who donate and support the valuable eff orts 

of our Wisconsin non-profi ts. For more information about Community Shares of Wisconsin and 
their 65 member non-profi ts go to: https://www.communityshares.com/
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TTY: 711 for Wisconsin Relay

If you need special accommodation for 
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Rock River Coalition President’s Message
I would like to start this message 
with a “Thank You” to our immediate 
Past President, Jane Carlson. Jane 
has served the Coalition for many 
years including the past two years as 
President. She has a passion for clean 
water and improving the Rock River 
Basin. I’m sure I speak for the entire 
board when I say that I’m happy she 
plans to remain active in the Coalition. 
At the annual meeting held in May, I 
was elected President. My background 
is in the Wastewater fi eld. I have 
been an employee at the Janesville 
Wastewater Treatment Plant for over 
25 years. Our goal is to provide a 
safe, healthy, and sanitary collection 
and disposal of wastewater generated 
within the corporate limits by 
residential, commercial, and industrial 

sources, and to protect the water 
quality of the Rock River. Also, I would 
like to welcome our newest board 
member, Bob Hansis.
Our annual meeting and awards 
banquet was held at the Heron’s 
Landing in Jeff erson. Tim Whittaker, 
an engineer with the City of Janesville 
gave a presentation on the process 
that the City took in getting approval 
for the removal of the Monterey Dam. 
Thanks Tim. 
Coalition activities for the next several 
months include the continued stream 
monitoring by volunteers led by our 
Coordinator Nancy Sheehan. This 
program provides valuable data for 
water quality decision-making, and 
helps connect citizens to their local 

watershed. This program is solely 
funded by membership dues and 
donations, so please become a member 
or donate.

Have a 
wonderful rest 
of summer, 
enjoying the 
Rock River 
Basin.

Joe Zakovec
RRC President

Editor’s note: The Rock River Coalition 2016 
Annual Report is available on our website 
at: http://rockrivercoalition.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016RRC-Annual-Reportf2.pdf
Or click on About in the tabs, choose 
Publications, and fi nally select the Annual 
Reports tab. 

A Warm Welcome to New Board Member Bob Hansis
Bob Hansis joined the RRC Board of Directors in May. 
Bob is retired from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. During his career 
with the WDNR, he worked on a broad range of surface water resources issues in south-
ern Wisconsin. 
Program responsibilities included surface water monitoring, water and wetland regula-
tions, dam safety, fl oodplain, and shoreland management, stormwater and agricultural 
runoff . Many of these activities were accomplished by working with local groups. 
He is currently an as-needed employee with Inter-Fluve, Inc, supporting marketing and 
project planning functions. 
Bob brings a broad variety of skills to the board in areas such as citizen monitoring, 

stream/wetland restoration and polluted runoff  reduction. 
Bob is also a member of our citizen monitoring program steering committee. 
We are very happy to have Bob serve on our board! 

Johnson Creek Watershed Alliance - Founder’s Float 
September 23
The Village of Johnson Creek is currently doing some critical expansion of a 
wastewater interceptor project to increase the capacity to manage waste-
water, which involves the use of heavy equipment at the compost site. Since 
this is where we usually begin our annual creek clean-up event, our chapter 
is NOT going to carry out the creek sweep in September. Once that work 
is completed, we may re-schedule the creek clean-up later in 2017 but it 
will not take place on the 2nd Saturday, in conjunction with the Rock River 
Sweep. 
Founder’s Float
Instead, outdoors enthusiasts can fi nd other activities in our community this 
month. Our Chapter has been invited to participate in the “Founder’s Float” 
on September 23 by the Johnson Creek Historical Society. Paddle the same 
historic waterway as Timothy Johnson, the village’s founder, did in the 1800’s. 
We will be recruiting new members at our information table located in Rock 
River Park during the event as well as organizing lawn games for children 
of all ages. Those who wish to participate in either a 10 mile or 2 mile 
trip by canoe, kayak or paddleboard on the Rock River may register at: 
https://www.imathlete.com/#/legacy?url=%2Fevents%2FEventOverview.
aspx%3FfEID%3D65181.
We are providing input for the Johnson Creek Comprehensive Plan to ensure 
that public access to our creek is a key element of that Plan. 
We are exploring the availability of a matching grant from the Wisconsin 
Natural Resources Foundation to complete some element of the Conservancy 
Park project as part of a Village of Johnson Creek initiative. Anyone who has 
grant writing experience and would like to volunteer to help us, call Pat Giese 
at 920-699-3711 or 920-285-6572.

At the RRC Annual Meeting retired 
board member Suzanne Wade also 
received a special thank-you gift for 
her decades of service. The gift is 
a wooden paddle with an engraved 
note thanking Suzanne for steering 
the RRC throughout the years. 

Suzanne’s many friends and 
colleagues are currently signing the 
paddle. 

Please contact one of the RRC 
board members or email info@
rockrivercoalition.org if you would 
like to sign it!  
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Congratulations Award Recipients
The Annual Meeting was a great time to meet with many of our friends, 
discuss the future, hear a presentation on dam removal in Janesville, and of 
course, honor our award winners. The RRC gives out Friend Awards and Pro-
tector Awards every two years. Our 2017 award winners are pictured below. 
There are so many additional individuals and organizations who work hard 
every day to monitor, protect, and restore our Basin’s resources. 
Thanks to all of you!

The recipients of our Friends awards, which is given for service specifi cally 
to the RRC. The recipients from left are: Marsha Vomastic, Dan Lynch, Patty 
Lynch, Jim Kerler (accepted by Liesa Lehmann Kerler) and Marie Rubietta.

A special thank you to The Herons Landing, 200 W. Milwaukee St., 
Jeff erson, for providing complimentary space and delicious food and 
drink for our May 2017 Annual Meeting. 

The restaurant has beautiful views of the Rock River - a great setting for our meeting.
 http://www.heronslandingjeff erson.com/

At the 2017 annual meeting we presented Rock River Basin Protector Awards 
to individuals and organizations who make a diff erence by improving our local 
economy, our environment, and our cultural and recreational resources. 
These were presented to: (pictured from left to right)
Elected Offi  cial Representative Mark Spreitzer of Beloit, 45th Assembly 
District; Educator Dr. Anna Courtier, UWW; Individual Suzanne Wade; 
Organization Yahara WINs (Dave Taylor and Kathy Lake); and Business Taylor 
Conservation, LLC (Scott Taylor). 

Hello! We are the University of Wisconsin-Madison 2017 Water Resource Man-
agement graduate students, working with the Beaver Dam Lake Improvement 
Association (BDLIA) to identify water quality and habitat improvement opportuni-
ties in the Beaver Dam Lake watershed. In 2015, Onterra, LLC performed an in-
depth lake health assessment for the BDLIA. This report concluded that internal 
phosphorus loading posed a signifi cantly larger problem than phosphorus from 
agricultural runoff . 
Our project aims to verify these results in Beaver Dam Lake and perform water 
quality, soil sampling, and habitat assessments to create baseline data for Beaver 
Creek, one of the main tributaries to the west of Beaver Dam Lake. We began 
our research in fall of 2016 and have been conducting fi eldwork this summer. 
We have four teams working on this project:
Stakeholder Team
We have been meeting with agricultural landowners to gain a sense of current 
use and barriers to various soil and nutrient management practices, and to un-
derstand producers’ perceptions of the lake and creek in terms of overall health, 
recreational opportunities, economic potential, and preferred improvements. 
A town hall meeting is planned for early September to gather residents of the 
Beaver Dam Lake watershed in discussion of lake values, issues, and opportuni-
ties. We are also interviewing shoreline owners to understand their perspective 
on these topics.

Upland Team
We analyzed satellite imagery 
and soil type data to create a 
map of soil erosion “hotspots.” 
From this map we followed a 
weighting system using total 
area, proximity to a waterway, 
and the EVAAL index over the 
last fi ve years to determine a 
list of the ten areas most vul-
nerable to soil erosion in the 

Beaver Creek watershed. With 
this information, we are work-

ing with County Conservationists from Dodge and Columbia Counties to engage 
with landowners to test soil samples for phosphorus content. 
In-Stream Team
Within Beaver Creek, we are assessing sediment phosphorus, water quality, biotic 
health, streambank erosion, and adjacent riparian habitat. We are also monitor-
ing fl ow patterns over the course of the growing season and during major storms 
to develop baseline fl ow data for the creek. Combining these data with the 
upland samples, we can make recommendations to address impairments in the 
creek and the impact it has on the lake. 
In-Lake Team
We are assessing water quality in Beaver 
Dam Lake by measuring temperature, pH, 
dissolved oxygen, and total phosphorus. 
Sediment samples were collected from 
three diff erent locations within the lake 
and analyzed for phosphorus. Finally, we 
are using a computer model to evaluate 
the impacts of wind and boats on wave 
action on the lake and to determine the 
impact these factors have on mixing 
sediments, and therefore phosphorus, 
into the water.  
Over the upcoming fall and spring semesters, we will be analyzing data, writ-
ing a fi nal report, and giving presentations in Beaver Dam and in Madison. At 
the conclusion of our study, we will make management recommendations to the 
BDLIA. Keep an eye out for our updates in the Beaver Dam Daily Citizen and on 
the Beaver Dam Lake Improvement Association web site. 
We are still looking for community input and would love to hear from you. On 
Monday, September 11 from 7:00-9:00 PM we will be holding a townhall meeting 
at the Watermark in Beaver Dam and would love to have you join us!
Sincerely, UW-Madison Water Resource Management 2017 Cohort

Beaver Dam Lake Focus of UW Study

Beaver Creek, a western tributary to Beaver Dam 
Lake, is the main focus of the study.

Classmate Marty Dillenburg while sampling 
on Beaver Dam Lake.
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Stream Side Notes
By Nancy Sheehan, Program Coordinator, Volunteer Stream Monitoring

Total Phosphorus Sampling Program 
Volunteers are collecting total phosphorus samples at 64 stream monitoring 
sites across the Rock River Basin. 
Of these 64 sites, 34 are funded by the Yahara WINs project and are located 
within the Yahara River Watershed in Dane County. Twenty-six (26) are funded 
by the WDNR – both through the WAV program and the Targeted Watershed 
Assessment program. 

Year Five: RRC-Yahara WINs Volunteer Stream Monitoring 
Project
2017 marks the fi fth year of citizen involvement in the adaptive management 
project in the Yahara River Watershed. Since 2013, over 160 volunteers have 
monitored 66 stream sites throughout the Yahara River Watershed. This year, 
there are 111 volunteers monitoring 52 stream sites. 
Volunteers continue to enter their monthly data for dissolved oxygen 
concentrations, water temperature, water clarity and Biotic Index into the 
WDNR Surface Water Integrated Monitoring System (SWIMS).
At 34 of these 52 sites, volunteers collect nutrient samples and deliver these 
monthly water samples to the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) 
for analysis. As of June 2017, volunteers have submitted 748 water samples 
to MMSD. In addition, volunteers have established stream temperature data 
loggers at 27 stream sites. These small, data-logging devises record hourly 
water temperatures during the growing season. 
WDNR staff  including Matt Rehwald and Lisa Helmuth have begun working with 
MMSD staff  including Kathy Lake, Kris Huehne, and Carol Mielke to take the next 
steps toward creating a digital handshake between MMSD database and the 
WDNR database. Hopefully, by the end of this year, results from our volunteer 
collected nutrient sampling project should be available for viewing on the WDNR 
Surface Water Data Viewer. 
Our Year 5 grant from Yahara WINs provided funding to develop and test a 
method and procedure for volunteers to collect fl ow data that will enable Yahara 
WINs partners to calculate nutrient loads. These methods and procedures will 
be tailored for volunteers working on low gradient – mucky bottomed -- streams 

where WAV methods cannot 
be used to measure water 
velocity. In June, I along 
with a small but dedicated 
team of volunteers began 
to measure water velocity 
using a Swoff er model 3000 
fl ow meter. We are making 
incremental progress. Neal 
Gruber and Jim Thornberry 
have devoted close to 30 
hours to this project already. 
Their skills and insight have 
proven to be invaluable. 
There has been a steep 
learning curve in the use of 
the Swoff er fl ow meter. 

Jim is in the process of re-writing the poorly written manufacturer’s instructions 
to render them more user-friendly. We have also encountered a series of 
malfunctions. Jim and Neal have been busy soldering severed wires and 
ordering new parts. 
During the month of June, Flora Hayes, a recent graduate from the University of 
San Francisco, helped to develop a statistical analysis of the fl ow data. 
Stay tuned for additional updates. 

Neal Gruber, providing instruction on use of the 
fl ow meter to Flora Hayes, and Berry Eichinger 
with Nancy Sheehan in the background.

Photo by Jim Thornberry

The team of Rachel Sabre (WDNR), Larry Meyer, 
Dave Abell, and Gary Hermann collect phosphorus 
samples as part of the WDNR funded eff orts.

Photo by Nancy Sheehan

Garage Band learning to use 
the Swoff er meter in a controlled 
environment.

Photos by Nancy Sheehan

Donations
The RRC would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for 
their generous donations to our volunteer stream monitoring program. 
• CVS Pharmacy on Mineral Point 

Road in Madison. (Staff  pictured 
to the right)

• Friends of Capital Springs 
Recreational Area

• Kenneth Kidder
• Anne Miller
• WEA Trust

Neal Gruber gearing up.  
Photo by Nancy Sheehan

Number of Sites/Funding SourceNumber of Sites/County Location
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Stream Side Notes Continued
Taking the Long View

…the natural processes in watersheds are better understood and 
managed on at least a decade scale…

New Strategies for America’s Watersheds
Across the Rock River Basin, the RRC, our volunteers and our partners are taking 
the long view when it comes to gathering stream water quality data. 
We understand that when it comes to watershed management, our monthly 
water quality data can lead to early detection of threats to stream health. 
We are dedicated to ensuring the continued collection of water quality data 
necessary for long term trends analysis. 
Many land management practices being put in place today will take decades to 
have an impact on water quality. We need to be both timely and timeless in our 
approaches to gathering necessary and suffi  cient water quality data to make 
sound watershed management decisions. 

Monitors Find Green 
Mystery!
While we are only half way through 
our 2017 monitoring season, we have 
seen the need for both these temporal 
approaches to monitoring. In May, I was 
working with new volunteer, David Hery, 
to test the waters at a site along Token 
Creek in the Windsor/Sun Prairie areas. 
We noticed that a stormwater ditch 
entering Token Creek was tinged bright 
green. Thanks to the quick response 
from our “family” of fi rst responders 
which included WDNR wardens and 
stream biologists and UW State Lab of 
Hygiene (SLAW) staff  as well as Token 
Creek Conservancy Committee members 
and City of Sun Prairie staff , we were 
able to solve this green mystery. WDNR 
agreed to fund analysis of a sample. 
The SLAW determined that the green 
tinge was actually fl agellated green alga 
(Chlorophyta) called Carteria globose. 
After many referrals, the appropriate 
and responsible parties were notifi ed 
and action is now being taken to 
prevent algal leaks from a private 
stormwater retention pond.  
Our volunteer team at Yahara River at 
Cherokee Marsh are also making an 
immediate impact. Mary Manering and 
Dennis Tande are working with the 
Town of Westport to install strategically 
located trash bins at sites frequented not only by stream monitors but also fi sher 
people. Mary and Dennis have seen a signifi cant decrease in trash. A win for our 
streams and fi sh.
These stories illustrate why it is so important to have volunteers monitor our 
streams on a monthly basis. Our volunteers are truly the voices of our streams 
and can act quickly to avert potentially harmful discharges into our streams. 
There seems to be a “new normal” when it comes to weather patterns. I have 
received numerous reports from volunteers across the Rock River Basin about 
high water levels. 2017 cumulative precipitation is above the average cumulative 
precipitation from 1981 to 2010. During our training workshops, high water and 
rainy days prevented in-stream demonstrations of stream monitoring methods. 
Continued rains have led to swollen streams in June and July which have 
prevented many volunteers from wading into otherwise “wadeable” streams. Some 
volunteers have ventured into deep waters while others have collected samples for 
their transparency tubes using buckets and ropes from bridge crossings. 
Monitoring logistics aside, unusually high precipitation and warmer temperatures 
led to the massive bloom of toxic blue-green algae that turned Lake Mendota 
and Lake Monona blue. There was also a signifi cant fi sh kill. While a blog by 

Dr. Stephen Carpenter laments that “Unfortunately, no one here at the Center 
for Limnology was taking dissolved oxygen readings in the Yahara River last 
weekend, so we can’t say exactly how the algae bloom killed the fi sh”, the 
working hypothesis put forward by the Center is that the algal bloom depleted 
dissolved oxygen concentrations to such levels that fi sh and other aquatic life 
simply suff ocated. 
RRC volunteer stream monitors have been monitoring dissolved oxygen (DO) 
concentrations at various stream sites across the Rock River Basin. From Door 
Creek and Yahara River (Dane County) to the Bark River and Stoney Brook 
(Jeff erson County), fi ve volunteer teams (Mary Manering and Dennis Tande, 
Dolores and Ned Gruca, Joanne and John Grossman, Eve Wyler and Arielle Miller, 
and Bob and Sue Volenec) have recorded DO concentrations as low at 2 mg/L. 
The RRC has been working with our partners at the WDNR to better understand 
what is causing these low DO concentrations. The current hypothesis put 
forward by Mike Sorge, WDNR Stream Biologist, is that the intense rainfall 
events we have seen this summer -- coupled with warm mid-summer 
temperatures -- have had the eff ect of “fl ushing” water previously held by 
wetlands within our stream systems. The water fl ushed from neighboring 
wetlands are usually warmer waters containing low DO concentrations. 
Additionally, many of our stream systems in the Basin contain dense plant 
growth. These types of streams have more pronounced diurnal swings in DO 
concentrations. Sorge has seen DO concentrations in such stream systems that 
swing from 15-18 mg/L in the day to values of 0.5 mg/L at night. As Sorge 
notes, “In this photosynthetic process, it is not uncommon to see values during 
respiration that push below 2.0 mg/L, especially when we see elevated summer 
temperatures coupled with dense macrophyte growth.” Sorge encourages 
volunteers to continue to monitor DO concentrations and enter their data into 
the WDNR SWIMS database “where it may trigger follow up and listing for 303d 
impairments.” He also suggested that, if volunteers have time, they should go 
out on the same day to measure DO at the “other end of the diurnal cycle…say 
5-7PM…and document both ends of the diurnal cycle in SWIMS.” 
Our volunteers are taking the long view to monitoring our streams for DO, 
nutrients and other parameters. Warmer summer temperatures and intense rainfall 
events are the new norm in our warming climate. The RRC, our partners and our 
volunteers understand that water quality data will contribute to understanding 
impacts of climate change on our stream systems while highlighting the need to 
act now to reduce runoff , particularly from agricultural lands. 
As Stephen Carpenter notes, “The primary driver behind algae blooms in [the 
Madison chain of] lakes is agricultural runoff . If we’re ever going to fi x our 
phosphorus problem, we’re going to have to start using less of it and help 
farmers keep more of it on their fi elds. Despite all of the work we’ve done, we’ve 
still got a tremendous amount of manure on the land and phosphorus in the soil 
and when we get these unusually high precipitation events, that material can 
just wash into the lake.” 

Token Creek runs green.
Photos by Nancy Sheehan

Translucent fi sh with a belly full of trash 
illustrates that what runs off  our land and into 
our water impacts fi sh and other aquatic life. 

From Museum of Litter

Volunteer monitor, Lloyd 
Eagan, measuring clarity 
on Pheasant Branch. 
Photos by Nancy Sheehan

Blog weblink: http://blog.limnology.wisc.edu/madison-in-bloom-blue-green-algae-hits-
lake-mendota/  Stephen Carpenter, Director of the Center for Limnology and Stephen 
Alfred Forbes Professor of Dept of Integrative Biology (Zoology)

Photo from Blue-Green Algae Bloom Blog: From aquatic 
insects to crayfi sh to fi sh to this young duckling, the bloom 
spared very little that was in its path. 

Photo by Jake Vander Zanden
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Photo to the right and below: Anne 
Miller, Rock County Conservation 
Specialist, David Hoff man, 
Rock County Park Community 
Coordinator, and Lisie Kitchel, WDNR 
Conservation Biologist, joined Nancy 
to cover both stream and mussel 
monitoring on Turtle Creek in Clinton. 
Sadly, heavy rains prevented us 
from venturing outside. Yet, again, 
participants gamely monitored our 
indoor stream in a bucket. 

Kyna North and Nancy Sheehan co-facilitated the fi rst training workshop of 2017 on a cold 
and raining day in April at the Waunakee Village Center. Participants, pictured here, were not 
deterred by the weather. 
 

2017 Citizen Monitoring Trainings
By Nancy Sheehan, RRC Program Coordinator Volunteer Stream Monitoring
This has been one of our most successful years for volunteer recruitment. I 
received 91 inquiries from individuals interested in learning more about our 
volunteer stream monitoring program. Sixty-fi ve (65) individuals participated 
in the fi ve workshops held in the Rock River Basin. Our training workshops are 
always collaborative aff airs. Last year, I collaborated with the Master Naturalist 
Program to provide an orientation to stream monitoring during a master naturalist 
training program. 
This year, I collaborated with the WDNR and the River Alliance of Wisconsin to 
integrate mussel monitoring and aquatic invasive species monitoring. I also held a 
workshop at the Waunakee Village Center Program for the fi rst time and thus was 
able to work with Kyna North, Program Coordinator at the Center. 
As always, county land and water conservation staff  and RRC board members 
have helped to co-facilitate and publicize these workshop opportunities. 
This year, I also invited veteran volunteers to join our training workshop at Turtle 
Creek Parkway in Clinton. It was nice to have experienced volunteers mentor 
prospective volunteers. 
More pictures on page 8.

Training Stats Through the Years

Jayne Jenks, Conservation Specialist from Waukesha County held her training workshop at 
the Waukesha Field Station in May. Stream monitors learn about the positive and negative 
impacts of local land use during this interactive training using the Enviroscape model. The 
model demonstrates how pollutants get into our waters and how to keep them on the land and 
not running off  into our waters. 

 Patton, one of the 
Waunakee workshop 
participants is  geared up 
to get in the stream. 

Two Master Naturalists 
having fun together at the 
Waunakee workshop.
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In addition to supporting RRC work, members 
receive newsletters, notices of conferences, and 
special events. To become a member, complete the 
following: 

Name ________________________________

Title ________________________________

Affi liation ________________________________

Address ________________________________

City _______________________State ____

Zip __________  Phone (_____)_________

E-mail ________________________________

I am a member of ___________________ Chapter.

Memberships Fees

Individual  $ 25  

Family $ 35

Student/Senior Citizen $ 15

Classroom $ 25

Affi liates* $ 50

Municipal** $125

Corporate $ 200
*Includes small businesses, organizations, lake districts, 
small municipalities and individual municipal departments
**Covers entire municipality including all departments, 
administrative staff  and elected offi  cials

Any donation or membership of $150 or more will be 
recognized and linked to your website from our website:

www.rockrivercoalition.org

Donors of $500 or greater will receive an ad in this 
newsletter. Check out our website for more information.

Become a RRC Member

Tax Deductible Donations

Amount Purpose 

General Support

Citizen Monitoring

Other:

Donations are greatly appreciated and 
can be targeted towards specifi c projects.

Please mail this completed form with check to:

Rock River Coalition
864 Collins Rd

Jeff erson, WI 53549
or register and pay online with PayPal at:

www.rockrivercoalition.org/membership.asp

The Grand Opening of the Rock 
River Trail was a success!
By Greg Farnham, Coordinator Rock River Trail Initiative

Logo signs of the eight trail elements of the Rock River Trail at Rotary River Center, Beloit. Signs from left to right: Bike, Air, Art, 
Horse, Hiking, Chocolate, Water and Scenic and Historic Route. 

The grand opening 
ceremony of the Rock 
River Trail was held 
June 3rd at Rotary 
River Center in Beloit, 
Wisconsin, with 
celebration activities 
in a number of river 
communities in Wisconsin 
and Illinois.  
The ceremony was a 
successful one with 150 
trail enthusiasts, friends 
and offi  cials on hand to 
formally open the Rock 
River Trail and celebrate 
the natural beauty and 
wonders of the Rock 
River.
Trail afi cionados 
representing the eight 
trail elements - paddling, driving, biking, hiking, horse riding, air, art, and chocolate! - were part of the 
opening ceremony. More than 30 cyclists from Stateline Spinners, Janesville Velo Club, Team Fur Bandit, 
and Blackhawk Bicycle Club rode from the Beloit Airport to showcase the Rock River Trail Bike Route. 
Members of the Beloit chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association staged a fl yover along the Rock 
River, much to the delight of attendees at the ceremony. And everyone enjoyed the historical enactment 
with French fur traders and Voyager canoe, and the 1915 Ford Model “T” automobile that welcomed 
visitors to the scenic and historic road route of the Rock River Trail.
To help promote the Rock River National Water Trail, three local paddlers, Gary Meier, Perry Folts and Terry 
Meyers, launched from Beloit on a kayak journey of 163 miles to reach the Mississippi River with overnight 
stops at camping areas along the river.
Presentations of the 320-Mile Award were made to fi ve individuals who paddled the entire length of the 
Rock River from headwaters above the Horicon Marsh to the confl uence with the Mississippi River at Rock 
Island, Illinois. Nels and Dan Akerlund of Rockford, Illinois accomplished their paddle in 1994, and Jake 
Boucher, Garrett Feik, and Jon Gress did so in 2014 while they were students at Maranatha University in 
Watertown, Wisconsin.
Wisconsin state representatives Mark Spreitzer (45th District) and Amy Loudenbeck (31st District) 
presented a joint resolution of the Wisconsin Legislature that recognizes the Rock River Trail, honors the 
eff orts of trail founder Frank Schier and celebrates the trail’s grand opening. Nels Akerlund of Rockford, a 
well known photographer, adventurer and author of the book “Our Rock River,” was the keynote speaker.  
Other speakers included offi  cials of the cities of Beloit and South Beloit, the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources and the National Park Service RTCA Program-Milwaukee offi  ce. We appreciate the eff orts of 
our dedicated council of volunteers and the support of our sponsoring organizations, NGOs, and agency 
partners.

Cutting the ceremonial ribbon at the grand opening of the Rock River Trail in Beloit on June 
3rd, 2017.



8

Scholarships Awarded To Next Generation of Stream Stewards
Two rising eighth graders from Whitewater Middle School have been awarded scholarships to attend the United Cultures for Arts and 
Nature (U-CAN) Youth Green Ambassadors Congress this summer at Rocky Mountain National Park. These students were nominated by 
their science teacher, Jaime Weigel. This past spring, Ms. Weigel organized her third annual fi eld study of Bluff  Creek. 

This fi eld study was truly a collaborative enterprise. Maggie Zoellner, 
Executive Director of the Kettle Moraine Land Trust, and Virginia 
Coburn, a volunteer with the State Natural Areas Program and board 
member of the Kettle Moraine Land Trust, provided passionate 
overviews of this unique landscape of fens, springs, and a Class 
I trout stream. They also worked side-by-side with students and 
teachers to help monitor the water quality of Bluff  Creek. 
Thanks to funding from both the school district and the Kettle 
Moraine Land Trust and with the generous support of the Dane 
County UW-Extension who provided all monitoring equipment needs, 
Nancy Sheehan was able to ensure close to 50 students had the 
equipment and instructions they needed to measure fl ow, water 
clarity, stream temperature, and dissolved oxygen levels as well as 
sample for macroinvertebrates. Whitewater Middle School Seventh 

Graders during Bluff  Creek Field 
Study.

Calvin Baker is one of the students 
who was selected to participate 
in the UCAN Summer Youth 
Congress. He is excited to have 
been given this opportunity.

Maggie Zoellner and Nancy 
Sheehan, leaders of the fi eld 
studies.

Marsh Haven Nature Center hosted our workshop in Waupun where Nancy was joined by Amanda Perdzock, River Alliance of Wisconsin AIS Program Director, and Jesse Weinzinger, 
WNDR Conservation Biologist. We covered stream monitoring, mussel monitoring and AIS monitoring on the West Branch of the Rock River – all in one day! The weather was perfect and 
water levels were low enough for all participants to enter the stream. It was a perfect June day. 

Nancy, the RRC Stream Monitoring Coordinator, was 
joined by Susan Sandford, Dane County Offi  ce of Lakes 
and Watersheds Outreach Specialist. Patricia Cicero, 
Jeff erson County Water Resource Management Specialist 
and Janice Redford, Friends of CamRock Park, at the 
Amundson Center in Cambridge. 

High water levels on Koshkonong Creek prevented us 
from wading in but, again, participants still agreed to 
become volunteer stream monitors.

Stream Monitors Learning the Ropes
We thought you would enjoy these photos of our monitoring training workshops. More photos and information on Page 6, as well as stories of our summer on pages 4 
and 5. The board sends a hearty thank you to Nancy Sheehan, our monitoring coordinator, Patricia Cicero, Jayne Jenks and Anne Miller, our county coordinators, and to 

everyone else who has helped fund the program or has dipped their toes into becoming a monitor. 
Enjoy the Photos!


